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RX BARKER, 
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70: F FE 


PEOPLE 


OF MY 


CAARGE. 


T is none of the leaſt or moſt 
inconſiderable Arguments to e- 
vince and prove the Dignity and 
Preciouſneſs of the Soul of Man, 
that Almighty GOD has been pleas'd to 
inſtitute a Sacred and Divine Office in his 
Church, on 3 Im the Benefit and 
Advantag e of it: and to appoint a diftint? 
Order o of — | bis Ainifters I mean) whoſe 
whole Employ and Concern it is peculiarly 
to watch over the Souls of bis People, and 
to be accountable to lim for the ſame. 
In this delightful Service of GOD, and of 
your Souls, I have now worn out more than 
A 2 three 


To the People 


three Apprentiſbips among ſome of you, 
endeqvouring, with my utmoſt Care and 


Diligence, to excite the. Careleſs and Un- 
concern'sd Sinner on the one Hand, and 
to direct the Weak and Doubting Chriftian 
on the other, to the Practice of their reſ- 
pecteve Dutzes ; 1 it is bard to ſuy from 
— Religion ſuffers moſt, whether from 
the Want of Zeal in ſome, or from the Mi- 
gakes of Zeal in ethers. Beſides, my Pub- 
lick Advices to you in GOD's Houſe, your 
Conſciences can witneſs for me, that I have 
taken ſome Pains (and, if GOD continue 
my Health, I reſolve ta take much more) 
in the Duty of private Inſpettion and Mi- 
nifterial Conference with you, in your Own 
Houſes, in order to your Preparation for 
that Vexerable Ordinance of the Lord's. 
Supper, which, to the great Scandal of cur 
moſt Hely Religion, is ſo ſbhameſully neg- 
lected by Multitudes of Perſons profeſſing 
Chriftianity, of all Per ſtaſſons amonght us; 
extorting you allo to ſet up Religion and the 
Werſbip of GOD in your private Families, 
dat GOD may dwell where you dwell. But 
the Anſwer of many of you bas been this: 
Ie want Abilities ; we are willing, but not 
able to perform thoſe Duties without ſome 
Aſſeftance : In great Charity therefore to 
theſe of you who want ſuch a Help as this, 


and 


of my Charge. 
and are willing to make Uſe of it, I put 
this ſmall Paper into your Hands, which 
I entreat you to accept, both as an Inflance 
of my Duty, and as a Monitor of your Own. 
K now aſſuredly, Sirs, it vill be the Por- 
tion of many of God's Mirniflers at the Greas 
Day (I pray God it may never be mine) 
to be called forth as Witneſſes againſt therr 
owe People, when Almighty GOD will thus 
interrogate us in the Preſence of Men and 
Angels : © Did you not admoniſh this Peo- 
« ple of the Sin and Danger of a reſolute 
« Impiety © Did you not warn them o 
« their Neglect of Sacraments and Holy f 
« Duties, publicly, privately, and perſo- 
« nally ? —_— not plainly and faith- 
— fully declare, all cur melting Entrea- 
r ties and paſſionate Importunities,could never 
- prevail with you to part with your Sins, 
8 but you would chuſe rat ber to 4 55 your 
e 
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Luſts, than to obey your Reaſon ® Then 
| will our Lord ſay unto us, © I pronounce 
> « you Pure and Innocent from the Blood of 
L « theſe Men. O joyful Word to us! But 
. to Sinners will be ſay, © Tour Deſtruction 
Le upon your own Heads: What could 
J, or my Miniſters, have done more for 
« you, that bas not been done Therefore, 
* Depart ye Curſed into Everlaſting Mi- 
* ſery. O doleful Words to them! GOD 
A 3 grant 

Jo 
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grant that your and my Ears may never 
bear it. 

Beloved, it is your Commendation and 
my Comfort, that when in this wanton 
Age a Spirit of Giddineſs has poſſeſs'd the 
Minds of many, that they are toficed to and 
tro with every Wind of Doctrine, trying 
all Things indeed, but belding faft No- 
thing, you bave been unanimous in this 
Part of your Duty, keeping cloſe to the 
publick Aſſemblies, and continuing ſtedſaſt 
in the Apoſtles Doctrine, and Chriſtian 
Fellowſoip, and in breaking of Bread, and 


in Prayers. 


But know that the be Communion and 
beſt Religion in the World, the halieft 
Dottrine, and the pureſt Worſhip, will be 
of no avail to impure Worſbippers and 
pure Livers. GOD grant therefore 
that you and 1 may oblige our ſelves to 
ſuch an eminent and exemplary Piety of 
Converſation, in all the ſeveral Inftances 
1 our Duty, as may render the unſpatted 

eligion of the Holy Feſus venerable to 
the World : and may Almighty GOD, who 
ſometimes aclights to ds great Things by 
weak Means, be pleas'd to ſucceed this 
wel- dend Endeauocurs of mine, in order 
fo your Advantage, that ſo in GOD's 
Houſe, and in your Own alſo, the moſt 
ſolemn 


of my Charge. 
* i ſolemn Act, and Exerciſes of Religious 


Worſhip may be perform d by you, with 
ſuch a becoming Gravity and Smecerity of 


Devot ion, that the Name of our Holy Lors 


may be glorified, your ed with 
the the Senſe Pardon and 8 bere, and 


ingly refreſb'd with Foys unſpeak- 
able prog, r Gs a am fo 
prayeth 

Your Aﬀectionate Miniſter, 


Deaban, 
1693. 


William Burkitt. 
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Containing Dofrinal InſtruTions for the 
right informing of the Fuigment. ' 


ral, ſo much as the Salvation of 
their Souls: This is the One £ bing 
neeiful, and that which they are 
abore all Things to mind and regard. 

Now, in order to every Man's Salvation 
hereafter, Three Things arc indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſaty here, namely, a right XArowleage, a 
right Faith, and a righicous Life. Kno- 
ledge isthe Foundation of our Faith, and Faith 
the Foundation ot our Obedience, and Obedi- 
ence the Condition of cur Hap ineſs: Fur al- 
tho' a Man may know the Mm of God, and 
not do it, yet he can never do it acceptably 
and not know it. A wiltully ignorant Man 
tan neither ſerve God, nor be ſaved by him. 

Towards the attaining of this Knowledge 
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Othing concerns Mankind in gene- 


2 Deftrinal Inflrufions 
Salvation, three great Things are required, an 
humble Senſe of our own Ignorance, a Teach- 
ableDiſpoſition and Readineſs of Mind to re- 
ceive Inſtruction, accompanied with an earneſt 
Invocation, and fervent Calling upon God for 
the promiſed Illuminations of is Holy Spirit. 

More particularly the Chief and Fundamen- 
tal Principles of our Religion, neceflary to be 
known and believed by all Perſons, in order 
to their Everlaſting Salvation, arc theſe 
Four: I. Concerning God. II. Concerning 
Man. III. Concerning Jeſus Chriſt, the Me- 
diator between God and Man. IV. Concern- 
ing the Way and Means to obtain Salvation 
by Chriſt, the only Mediator. 


I. Concerning GOD. 


It is neceſſary to know and believe the fol- B G 
lowing Particulars: Namely, 

1. That God is an infinite, invifible and 
Immortal Spirit, without Bodily Parts or 
Paſſions, Almighty, All-knowing, every where 

ſent, moſt Wite and Holy, moſt Juſt and 
K. hreous, moſt Good and Gracious: The 
following Scriptures will confirm r belief 
of the Truth of this, viz. St. John 4. 24. 
God is a Sfirit. St. Luke 24. 39. A Spirit 
hath ner Fe and Bones : Excd. 34. 6, 7. 
The Lord paſſed by and jroclaimed bis 
Name, The Lord God, gracious and merci- 

ful, long-ſuffering, abundant in Gooanefſs 
and Truth. 

z. That there is but one true and ever-liv- 
ing Ged, who beirg one in Natur», is yet 
Three in Perſons, Namely, the Father, the 
Sor, and the Hely Gholt, cach Petſen i 

is 
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for informing the Fudgment. 3 
his proper Part and Office in the Salvation of 
loſt Sinners. Namely, the Father as the O- 
riginal and Fountain of it, the Son as the Ma- 
nager and Tranſacter of it, and the Holy 
Ghoſt as the Applier and Sealer of it: Scethe 
— Scriptures, Dent. 6.4. The Lord 
thy God is one Lord. 1 John 5. 3. There are 
three that bear Record in Heaven, the Fa- 
ther, the Mera, and the Holy Ghoſt, an4 theſe 
Three are One : St. John 15. 26. But when 
the Comforter is come, whom Twill ſens un- 
to you, from the Father, even the Spirit of 
Truth, which froceedeth from rhe Father, 
he ali reftify of me: Eph. 4. 30. Grieve 
nor the Holy Spirir of God, whereby you 
are ſeals unto the Day of Redemption. 

3. That this Ever-living and Holy Lord 
God, by his Almighty Power and infinite 
Wiſdom, created the World, and all Things 
therein, out of nothing, and by his effectual 
Providence doth ſuſtain and preſerve them in 
Being; and doth likewiſe govern and diſpoſe 
of all things to his own Glory. Nebem. 2. 6. 
Thou art Lord alone, ro haſt made the 
Heavens, and the Heaven of Heavens, eith 
all their Hof, the Earth and ali that are 
therein, and thou preſerveſt them all, 


II. Concerning Man. 


We are to know and believe, 
1. That Almighty God created Man 
(Adam) after his own Image, which conſiſt- 


ed in Knowledge, Righteouſneſs, and true 
. iving him an Holy Law for the 
Rule his Obedience, with Power to keep 


it, and a Promiſe of Life upon Condition ot 
| keeping 


4 Dofirinal Inflrufions 
—_—_ it. Ger. 1.27. So God created Man 
ig Þ15 own Image, in the Image of God crea- 
ted be bim. leſ. 5. 29. SY only bave 
und, that God made Man upright. 

2. That Man (Aiam) being created in an 
Holy State, yet in a mutable ition, and 
under Poſſibility of falling, being tempted by 
Satan, and left to the Freedom of his own 
Will, did actually fall from his Eſtate of In- 
nocency and Integrity, into a State of Sin and 
Miſery; Gen. 3. 6. And erben the V man 
ſaw that the Tree was — 4 pa gs Foo, and 
pheaſant ro the Eye, foe thereof, aud 
414 ear, and gave alſo — ber Husband, 
and he 414 eat. Eccleſ. . 29. God hath 
made Man upright, but he hath found out 
many Imoentior:s. 

3. That by reaſon of Man's Fall, his Nature 
is wholly corruvted with Original Sin, which 
is the Sed and Root of all other Sins, derived 
upon us by Natural — 3 we 
are diſabled to that which is ſpirituall 
and inclined to that which is The a Kal 
Gen. 5.3. And Adam legat a Son in bis own 
Likeneſs, after his Image. Pſal. 51.1. Behold, 
Twas aten is Iniquity, and tn Sin did my 
Mother coucerve me. Rom. $. 2. So then 

tbey that are in the Fe canner pleaſe God. 

4. That the Puniſhment due to cvery Sin is 
Neath and Hell; all Miſeries, Temporal, Spi- 
ritial and Eternal : Rom. 6. 23. 7 be IWazes 
of Sinis Death. 2 Theſſ. 1. a Th »y Gail 
be fund with everlaſting Deftruttion 
from the Preſence of the Lord, and from 
the Glory of bi Poreer, 

5. That Almighty God, pitying the N 
ble 


G &., > £ATa_n A 


a +a. 8 am = = «& = aK = _ 2,0 


nnn CL 4 Ai. —_— —_— SS a..D.DJiT nd Au — — 


Sr 


eee CTh eee 


for informing the Fudgment. 5 
rable Miſery of our fallen Eſtate, has found 
out a Way, and appointed 'a Means for our 
Deliverance from the Power and Puniſhment 
of Sin, by a Mediator and Redeemer : Tit. 
3. 4, 5,6. Aſter that the Kindneſt and 
Love of God our Saviour rowards Man ap- 


fearea, «ccording to his Mercy he ſaved ns, 


by the wvafhing of Regeneration, and renew- 
ing of the Holy G 


III. Concerning Cori the Aſediator be- 
tee, God and Man. 


We ought to know and believe, 

1. That Jcfus Chriſt, the Eternal Son of 
God, the ſecond Perſon in the Trinity, is the 
only Redeemer of loſt Man, and the only Me- 
diator betwixt God and Man, from whom 
alone we are to Life and Salvation, r 
Tim. 2. 5. There is one God, and one A- 
diator berwixt God ans Man, the Man © 
Chriſt Jeſus. Acts 4. 12. Neither is there 
Salvation in any other, for there is no other 
Name given under Heaven by whom cue 
muſt be ſaves. 

2. That Jeſus Chriſt our Redeemer was 
both God and Man, having two Natures in 
one Perſon, a Divine Nature as he was God, 
and a humane Nature as Man; in which 
Humane Nature he ſuffer'd for Sinners, and 
in his Divine Nature ſatisfied the Juſtice of 
God for Sin: Acts 20. 28. Feed the Church 
of God, cebich he has purchaſes with bis 
own Blood. Heb. 10. 10. By the which 
WH wwe are ſanftified thro' the offering of 
the Body of 7eſus Chriſt once for all. 
3+ That Chriſt our Redeemer having taken 


# upon 
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cars, 
Stead, and for our Sin, give full Satisfaction 
to the Juſtice of his Father, by enduring 
grievous Torments in his Soul, and by under- 
going moſt painful Sufferings in his ** 
was crucified, died, and was buried, and 
his Death did conquer Sin and Satan, Dea 
and Hell. Read the 26th and 25th Chap- 
ters of St. Aarrberr, which give a large Ac- 
count of our Saviour's Sufferings. 

4 That Jeſus Chriſt on the third day aroſe 
in from the Dead, with the ſame Body in 
which he ſuffered, with which Body alſo he 
aſcended into Heaven, and ſitteth there, at the 
Right Hand of his Father, to intercede for us, 

by bis Interceſſion in Heaven making 
Application of that Redemption which be 
wrought on Earth, from whence, at the end 


WO of the World, he ſhall come again to judge 


both Men and Devils, and to determine their 
Final and Erernal State, fee Rom. 8. 34. 
Who is he that condemnerh? it is Chriſt 
that died, yea rather, that 135 riſen again, 
who 15 even at the right Hand of Goa, «who 
alſo maketh Inrerceſſion for tus. St. Matt. 
13. 41, 42. T he Son of Man ſpall ſend forth 
his Ange/s, and they ſhall gather out of his 
Kingdom all Things which offend; and 
them that o Tniquity, and all caſt them 
into a Furnace of Fire, where ſhall be wwail- 
ing and weeprng, &c. 

IV. Concerning the Way and Mears t0 

ots Salvation by Chriſt, 
1. That the Way and Means Mang 
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for informing the Fudgment. 
God for the Sinners Salvation thro'Jeſus Chriſt 
the Redeemer, is by Faith, Repentance, and 
fiacere Obedience: So ſaith the Apoſtle, Eph, 
2. 8. By Grace ye are ſaved thro' Faith, 
Acts 11. 18. Then hath God alſo to the Gen» 
tiles granted Repentance unto ” + Heb. 
5. 9. Chriſt became the Author of Eternal 
Salvation to them that obey bim. 

2. That ſaving Faith is a Grace of the Holy 
Spirit wrought in us by the Miniſtry of the 
ord : whereby we do in our Underſtandings 
aſſent to the Doctrine of the Goſpel as true, 
and with our Wills embrace it as good; and, 
according to that Revelation, to de upon 
the Merits of Chriſt alone tor Pardon of Sin 
and Eternal Life, on ſuch Conditions as the 
Goſpel has aſſured them upon; Rom. 10. 10. 
With the Heart Man believeth unte Righ- 
reouſneſs. St. John 6. 68, 69. We believe and 
are ſure that thou art Chriſt the Son of rhe 
Living God: To whom ſball we go? Thou 
baſt the Words of Eternal Life. 

That true Repentance conſiſts in an hear- 
ty Trouble and Sorrow for Sin paſt, in an 
humble Acknowledgment and penitential 
Conſeſſion of Sin both paſt and preſent, but 
chiefly in ſuch ſtedſaſt Purpoſes and Reſolu- 
tions againſt Sin for the time to come, as do 
produce actual Reformation and Amendment 
of Lite, 2 Cor. 7. 11. Te ſorrowed after a 
godly ſorr, what Carefruineſs 414 it work in 
you, yea bat Iniignation, yea what Fear, 
yea what vebemont Deſire, yea what Re- 
venge ! IIa. 55. 7. Le rthbe Wicked forſake 
bis Way, and turn, &:. _ 

4- That Repentance bein; areal Change and 
Retor- 


8  Doftrinal Inflruftions 
Reformation of our Lives, to defer it to a fick 
Bed and a dying Hour puts the Soul upon a 
mighty Hazard, it being then impoſſible to 
know the Truth of our Repentance, when we 
wantTime and Opportunity to make Trialof 


the Sincerity of ir. St. Matth. 3. 8. Bring 


orth therefore Fruits meer for Repentarce. 

fa. 55. 6. Seek ye row the Lord wwhillt he 
may be found, and call ufon bim cui be 
is wear, 2 Cor. 6. 2. Bebel, now 15 the 
accepred Time. 

5. That fincere Obedience conſiſts in a Con- 
formity of Heart and Life to the Word and 
Will of God, from an unfeigned Love to God, 
and a fincere Delight in keeping his Command- 
ments. Pſal. 40. 8. I 4*lrg ht ro do ry TEL, 
O my Gos, yea, thy Law is within art. 
Atts 24. 16. Herein o Texerciſe n ſelf, to 
keep always a Conſcience void of Offence, to- 
wards God, and torcar ds all Men. 

6. That the Obedience of the beſt of Chriſti- 
ans inthis Lite is but imperfect, attended with 
much Weaknefs, and accompanied with mani- 
fold Imperfettions ; which yet upon our hum- 
ble Acknowledgment God will gracioutly par- 
don, and for Chriſt's Sake mercifully accept; 
Job 9. 20. If I ijnſiify my ſelf, my own 
Afourh all condemn me; If I ſay I am ter- 
fel, it all alſo prove me perverſe. 2 Chron. 
39. 18, 19, 20. The good Lord par ton every 
one that prepares his Heart to ſeek Gon; tho 
be be not cleanſed according to the Pirifica- 
riouof the Sanftnary. Ani the Lord bear- 
ken's to Hezekiab, and bea!'s rhe People. 

5. That no Obedience is fincere, but that 
which is Univerſal, and cauſcs us to have an 
abiding 
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for informing the Fudgment. +9 
abiding reſpect unto all God's Command- 
ments, to obey them, and to all Chriſt' In- 
ſtitutions, to obſerve and toflow them: - Pal. 


119. 9. Then all I not be abbam i ben T 


have reſpef unto a/! r/ yCommandments,St. 
Matth. 28. 20. Teaching rbem to obſerve ali 
things *vbar/oever I have comman4ed you. 

8. That the great Commands of God, are 
to love bim «vith all our Hearts, with all 
our Souls, with all our Streneth, and to 
love our Neighbour as our ſeives. Matt. 
22. 37, 38. {hou Halt love the Lord thy 
God <vith all thy Heart, &. This is the 
firſt and .* omman4 ment : ans the ſe- 
cous 15 like tinto it, thou alt love thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf. 

9. That the great Inſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt 
under the Goſpel, are his Word and Sacra- 
ments, to wit, F4friſm and the Lord's Supper, 
which he commands all his Diſciples 
lowers moſt religiouſly to celebrate, until his 
coming again unto Judgment, St Matth. 28. 
ult. Go teach ail Nations, baprizing them, 
&c. Aud lo, I am with you always, even un- 
to the end of the Works. 1 Cor. 11. 26. As 
oft. asyerart rhis Bread, and drink this Cup, 
ye do ſheww the Lord's Death till he come. 

10, That Are is a Holy Iaſtitution of 
our Saviour's, for the Benefit of Believers and 
theirChildren ; wherein, by the outward waſh- 
ing with Water, iz be —_ of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is ſignity d the ſpiritual 


waſhing of the Soul by the Blood and Spirizof 
Chriſt, from the Guilt and Filth of Sin, Eph. 
25, 26. Chriſt lou'4 his Church, and gave 
that he might ſantifie and 
ca 
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bimfelf far it, 
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10 Doctrinal Jaſtruction: 
is by the waſbing of Water, and 
the Nord. 


11. That the Lord's Supper is an holy Or- 
dinance, wherein (by Bread broken, and Wine ¶ thy 
rd out) the Death of Chriſt is ſhew'd 
— Not — * mw 7 Sys Death = anc 
apply cal'd unto wort 
ick 10. 16. The Cup of Ble- 0. 
fing which we bleſs, is it nor the Communion ¶ oc 
of rhe Blood of Chriſt? &c. 
12. That the End of this Ordinance is to 
be a Memorial of Chriſt's Death; to ſtrength- 
en our Faith in him; to encreaſe our Com- 
munion with him; to be a ſpiritual Banquet, B FX: 
wherein we feed upon him, in order to our 
Spiritual Nouriſhment and Growth in Grace, 1: 
1 Cor. 11. 26. Het as ye eat this Bread, 1 
and Drink this Gus, ye do ſbew the Lord"s 
Death till be come. 

13. That all ſuch as are truly penitent for I he 
Sin paſt, and holily reſolv'd againſt Sin, and 
to lead a new Life for the time to come, tho' B 
their Grace be weak, their Doubts many, and I 
their Fears great, yet ought they often to come 
tothis heavenly Banquet for Spiritual Strength in 
and inward Comfort, St. John 6. 51. Tam lx 
the ling Bread which came ou |; 
Heaven ; if any Man eat of this Bread, be 
fall live for ever. 

14. That it is the Duty of every one, who tt 
would be a worthy Receiver of the Lord's Sup- 7 
per, to prepare himſelf, to examine his Conſci- 
ence, to make Proof of his Knowledge, Fait G 

fe 
K 
4 
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and Charity, and ſo to cat of this Bread, 
drink of this Cup. See 1 Cor. 11. 238. But 
tet 4 Man examine himſelf, and ſo let bim 

| ear 
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for informing the Fudgment. 1 
ear of that Bread, and drink of that 2 

15. That the Danger of unworthy Refuſing 
is certainly as great as the 8 of unwor- 
thy SR ; the Negletts of Duty are as 
dangerous and damnable as the Acts of Sin, 
and Sins of Omiſſion are certainly damning 
as well as Sins of Commiſhon. St. Matth. 3. 
10. Every Tree that bringeth not forth 
good Fruit, is bewn don, and caſt into the 
Fire. 

16, That God hath appointed a Time in 
which he will judge all Perſons as well fortheir 
Omiſſions of Go, as for their Commiſſions of 
Evil ; and every one ſhall receive an unalter- 
able Sentence according to his Works, Rev. 20. 
12. 1 ſaw rhe 2 before God, and 
the dead NHerejuãg A cccording rotherreworks. 

17, That thoſe who have here done Good, 
ſhall be abſolv'd and accepted, and ſhall in- 
herit a Kingdom of Glory prepared for them, 
where they ſhall both ſee and reſemble their 
Blefled Saviour in perfect Holineſs and endleſs 
Happineſs, 

18. That ſuch as have done Evil, and dy'd 
in their Impenitence, ſhall ſuffer an everlaſting 
Imptiſonment with Devils and damned Spi- 
rits, in * of 22 tor 2 under 

oing the perpetual Gnawing of the Worm 
— not, and the extream Torments of 
the Fire which never ſhall be quench'd, St. 
—_— 5. 28. Marvel not at this, for the 

our 15 coming, in which all tbat are inthe 
Graves ſhall hear his Voice, and come 
forth ; they that have done good, unto the 
Reſurrection of Life; aud they that have 
done evil, unto the Reſurreftion of Dam- 
nation. HAP 
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3 Practical DireFions for tb: rib. 
generas Conrſe of Life. jon. 

I. Directions for the right ordering of ore" 
T ho: ts. re 


TY order to the right governing of thy daily 
Thoughts, obſerve * following Rules, tat 
* Think frequently with thy ſelf, that as 
Pulſe will be continually bearing, fo thy 

1 ghes will be always working to thy dy 
ing Hour, and therefore had need be well est 
employ'd. A Man thinketh in his Heart, 
Jo ts he, Prov. 2 3. 5. Vo! 
2. Think often what a World of Sin a Man n 
may be guilty of in his Thoughts; Atheiſm, 
Blaſphemy | aolarry, Adult, Murder, and 
what not: That is, when he approves his 
Thoughts, and his Will conſents to them}, for Hit 
otherwiſe his evil Thoughts are not Sins, but Hit b 
only Temprations, which he ought rather to eth 
rejoice that he can refit, has ieve and tor 
condemn himſelf becauſe he feels | egy Nay, acc: 
often evil Thoughts are not fo much as cel 
Temprations, as in diſtracted, light-headed, Huh 
melancholy Perſons, where they are Neceſſi- Ida) 
ty and a Diſeaſe: then they are (1 ſay) Sins, Iba, 
when they are encourag d, and nouriſh'd, and ſkis 
dwelt upon, and liked, and afſented to. Be- 
lieve thy ſelf then to be no leſs accountable Ich. 
to God bor fuck Sins of thy Thoughts, than of 
thy Words and Actions; Eccleſ. 12. 14. Go# 
Hall "bring every ſecrer thing into uag- 
"ment, bet her it be good, or whether it 


evil. 
3- Think 
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| +, Think often what a glorious Theme and 


dubject for thy Thoughts God has provided 
ind laid before thee, as Himſelf his At- 
ributes, his _—_ his an Life, ain ma 
ons, his Hol Irit in all it gracious 
ations, his Word and Promiſes in his Works of 
teation, Preſervation, Redemption, Cc. A- 
tronomy does but ſurvey a Dunghil, in Com- 
pariſon with what Chriſtianity contemplates ; 
Stars are but dirty Clods, compar'd with that 
lory which lies within the reach of the 
;hriitian's Thoughts. | 
4. Think every Morning what good Offi- 
es thou haſt to do that Day, and ſo think all 
he Day, in tclation to thy Dealings in the 
Vorld, as if all thy Thoughts were written 
on thy Fotchead for the whole World to read 
hem, and fo act every Day as if thou hadſt a 
thouſand Eyes upon thee, 


5. Think thy own Condition to be certain- - - - 


the belt, becauſe the Wiſdom of God ſees 
it beſt for thee ; if thou haſt not ſo much as 
others, yet thou haſt that which is appointed 
for thee.: Ip Heaven our Reward ſhall be, not 
according to the gocd Things we have re- 
ceiv'd here, but according to the good Works 
which we have done here. At the reckoning 


- Bday he will be accounted the wiſett Man that 


bas laid out his Iime in good Duties, and 
his Treaſure in good Warks. 

6. Think Contentment to be the trueſt Ri- 
ches, and Covetouſneſs the greateſt Poverty. 
He is not rich that hath much, but he thar 
has enough. That Man is poor that co- 
vets more, and yet wants 3 2 to enjoy 
what he has already. 


„ Think 
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14 
* . it not part of thy Bufineſs curi- be 
y to ſearch into other Mens Lives, but 
narrowly to inſpect the Errors of thine own: 
It is much better ro amend one Fault in our 
feives, than to find out an hundred Faults in 
another. 
8. Think it a greater Virtue to forgive om 
Injury, than to do many Kindnefles, becauſe 
it 1s harder, and more againſt Nature. But 
let not the doing one, hinder thee from doing 
the other, for both are neceſſary. 

9. Think him no true Friend whom one [n- 
jury can make thine Enemy. He muſt ha ve no 
riends, that will have a Friend with no Faults. 

to. Take a View of thy Thoughts every 
Night, as the Mafter does of his Servant“ 
Work every Day, and fo think (if poſſible) of 
all Things now, as thou wilt think of them 
when into Eternity. 


IL Directions for the right ordering of our ff x1, 


Nord. 


Speech is a Noble and Advantageous 
Benefit to Ma ys which he excels the Shole 
Creation: Our Tongue is our Glory, the Index 
and Ex of our Mind and Thoughts, the 
Inftrument of our Creator's Praiſe ; and there 
is no Subject fo ſublime and honourable for 
the T of Man to be employ'd abour, as 
the Word and Works of God. There's a great 
Difficulty in governing of the Tongue, it being 
a d and active Member, and therefore 
the Scripture places much of Religion in hid. 
ns of the Tongue. St. James 1. 26. 

t is the great Wiſdom of a Man to know 
when and what to ſpeak ; how and m_—y 


14. tho' never ſo eſervin 


for the general Curſe of Life. 
be filents for a Man may fin both Ways, 
over-much Silence, as well as by over- 


15 


Treble Goa Wo unto us if we want a Tongue 


s Truth, to plead God's 
Cauſe, to _ God's Honour, and to 
ſound forth God's Praiſe. 


To avoid all Extreams remember this Rule. 


1. Accuſtom not thy Self to ſpeaking over- 
much, 1 * — thou eie. conſider: Let 
— th Reaſon ä 

4. — : 2 If the Henre doth ane 
— theTon ue mult neceflarily — 

A atter of your 8 ID 
true and table, True (logically) by an A- 
greement betwixt the Thing your W 
without Falſhood ; and Tru (morally) by an 
Agreement betwixt your 
— Diſſimulation. 8 


3. Speak always to God with extraordinary - - © 


Dread and Caution, and always of him with a 
N — and Awfulneſs of Re- 


of holy Things frequently, but al. 
—— "4 Wi 22 dot Religion? in Talk 
ib y good Works tis 
— — like « Ga thanto be one. 
5. If thou canſt not ſpeak well of th Neigh- 
how be filent, except the Fre Glory of Gag Oh, 
the Good of others oblige — to ſpeak. 
6. Speak not well of any undeſervedly, that's 
ſordid Fla Speak not well of thy ſelf, 
left thou be tem 


e more a 
— 3 


to V 
ſcience, t 


"ory, but va 


7 Speak not in high Commendation of any 
Man 
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Man to his Face, nor cenſure any Man behind 
his Back, but if thou knoweſt any thing good 
of him, toll it unto others; if thing ill, 
tell it privately and prudently to himſclt, 

8. Speak not well of thy ſelf, tho' others do 
fo, and yet give no Occafion to others to . 
otherwiſe — well of thee. Neither ſpeak 
thine own Praiſes, nor greedily hear them ; 
but when any thing relates to thy own Com- 


mendation, watch againſt the Vanity of Self. 


OY 

© 9. Speak not cenſoriouſly of thy Betters, 
nor TE thy Inferiours, nor boaſting- 
ly of thy ſelf. 

10. Speak always Truth, eſpecially when 
call'd forth to (peak it; and abhor Lying as 
you abhor the Devil, who is re Father of 
Lies, and Tormemer of Lyars. ' : 

* 11. Swear not 4 pot a Magiſtrate, — 
is is an A to as your Judge, a 
an E een : 

re, whenever You take an Oath, look 
that the Cauſe of it be neceſſ ow weighty, 


End of it honeſt and fincere. 

12. Swear not raſhly in your ordinary Diſ- 
caur v, for this wil] render * & Truth of all you 
fay ſuſpected by wife Men ; He that ſwears 
vainly, ought not to be mach credited when 
he ſpeaks truly; becauſe he that dreads not 
an Oath, will not tremble at a Ie. 


III. Directions for te Right Ordering of. 
our Aton. 
Our Actions having a fur greatet Force than 


our Words, to make an Impteſſion upon the 
" "Mind 


the Manner of it grave and ſolemn, and the 
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Minds and Manners of Men whom we con 
verſe with, it highly concerns us to exerciſe 
great watchfulnets over our ſelves in all the 
Actions of humane Life, and to be exactly 
circumſpect in our daily * performing 
our Duty to God, our Ncighbour, and our 
ſelves, in ſuch a manner, that God may be 
plorified, Religion adorn'd, our Neighbour e- 
dified, and our own Souls ſaved. In order to 
that End, the following Rulcs may be help- 
tul. 

1. Look carefully that Love to God, and 
Obedience to his Commands, be the Principle 
and Spring from whence thy Actions flow; 
and that the Glory of God, and the Salvation 
of thy Soul, be the End to which all thy Ac- 
tions tend ; and that the Word of God beth 
Rule and Guide in every Enterpriſe and Un- 
dertaking: Gal. 6. 16. As many as waikby. 
this Rule, Peace be on them, and Mercy. 

2. Enterpriſe and undertake no Action with- 
our Advice from Heaven, king Counſtl of 
God by Prayer. He blefleth or blaſtcth our 
Frndeavours, according as we own our Depen- 
dence upon him, and Engagements to him. 

z. Thea ferve the Providence of God in the 
Uſe of all lawful and fir Means for attaining 
| thy End in all honeit Undertakings, havin 
firit recommended them to the Divine Blei- 
| fins for know that the Providence of God 

works ordinarily in a Way of Concurrence 

with our Endcavours ; therefore follow Provi- 

. dence, but never run before it. a | 
4. Do no Action upon which thou may'ſt 

| WW not warrantably pray tor God's Blefling : Do 
; nothing for which thou ſhalt need to ask God's 
B Pardon. 
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Pardon. Let thy firit Care be, not to do an 
ill Action ; thy next Care, to repent of it. 

5. Offend not either God or thy Neigh- 
bour knowingly and deliberately ; but if thou 
falleit by furprize, confeſs it; for Conteſſion 
is ſome Part of Satisfaction: By denying a 
little Sin, thou makeſt it greater; but b 
confefling a great Sin to God, thou make 
it as none at all, if after Conſeſſion thou for- 
ſakeſt it. 

6. Be ftriftly juſt in all thy Dealings with 
Man, and think not thy ſelf diſcharg'd from 
the Duty of Rightcouſneſs towards thy 
Neighbour, by any extraordinary Meafure of 
pretended Zeal and Piety rowerds God; for 
all ſuch Pretences to Picty are but Hypocri- 
fie, if Men be not really Honcſt, as well as 
ſeemingly Devout : tor Diſhoneſty and Un- 
righteouſneſs will certainly ſhut Men out of 
Heaven, as well as Impicty and Profancnefs. 
1 Cor. 6. 9. 

7. Think it not ſufficient that you do not 
do an ill thing, but you muſt not do an hard 
thing to any, but be kind and charitable, as 
well as juſt and honeſt ; always endeavour- 


ing to do the utmoſt good you can, by a 


Life of univerſa! Uſctulneis. 

8. Deride not any Man's Detormities, but 
bleſs God that they are not TH e. Men ſhall 
anſwer at God's Bar for their vicious Ha- 
bits, but not for their natural Imperſections. 

9. Never forget the Kindneſſes which o- 
thers do ſor vou: Never upbraid others with 
the Courtefies which you do for them. 

10. Be covetous of nothing but of . 
Good, and prodigal of nothing but of go 


Counlcl. 11. Pro- 


. —— @©T ©. 
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11. Promiſe nothing which may Prejudice 
thee in the Performance, but e what 
thou haſt promis'd, tho' it be to thy real Pre- 
judice, except it be unlawful. A wiſe Man 
meaſures his Promiſes by his Abilities, but 
he meaſures his Performances by his Promiſes. 

12. Always judge of Men by their Conver- 
ſation towards God, never by God's Ditpen- 
ſation towards them. 

13. Let not What is falſly talk'd of thee 
ever trouble thee, for an ill Report makes no 
body an ill Man: be careful to do nothing 
that deferves to be ill ſpoken of, and then 
let it never trouble thee to be ill ſpoken of 
undeſervedly. 

14. Revenge not an Injury tho' thou couldſt, 
yet ſhew that thou art able to revenge it it thou 
u ouldſt. To revenge a Wrong done unto thee, 
is a greater Wrong to thy ſelf than the Injury 


receiv'd by thee. Beware when others hurt 


thee, that thou hurt not thy elf. 

15. Unwillingly undertake a Suit of Law, 
and moſt willingly make an end of it, Chuſe 
rather to buy Quietneſs with ſume Lo's, 
than to gain much by Strife and Contention z 
for going to Law is one of thofe lawful 
Things which is very dithcultly manag'd 
without Sin; "Tis rare it a Man wrongs not 
his Soul, by righting his Eſtate. 

16, Look upon Obedience to the Authority 
which God has fer over you (in all lawful 
unforbidden Things) to be a neceſſary and 
mdifpenfible Duty. In all ſuch Caſes, it is 
not tor Men of private Capacity to diſpute, 
but to obey. 


B. CH AP. 
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Praftical Directions 
GH AP, II. 


Containing particular Advices for the wwell- 
managing of every Day. 


1. NEgia and end every Day with God: In 
the Morning when you awake, accuſtom 
= felt to think firſt upon God, and let him 
ve your firſt awaking Thoughts; lift up 
our — to God reverently and thank tully 
for the Reit in the Night pail, and let your 
firſt Diſcourſe be agreeable to your Thoughts. 
Pſa. 139. 18. Neu [ azcake, Tam til t 
ghee. 
. Spend that Time which muſt neceſſarily 
be allow'd tor the dreſſing of your ſelves in 
fruittul Meditation on the great Mercy of a 
Night's reit, and of your renew'd Time. Think 
how * ſpent that Night in Hell, how ma- 
ny in a Priſon, how many worricd out that 
Night in tormenting Pains, and languiſhing 
Dittempers, weary of their Beds and their 
Lives together: 'I hink alſo how many Souls 
were the laſt Night ſummon'd trom their Bo- 
dies, to appear before the dreadful God, and 
how ſoon your laſt Night may come. 

3. Let ſecret Prayer, by your ſelf alone, be 
conſtantly rtorm'd, betore the Work ot the 
Day be undertaken: It is much better to go 
from Prayer to Buſineſs, than from Bufinets 
to Prayer, in regard of the Mind's Freedom 
from Aatacting Thoughts ; becauſe alſo, it 
the World gets the Start oft Religion in the 
Morning, tis hard for Religion to overtake 
the World all the Day after. 

4. Let 
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for the wel- managing of every Day. 21 
4. Let Family-Worſhip be performed con- 
ſtantly and ſeaſonably, at that Hour which is 
freeit in regard of Interruption; and look that 
it be reverently and ſpiritually pertormed ; 
Call not then tor the Cuſhion, when there is 
more need of the Pillow. 

5. Then ſet about and follow the I. abour of 
your Calling with Diligence and Induſtry : He 
that ſays, Be ſorvoent in Prayer, lays allo, Fe 
not Hot l ful tu B., Rom. 12. and let the 
Day be ſpent in your Calling watchfully, watch- 
ing the Company you converſe with, and the 
Corruption which you find ſtirring in you; but 
eſpecially watch againſt thoſe Temprations 
which the Company you are with, the Place 
you are in, or the Work and Calling you arg 
about, may expoſe you to, or lay you under 

6. When about your Calling, it alone, im- 

rove the Time in fruitful Meditation, and 
* Ejaculations, or ſhort Prayers, which are 
no hindrance at all to your worldly Bufinefs ; 
it in Company, in ſuch profitable Diſcourſe 
as may tend to make thy {elf and others both 
wiſer and better. 

7. In doing your Duty in the Labours of your 
Calling, humbly depend upon God's Fatherly 
Care for a comtortable Subſiſtence for thy ſelt 
and Family, and compoſe thy Mind in all 
Conditions of Lite, to a quiet and ſteady De- 
pendance on Divine Providence, being anxi- 
ouſly careful for nothing, but caſting ad your 
Care upon him, that careth for you. 

8. Heedfully obſerve all the Paſſages ot 
Divine Providence daily, both towards th 
ſelf and others; and thoſe providential Di. 
peniations which thou canit not thoroughly 
B z un- 
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underſtand, endeavour awfully to admire. 
9. In all Places, and in all Companies, re- 
member rhe Preſence of God, and walk con- 
tinually as under the View of his all fceing 
and oblerving Eve. Often contider that God 
is every where preſent, and then you will ſtu- 
128 to be every where holy. 
©. Walk every Day with an high Eftcem 
of — Preciouſneſs, Swiftne's, and Irrecovera- 


blene's of your Time, and retolve to ſpend it. 


in nothing which you dare not pray tor a 
Blefling upon, in —— you know mult 
be repented ot before vou die, in _nothi ng 
which it would be dangrrous to be found doing, 
it Death ſhould furprize you in the doing of it. 

11. Look every Gs to the faithful Dif- 


_charge ot the _— ve Duties of your fere- 


ral Relations, as Husbands and Wives, Pa- 
rents and Children, Matters and Servants, and 
remember that much of the Lite and Power 
of Religion conſiſts in the conſcientious Prac- 
tice of Relative Datics. 

12. In the Evening retire, and take a View 
of your Actions the Day paſt, examine what 
good you ha ve either done or r:ceiv 'd, and be- 
wail it as a Day loſt, in which you have not 
either profited others, or ad, antag d your felt. 


— — 


CHAP. IV. 


Of Glorrfying God in our Natural Actions, 
nz. is our Eating, Drinking, ant Sleeping. 


T is the Advice of the Holy Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 
10. 31. Tat wherber we eas or drink, or 
WHOS» 


in our natural Actions. 23 


whatever we do, ro do all to the Glory of 
Got ; plainly implying, that a Chriſtian ought 
to perform his natural Actions to {piritual 
Purpoſes, and whilſt he is teeding his Body, 
mult have an Eye at his ſerving of God ; Eat- 
ing and Drinking to the ſatisfying of our Na- 
ture, and not to the gratifying of our Luſts. 
Our lawful Comforts, without Watchfulneſs, 
become our greateſt Snares : The firit Sin 
that ever was committed, enter'd the World 
by Eating: Our firit Patents pleas'd their 
App to their Ruin, which ought to 
make their Poſterity atraid of all fntul Ex- 
ceſſes; to prevent which, let the following 
Ru es be remember'd and oblerv'd. 

1. Raiſe not any perplexing Scruples about 
what you are to cat and drink; which ſerve 
to no Purpoſe, but only to your own Vexa- 
tion: Remember, Chriit hath taken awa 
that Diſtinction of Meats (Ceau and Un- 
clean) which was of old amongſt the ems, 
and has given us 4 Liberty of teeding u 
all the good Creatures of God with Tempe- 
rance and Sobriety. 1 Tim. 4. & Foery 
Creature of God 15 good, and nothing to be 
refus'd if it be receiv u with T bankjgiving. 
Which hinis a ſecond Rule. 

2. Look that your Meat and Drink be bleſt 
and ſanctified to you by Prayer and Thankf(- 
giving: Sit not down to your Food as a Beaſt 
to his Fodder, without taking any Notice of 
the Hand that provides it tor you, Our Meat 
doth not nouriſh us by its own Power, but 
by Divine Appointment; and therefore out 
Blefled Saviour, tho' he was Lord ot the 
Creatures, yet did not fit down to feed on 
B 4. them 


24 Of glorifying Goo 
them before he look'd up to Heaven for a 
Blefhing upon them, St. Wark 6. 41. Re 
member that the Creatures on your Table are 
God's Creatures, and it you convert them to 
your own Ute without asking God's Leave, 
you are bold Ufurpers. 

3. Fat and Drink as in the Prefence and 
View of God: We are mol? apt to forget God 
at our Meals, teeding our folves without Fear. 
Now the Remembrance of God's Eye upon 
us will remedy this: It is a memarable E «- 

refſfion which you have in Exod. 18. 12, 
And Aaron ans all che Fliers of lfracl 
came to ear Fread with Moſcs Farber-in- 
Jaw before God. Where obſerve, (i) The 
Greatre's of their Courteſie. (z.) The Graci- 
ouſneſs of their Carriage. "Their Courtche was 
great; though ZerÞro was a Stranger, and no 
Faelite, yet the Elders of Mac, honour'd 
him with their Company ; and their Carri- 
age was gracious, fle came to eat Fread 
Wirk bim before God, that is, in g/orcam & 
honorem Dei, ſays one, to the Honour and 
Glory of God: They received their Suſte— 
Nance as in God's Sight, and caus'd their Pro- 
vifion to tend to God's Praiſe. 

4. Remember that Reaſon, and not Appe- 
tite, is to be our Guide and Rule, both tor 
the Quantity and Quality of our Meat and 
Drink; Not what Appetite likes best, but 
what Reaſon and Judgment tells you is bet}, 
ought to be receiv'd by you. Meat and Drink 
have deſtroyed more Thouſands than ever 
Poiſon did; becauſe Perſons arc not fo fear- 
ful of theſe as they are of that. What an a- 
bominable Shame is it for a Man, inſtead of 


being 
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in our Natural Action:. 2% 


being govern'd by Reaſon, to be enſlav'd by 
his Luſt, and to have his ſenſitive Appetite 
command his rational Faculty! 

5. Take heed of making thy Table a Snare, 
either to thy ſelf, or others. This is done two 
ways; (1.) When our Meals are Incentives to 
Sin, and our Food is made Fuel tor our Luſts ; 
the Fleſh is frequently an Enemy too _ 
for us when we take away its Armour, an 
fight againſt it; but much more fo, when we 
our ſelves put Weapons into its Hand, and 
provide it Ammunition to fight againſt us. 
Rom. 13. ult. Make vo Proviſion for the 
Fe, ro fulfil the Luſts thereof. (z.) We 
make our Table a Snare, when by our Impor- 
tunities we urge others to eat and drink more 
than they deſire, or their Natures will well 
bear. It is unqueſtionably lawtul tor.a Man 


ſometimes to exceed in his Proviſions for his 


Friends, but lawful at no time to exceed the 
Bounds of Sobricty and Moderation himſelf, 
or to ſollicit others fo to do. The Royal 
Example of Abaſuerns, an Heathen King, 
the Spirit of God has recorded to the Shame 
of many that call them ſelves Chriſtians; Eh. 
t. „„ 8, when he made a Magnificent Feaſt 
for his Princes and Nobles, he commands 
that every Man cat and drink according to 
his own Pleaſure, and not be compell'd. 

6. Let every one labour to underitand what 
is molt conducible to his own Health, and let 
that be the ordinary Meaſure of his Diet, both 
tor Quantity, Quality, and Time, It is eve- 
ry Man's Duty to obſerve the Temper of his 
own Body, and to underſtand his particular 


Con- 
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Conſtitution, in order to the Preſervation of 
Life and Health, and that a healthful Body 
may be afliftant to a holy Soul in the Ser- 
vice of God. 

7. Often confider with thy ſelf what a dan- 
gerous Sin the Sin of Intemperance is. "Tis 
an Inlet to all Sin, and for e Rca ſon per- 
baps is not particularly forbidden in any one of 
the Commandments, becauſe it is contrary to 
them all. Drurkenneſs may be call'd a Breach 
ot every one of the Commandments, becauſe 
it diſpoſes Men to break them all: What Sin 
Is it that a drunken Man itards not ready to 
commit? Formcarion, Afrurder, Atuitery, 
Inceſt, what rot? And how doth this Sin 
transform -a Man into a Beaſt : and make 
him the Shame and Reproach of Humane 
Nature? Ot the tuo, it is much worſe to be 
Me a Beztit than to be a Beaſt: The Beaſt 
is what God has made ir, but the Drunkard 
js what Sin and the Devil has made him. 
Add to this, that the intemperate Man is his 
own Tormenter, yea, his own Deſtroyer; as 
appears by the many Diſeaſes and untimely 
eathswhichSurfeiting and Drunkenneſs daily 
bring upon Men. For as Temperance and 
Sobriety is the Nurſe and Preferver of Lite 
and Health, fo Exceſs is the Occaſion of 
Self murther ; tis like the lingering Poy ſon, 
which tho" it works flowly, yer it deſtroys 
furely. Confider laſtly, that Intemperance 
is a Sin which a Man cannot preſently repent 
of, as foon as he has commirred it: A drunk- 
en Man is no more fit to repent than a dead 
Man; and, what Aſſurance hath any Man, 
when Drunk enrich cloſes his Eyes over Night, 
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that he ſhall ever open them again in this 
World? Confider how many have died in 
drunken Fits, without being ſenſible of their 
Conditions, till they have been miſerably ſur- 
priz'd by the unconceivable Torments of Hell> 
Fire. 

8. Think it neither unlawful nor indecent to 
intermingle innocent and harmleſs Mirth with 
your Eating and Drinking, but alwaysremem- 
ber to keep within the Bounds of Modeſty, 
Decency and Sobriety. It is certainly a me- 
lancholy Reflection, that in the thing we call 
Society and Converſation, the Gentleman and 
the Chriſtian, Mirth and Religion, ſhould be 
thought inconfiftent; that Men, to flee Pre- 
ciſeneſs, muſt run into Debaucher and Pro- 
tianeneſs. Cannot Sourneſs and Moroſeneſs 
be baniſh'd our Converſation, but Modeſty and 
Sobriety muſt be baniſh'd roo? Muſt our 
Entertainments of one another at our Tables, 
adminiſter either to Sin or Sullennefs ? Surely 
it is poſſible to obſerve the Rules of Conver- 
{ation better, without running into either Ex- 
tream, A virtuous and wife Man at his Ta- 
ble may let his Tongue loofe in innocent Plea- 
ſantneſs, but at the ſame Time he ſcorns to 
be guilty of the leaſt Indecency : Eph. 4. 29. 
Let no filthy Communication proceed out of 
your Mouth, bur that wehich is good, to the 
we of Edifying. 

As touching [nremPerance, and Exceſs in 
Sleep, Necethty curcs molt of you that are 
Poor of this Evil, and it may be happy for you 
that it doth fo ; tor how many thoutand Hours 
have ſome that are Rich to account tor, which 
were ſpent in a hhiatul Exceſs ot Slecp! And, O 
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how earneſtly will fuch Perſons ſhortly wifh 
for thoſe Hours to ſpend over again, which 
were thus conſum d! 

1. Let Prudence direct you about the Mea- 
ſure of your Sleep, and Piety inſtruct you to 
mind the Ends of it, which are the repairing 
of Nature, the retreſhing of the Spirits, the 
ſupporting of our trail Bodies, which conti- 
nual Labour and Toi! would ſoon worry and 
wear out. But now a moderate Degree of 
Sleep, belt ferves theſe Ends, namely, to fit us 
for Buſinefs, and enable us to ferve God by 
an active Obedience. 

2. Often contider what a great Time waſter 
iImmoderatc Sleep is; for all that Time a 
Man's Reaton lies idle and buried, all his 
Wiſdom and Knowledoe is of no Ulie or Ad- 
vantage to him'clt or his Neighbour. 

z. Remember how very injurious immode- 
rate Sleep is both to thy Body and Soul: To 
thy Body, in filling that full of Diſeaſcs, and 
making it a very Sink ot pernicious Humours: 
To thy Soul, by bringing a itupitying Dulneſs 
on its Faculties, and thereby rendring it unfit 
for Holy Services. 

Remember a ſo the grand Importance of 
the Bufinefs of your Souls, which lies conti u- 
ally upon your Hands ; and let the Confide- 
ration of the greatneſs of your Work rouze and 
raiſe you from a Bed of Sloth. It you have 
a Journey to go, or ſome extraordinary Buſi- 
neſs to do, you can riſe early at a particular 
Time, why not then every Day, when you 
have much greater Buſineſs to do for Cod 
and your Souls! 
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5. Remember that your Morning-hours are 
* Flower of your Time, and that early rifin 
makes at once both the Body healthful, — 
the Soul holy. The Morning is the beſt Time 
for enjoying "God and our felves ; then our 
Spirits are freſh, and our Hearts free from 
worldly Cares. 

6. Believe your ſelf certainly accountable to 
God for the time you ſpend in _— this 
will make you, with Holy Hooper, ſparing of 
your Sleep, more ſparing of your Diet, and 
moſt ſparing of your Time. 


CHAT V. 


Of elorifying God in our Civil Employments, 
and Labours of our particular Callings. 


A Lmighty ty God has ſent no Man into ds 
World to be idle, but to ferve him in the 
way of an honeſt and induitrious Diligence. 
He that ſays, Remember the Sabbath-gay to 
keep it Holy, ſays alſo, Stix Days ſhalt thou 
labeur ; cither with the Labour of the Mind, 
or of the Body, or with both. Riches and a 
great Eſtate will excuſe none from labouring, 
in ſome kind or other, in the Service of our 
Maker; for he that receives moit Wages, ſure- 
ly ought to do ſome Work. 

t. Labour to underitand, and be thoroughly 
ſenſible how much you are beholden to God tor 
the Benefit of a Calling. Thouſands are now 
bleſling God in Heaven, tor the Bleſſing of a 
Calling hefe on Earth, by which Multitudes of 

Temp- 
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Temptations were prevented : How many Sing 
doth a Lite of Idleneſs expoſe a Man unto! 

2. Be diligent and induſtrious in the Way 
of thy Calling, and that from a Principle of 
Obedience to the Divine Command. He that 
fays, Be fervent iu Prayer, ſays allo, Be 
nor florbfuld in 1 

2. If thou art called to the meaneſt and moſi 
laborious Calling, as that of an Husbandman, 
murmur not at it becauſe it is weariſome to 
the Fleſh ; but eye the Command of God, 
and in Obedience thereunto, be diligent in thy 
Place, and then thou oloritie(t God as truly, 
when digging in the Field, as the Miniſter in 
his Pulpit, or the Prince upon his Throne. 

4. Beitrictiy Juſt, and cxactly Righteous in 
the Way of thy Calling, and with a generous 
Diſdain and reſolute Contempt, abhor the get- 
ting of Riches by Untighteouſneſs: Cured 
Gain is no Gain. How fad is it to be Rich 
on Earth, and roar in Hell for unrighteous 
Riches! He that cheats and over-reaches, he 
that tricks and detrauds his Neighbours, is as 
ſure to go to Hell, without Repentance and 
Reſtitution, as the prophaneſt Swearer or 
Drunkard in a Town. 1 Cor. 6. 9. Know 
ge not rbat the Unrizhreous hall not inhbe- 
yit the King tom of Gol, 

5. Be very carctul that thy particular Cal- 
ling, as a private Perſon, do not encroach 
pon thy general Calling as a Chriſtian : The 
World is a great Devourer of precious Time, 
it robs the Soul of many an Hour which 
ſhould be ſpent in Communion with God, and 
in Communion with our own Hearts, How 

many 
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many are fo taken up with their Trade on 
Earth, that they forget to converſe with Hea- 
yen: Verily there is a Holy Part in every 
Man's Time, which the daily Exerciſe of Re- 
ligion calls for, and which 'tis our daily Duty 
to keep inviolable from the Sacrilegious Hands 
of an encroaching World. 

6. Labour after an heavenly Frame of Spi- 


tit in the Management of thy Earthly Buſi- 


neſs: and take heed that thy Worldly Em- 
ployments do not blunt the edge of thy Spi- 
ritual Affections, but endeavour to keep thy 
Heart cloſe with God, when thy Hand is em- 
ploy'd in the Labours of thy Calling. A 


tiithful and loving Husband, when he has 


been abroad all Day in Variety of Company, 
yet when he cometh home at Night, he brings 
his Affections with him as entire to his Wife, 
as when he went forth in the Morning from 
her; yea, he is inwardly pleas'd that he is 
got from all other Company, to enjoy hers : 
Thus doth a hea venly- minded Chriſtian, after 
he hath ſpent ſome Time amidit his worldly 
Buſineſs in the Labours ot his Calling, he de- 
fires and endeavours to bring his whole Heart 
to God with him, when at Night he returns 
into his Preſence, to wait upon him ; yea, he 
ftrives to keep his Heart with God all the 
Day Ing, by often lifting it up to God in 
Holy Thoughts and Pious Ejaculations, which 
are an Help, rather than an Hindrance to 
worldly Buſincſs. 

7. Eye God in every Providence thou meet 
with in thy Calling. Doit thou meet with 
any Diſappointment ? See and be ſenſible of 
God's Hand in it; all chat are diligent 5 not 

tat- 
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thriving in this World; there are Myſterics 
of Providence, as well as Myſteries of Faith, 
which we can never fathom. Doſt thou meet 
with a Blefling > Own God in all that good 
Succe's thou finde ſt in thy Employment; ſay 
with holy Jacob, Gen. 33. 11. The Lord 
bath dealt gracronfly with me, ani I bave 
enorgh. When God at any Time ſends thee 
in Profit, let it be thy Care to return him 
Praiſe; for nothing is fo acceptable ro God 
as a pratetul Mind. 

8. Watch daily againſt the Sin of thy Cal- 
ling, as allo againſt the Sin of thy Conttitu— 
tion; and whatercr Tempration thou racer'(} 
with from either, cry mightily to Heaven for 
Power to refiit them; knowing that when- 
ever thou yieldeſt to a Temptation, the Holy 
Spirit is thereby grieved, and the Devil goes 
away in Triumph. 

9. Having us d taithful Diligence in thy lau- 
tu! Calling, perplex not thy Thoughts about 
the Iddue and Succeſs of thy Endeavours, but 
labour to compoſe thy Mind in all Conditions 
of Life, to a quiet and ſteddy Dependance 
on God's Providence, being anxiouſly carctul 
for notbing. There is a threefold Care which 
the Scripture takes Notice of, namely, a Care 
of the Head, a Cate of the Hand, and a Care 
of the Heart. A Care of the Head, and that 
is a Care of Providence, and prudential Fore- 
caſt; this is commendable. A Care of the 
Hand, and that is a Care of Diligence and In- 
duſtry; this is profitable: But then there is 
the Care of the Heart, which is a Care 6b 
Dithcence and Diitruft, a Care of Anxiety and 
Perturbation 
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Perturbation of Mind ; this is culpable and ex- 
ceeding ſinful. See St. Matth. 6. 31, 32, 33, 34. 
10. Reſolve in thy Mind to be cheertul and 
contented with thy Portion (little or much) 
which God, as a Bleſſing upon tay Endeavours, 
allots unto thee. Be content, not becauſe thou 
canſt not have it otherwiſe, but from an Ap- 
probation of Divine Appointment. Neceſſity 
was the Heathen Schoolmatlter, to teach Con- 
tenement, but Faith muſt be the Chriſtian's, 
Phil. 4. 11, 14. I have learnt, ſays the holy 
Apoſtle, (not at the Feet of Gamalrel, but in 
the School of Chriſt) Sor how to be abaſed, 
au bow to abounds, how to be full, and 
how to be empty; yea, I know in <eharſoe- 
ver fate I am, rtherexcith to be content. 
How ate ſome Chriſtians Minds, like Mufical 
Inſttaments, quite out of Tune with every 
Change of Weather ? But it is an even Com- 
poſedneſs of Mind in all Conditions of Lite 
that Glorifics God, and is ad vantageous to our 
ſelves, 1 Ti. G. 16. Goiltnels with Content- 
ment isgrear Gai. Not G with an 
Hate, but Goa/ineſs with Conteniment. 
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CH AP. VI. 
Of glorifying God iu our lawful Recreations. 


I being impoſlible for the Mindof Man to 
be always intent upon Buſineſs, and for the 
Body to be exerciſed in continual Labours, the 
Wiſdom of God has therefore adjudg'd ſome 
Diverſion and Recreation (the better to fit 


both 
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both Body and Mind for the Service of their 
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Maker) to be both needful and expedient ; 
ſuch is the Conſtitution of our Bodies, and 
the Complexion ot our Minds, that neither 
of them can endure a conſtant Toil, without 
ſome Relaxation and delightful Diverſion ; 
As a Bow, it always bent, will prove flug- 
piſh and unſerviceable; in like manner will z 
Chriſtian's Mind, if always intent upon the 
belt Things, the Arrow of Devotion will ſoon 
flag, and fly but {lowly towards Heaven. A 
wite and good Man perhaps could wiſh that 
his Body needed no fuch Diverſion, but find- 
ing his Body tire and grow weary, he is forc'd 
to give way © Reaſon, and let Religion chute 
ſuch Necres tions as arc healthful, ſhort, te- 
creative, and proper to refreſh both Mind and 
Body: To which Purpoſe, the following 
Cautions may be neceſſary, 


1. Look that your Recreations be lawful, 
and ſuch as have nothing of Sin in them: We 
muſt not, to recreate our ſelves, do any thing 
which is difhonourtble to God, or injurious to 
our Neighbour, as they do who droll upon 
Things that are Sacred, and who make back- 
biting Diſcourſe theic Recreation, and the En- 
tertainment ot their Friends. 

2. Look ther your Recreations anſwer the 
End and Deſign of their Inſtitution ; not to 
pa's Time away, which we ought above all 
things to ſtudy to redeem and improve. Sure- 
ly no Man needs to contrivehow to drive away 
his Time, which flies fo faſt of it ſelf, and 1 
ſo impoſſible to recover: But tae true End of 
Recreation is the refreſhing ot the Mind, and 
re” 
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recreating of the Body, to make them both the 
gttet for the Service of God in the Duties of 
ur general and particular Callings; therefore, 

. Be careful that your Recreations be ſhort 
and diverting, ſuch as may fit you for Buſi- 
neſs, rather than rob vou of your Time. He 
that makes Recreation his Buſineſs, will think 
Buſineſs a Toil. The End of Recreation is 
to fit us for Buſineſs, not to be ic felt a Bufi- 
res ous, 

3. Take care that Covetouſneſs have no- 
thing to do in your Recreitions: Let your 
End be merely to recreate your ſelt, not to 
win Money, for that will certainly bring you 
into a doubleDanger ; the one, of Coveteouſneſs 
and a greedy detire of winning, the other, of 
Rage and Anger at thy bad Fortune, it thou 
happen'tt to loſe, Coveteouſneſs will occa- 


hon thy Cheating and Couzening, and Anger 


occaſion thy Swearing and Cu ſing; and thus 


thou makett that which is lawful in it ſelſ, un- 


lawful to thee, by making it an occafion of 
Sin to thee, 

5. Let not your Recreations be coſtly and 
expenſive : Some Perſons have ſpent more in 
Gaming vainly, than would build and endow 
an Hoſpital, and maintain many Familiescom- 
tortably, little confidering that they are only 
God's Stewards, and mutt be ſeverely account- 
able to him for every Inch of their Time, and 
every Penny in their Purſe, which is confum'd 
in Sin and Vanity. 

6. Take heed x wif your Sports and Recrea- 
tions be not cruel : We ought not to retreſh our 
ſelves with Spectacles of Cruelty, in ſeeing ei- 

Beaſts needleſly rormenting each 
other; 
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other; that Enmity which is among the Crea- 
tures is certainly the Effect of our Sin. What 
a Heart then has thar Man, that can rake De- 
light in ſeeing the dumb Creatures torment one 
another? Is it not enough for thee to behold 
the Antipathieswhich thy Sin has put into the 
Natures of the Creatures, but thou muſt bar- 
barouſly make thy felf merry with their Mi- 
feries, who (in their kind) are far more ſer- 
viceable to the Creator than thy (elf? 

7. Remember, Young-men, that God's Eye 
is in the midft of you, when in the midit of 
your Sports and Recreations; theretore be wiſe 
and moderate in the Purſuit of them : Do all 
Things as in God's Sight, and you will do 
every Thing to God's Glory. Reſpect ought 
to be had ro God in all we do, not in ow 
Vocations only, but in our Recreations alſo; 
and the Remembrance of God's all-ſeeing Eye 
upon us, will have an univerſal Influence upon 
all our Actions. 

$. Take an extraordinary Care that your 
Recreations do not engroſi 700 mnch of your 
recious Time, which was given for no- 
ler Purpoſes: Oh, how adly do ſome young 
Men addict themſelves to a Lite of Pleaſure, 
Eaſe and Volupruouſrefs, unworthily waſting 
the Flower of their Youth, the Strength of 
their Body, the Vigour of their Minds, drown- 
ing in a brutiſh ſenſuality the farr and go 
Hopes of A Virtuous Education, together with 
the Honour of theu Families, the Expectation 
of their Country, and the Improvement of 
their Parts! As if Almighty God had placed 
them on the Earth, as Zeviarban in the pe 
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only to take their Sport and Paſtime therein. 
Such Perſon, sbeing Lovers of Pleaſure more 
than Lovers of God, are certainly in a moſt 
deplorable State. 

9. But above all, take heed of making the 
Lord's Day your Day of Sports and Recrea- 
tion: This is a Crime of a tremendous Guilt. 
Woo be to that Man which diſturbs God's 
holy Reſt with his unholy Sports. God's 
holy Day calls for holy Delight: Ia. 58. 13. 
Not doing thy Pleaſure on my boly Day. 
Thou art a poor Man, and ſteal'it Time trom 
thy Family tor unneceflary Recreations on 
the Week-day, it is Theft; but to ſteal Time 
from thy Maker and Redeemer on his Day, 
is Sacrilege : Ot the two, it is better to plough 
than to play, to dig than to dance upon the 
Lord's Day. | 


CHAP. VIL 
O glorifying God in our Religious Duries. 


Lmighty God being more Honorred or 
4:ſbonouret by us in our Religious Du- 

ties, than in all the Actions ot our Lives be- 
lides, it concerns us to be exactly caretul how 
we manage our Deportment in his Preience, 
when we worſhip at his Foorftoo!, and bow 
before his Mercy-Seat, It ic be a Sin not to 
aim at the Glory of God when Eating and 
Drinking at our own Table, much more ſo 
when Eating and Drinking at his Table,when 
we are pertorming the moſt ſolemn 3 
er- 
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Exerciſes of our Religion. How ſuperſtitiouſh 
Devout were the Old Heathens in the Service 
of their dumb Idols! They thought nothing 
too good for their falſe Gods, for whom the 
wortt was wor bad enough, the Worſhipper 
being better than the God he worſhipped, 


When thy were going to offer their Sacrifices 
their Prieſt cried out in the Audience of the 
People, Procu// O procut, eſte profani: 
Depart all vou that are impure and profant 
from the hoty Sacrifices v4 the Grods. And 
if they were ſo ſtrict and devout in the Scr. 
vice of their falſe Gods, ſhall not we exerciſe 
a more extraordinary Care and Cartion in the 
Religious Service of the Living and true God? 
Therefore to prevent finful Miſcarriages in 
Holy Duties, the following Advices may be 
neccſſary. ü 
1. Labour to entertain in thy Mind awful 
Apprebenſions, and ſuitable Conceptions f 
the Majeſty of that God thou art addrefling 
thy ſelf unto : Conceive of him in thy Mind 
as a God of ſuch incomprehenfible Greatne'; 
and Majeſty, of ſuch tranſcendent Holine'; 
and Purity, of ſuch Sanctity and Severity, 
that he cannot behold Iniquity in any of his 
Worſhippers, without the greateſt Abhor- 
rence and Deteſtation; and for that Reaſon 
approach thou to him with a holy Fear, with 
an humble Reverence, and not without a 
trembling Veneration. 
2. Set not about religious Duties without 
vious Preparation. In every Work, whe- 
ther Natura! or Artificm!, ſome Preparation is 
receſſary to bring it to Perfection. In Works 
of Nature, the — muſt be digg'd and 
dreſi d, 
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dreſs d, plough'd and prepar'd, before the Seed 
be caſt into it. In Works of Art, the Muſician 
muſt ſtring and tune his Inſtrument before he 
can play his Leſſon melodioutly : Surely then, 
in Holy and relig ous Duties (towards which 
our Hearts are naturally fo backward and a- 
verſe) it concerns us to exerciſe a Preparatory 
Care to bring our Hearts into, and keep them 
in ſuch a holy, humble, joyful, thankful Frame 
and Poſture, that God may have the Glory, 
and we the Comfort of all our Religious Ad- 
dreſſes to him, and Attendance upon him, in 
the Way of his Ordinances. 

z. Keep a watchtul Eye upon thy Heart 
when thou art engag'd in any religious Duty: 
Never are our Hearts fo apt to wander as at 
fuch a time, and therefore they require a ſtrong 
Guard, How very backward is the Heart to 
Duty? How naturally dead and dull in Duty? 
How ſoon weary of Duty? How many Pre- 
tences will our Hearts make to cauſe us to 
omit Holy Pertormances, or to render us heed- 
e's and lifeleſs in them? Therefore as good 
Nebemiad, when building, did work and 
watch, watch and work, fo we muſt in Duty 
pray and watch, watch and pray. 

4. Make Con'cience of gloritying God in all 
Religious Duties, one as well as another: Par- 
tiality is hateful to God in the Duties of Reli- 
gion, which have all a Divine Stamp upon 
them. Many complain of their Deadnets in 
Prayer, and Dulneſs under the Word, who ne- 
rer came to the Sacrament : Wonder not at it, 
God will not meet thee in one Ordinance, if 
thou neglectedit him in another. We muſt not 
Umit 
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limit and bind the Holy Spirit to this or tha 
Duty, but wait upon him in all. Almiphn 
God is pleaſed to communicate himſelf with 

reat Yariety to his Children, at one Time 
in this Ordinance, at another Time in that, 
on purpoſe to keep up the Eſteem of all is 
our Hearts, and to engage us to attend upon 
all conſcientiouſly in the whole Courſe of out 
Lives. 

5. Look that in all thy Religious Duties thoy 
ſerveſt God with an holy Alacrity, witha Spi. 
ritual Delight and Joy. Joy ſuits no Perſon & 
well as a Chriſtian, and at no Seaſon fo well as 
when waiting upon God in Religious Duties: 
We have a Promiſe of it, I'a. 12. 3. 7/5 
Joy ſpall ye dra Hater our of the Well; 
of Salvation. And we have alſo a Promiſe 
made unto it, Ia. 64. 5. Thom meereft him 
that rejoyceth, and worketh Righteonuſneſ; 


- that is, thou 1 him. 


6. Look that thy End in attending upon 
Religious Duties, be the ſame with God's Cod 
in appointing them; namely, F, That by 
them we ſhould pay our Homage to him a: 
our Sovereign Lord: And, Secon/y, that 
through them he may communicate h:s Spiri- 
tual Bleſhngs into his Peoples Boſoms. 

*. Aborcall, take Care that thou doſt not 
blot thy holy and religions Duties by a wick- 
e4 and wnboty Life. A little ſeeming Zeal at 
thy Devotion in the Church will not gild o. 
ver the Week's Miſcarriages in thy Shop, nor 
atone for thy Pride and Paſſion, for thy De- 
ceit and Fraud, for thy Riot and Ex 
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CHAP. VIII. 
Of glorifying God in Publick Worſhip. 


* is conſeſ d by all Perſons who have any 
Senſe of God and Religion upon their 
Minds, that they were made to ſerve and glo- 
rifie their Great Creator, by a conſtant Ac- 
knowledgment of his Sovereignty over them, 
and their continual Dependance upon him, 
Now much of the Honour of God, and the 
Credit of Religion, depends —_ the due Per- 
formance of his publick Worſhip ; this glori- 
fies God much more than any pros Ad- 
dreſſes from the Family or the Cloſer, both 
as it creates a greater Veneration and FEftrem 
of God in the Minds of Men, and #lfo be- 
cauſe publick and ſolemn Adorations are the 
moſt illuſtrious Teſtimonies we can render to 
God of our Homage to him. Befides, how 
reaſonable is it, that we ſhould own the God 
whom we ſerve, in the Face of the World 
Not but that a Chriſtian Fonorrs God 
highly, and ſerves him acceptably, by his Fa- 
mily Duties, and Cloſer Devotions ; but we 
do much more gloriſie him by our publick 
Addrefles. Then we honour God eminently, 
when we let others ſee con{picuouſly the high 
kiteem we have of his Excellencies, and 
caufe the Voice of his Praiſe to be heard a- 
mong Men. The Hoon that is done to 
Perſons among Men is not done in ſecret, but 
is always a publick Thing. Honour me he- 
fore the Elters of my People, ſaid Sant to 
Samuel; in like manner we give unto the 
C Lord 
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Lord the Honour due unto his Name, when 
others are Witnefles of the Efteem which we 
have of his divine Perſections, by our reve- 
rent Acknowledgment of him in his blick 
Worſhip. To excite you therefore a diligent 
and daily Attendance upon God in publick 
Worſhip, as you have Opportunity, conſider, 
(1.) That 2 Worſhip glorifics God 
mot. (2.) He accepts it beſt. 

1. Publick Worſhip glorifics God moſt, be- 
cauſe hereby a Senſe of God and Religion is 
beſt kepr up and preſerved in the World, 
which otherwiſe would be in Danger of being 
loſt. It the publick Aſſemblies fall, Reli- 

jon cannot long ſtand ; the Worſhip of God 
in our Cloſets will not do this, becauſe it is 
unſeen. What we do alone, no Body ſees, 
(nor is it intended that 3 and 
therefore that cannot induce others to the 
* fame Way of glocitying God: But when Men 
ſee a Body of Chriſtians Aſſembled together 
in an humble manner, with pious Devotion 
and ſubmiſſive Reverence, with bended Knees, 
and Eyes lifted up to Heaven, paying their 
folemn Acknowledgments to the — or of 
their Being, this ſtrikes Men with a certain 
Awe, and ſupports the Belief both of God's 
Exiſtence and Bencficence allo in the Minds 


Multitude of poor People conſtantly waiting 
at the Cates of a Houſe, we preſently con- 
clude that ſome great and good Man dwells 


blick Worſhip of pious ians ſpread 


the 


the Fame of God's extraordinary Goodneſs 
far and near; whereas when * 
rea 


4 


of Men : As for Inſtacce, when we fee a great 


there, whom the Poor wait 7. Thus doth' 
:hriſt 
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tread in the Courts of his Houſe, (which were 
built to contain a Multitude of Worſhippers, 
and to repreſent the iyconceivable Greatneſs 
of that God who is therein worſhipped) rhis 
very much damps the Senſe of God and Re- 
ligion in the World, and repreſents him after 
a poor and contemptible Faſhion. Oh! how 
unſuitable then is it, that the Worſhip of 
ſuch a ſuper-excellent and tranſcendent Be- 
ing as is, ſhould be confin'd to our Cla- 
ſets and private Houſes, when it is much 
more ſuitable and agreeable to his Nature 
that we magnifte and praiſe him as openly 
and publickly as pofſibly we can, that fo we 
may not ſeem to worſhip ſome little perry 
Deity, but the Almighty and Univerſal Lord 
of Heaven and Earth! . 

z. As publick Worſhip glorifies Cod moſt, 
ſo he accepts it beſt ; for there is nothing that 
Almighty God more delights in, than in the 
joint Prayers and Praiſes of his People. P/a7. 
87. 2. T be Lord loves the Gares of Sion 
more than all the awvellings of ac: No 
doubt the Prayers which good Men put up 
to Almighty God from under their private 
Roofs, are very acceprable to him; butifa 
Chriſtian's fingle Voice in Prayer be ſo ſweet, 
what is the Church's Choir, the joint Prayer 
of a Multitude of good Men in Conſort to- 
gether! A Father is glad to ſee any one of his 
Children at his Houſe, and makes him wel- 
came when he vifits him, but when they 
meet all together there, then is the Feaſt and 
ſplendid Entertainment. Verily the publick 

rayers and Praiſes of God's Children, are 
the Emblems of Heaven; and a devout 
C 2 Soul 
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Soul when joining in the publick Afemblies, 
looks upon himſelf as in the very Suburbs of 
Heaven, it being the neareſt Approach that 
he can make to that glorified Society on this 


fide Glory. 
In order to your pre Attendance upen 
God in his publick Worſhip, let the follow- 


ing Directions be obſerv'd by you. 

1. Come always at the beginning of pab- 
lick Worſhip, and tarry conſtantly till all is 
ended ; nexher come late, nor run away car- 
ly, before the Blefling be given, which many 
careleſs People rudely do, as if they were as 

lad to get out of God's Houſe as out of a 
fon. Thoſe two Pious and Uſeful Men, 
whoſe Memories you of this Place have ſuch 
a deferv'd Veneration for, Mr. Rogers, ſome- 
time your Miniſter, and Mr. Hit4er am, the 
one in his Expoſition of St. Perer, and the 
other in his Lectures on St. John, do give 
nent Advice to their People, not only to 
come at the Beginning, but before the Begin- 
ning of publick Worſhip: Ir beroming the 
People, ſay they, to walt for the Miniſter, 
rather than the Minifter to ſtay for the Peo- 
Pe. Think not then that you are time enough 
at Church, if you get to the Sermon, though 
miſs the — for they prepare you 
the Word, and ſanctie the Word unto 
It is not the Way to profit by one Or- 
8 to neglect another. 
2. Enter the publick Aſſemblies awfully 


and reverentlyepreſume not to come into the 
Houſe of God as you do into à Play-Houſe 
or Dancing- School, laughing and toying, nor 
$0 go out of it as fuck ; 


t labour for a 
lively 
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lively and vigorous Senſe of God impreſs'd 
upon your Minds, and to get your Hearts poſ- 
ſeſt with the Conſideration of the infinite 
Majeſty, and glorious Excellency of that God 
u hum are addrefling your ſelves unto, 

3. When preſent in the publick Aſſemblies, 
join uniformly with the Congregation in all 
the Parts of God's Worſhip : It makes much 
for the Comelineſs and Reverence of God's 
Worſhip, that all Things be done in order; 
when the Congregation prays, bears, kneels, 
and ſings together, as it the whole Congre- 
gation were but one Man. 

4. Look that the Intention of your Mind, 
and the Reverence of your Body, do always 
accompany each other in the Publick Wor- 
ſhip of God; particularly in Prayer, look 
that your Soul aſcend with every Petition 
that is put up at the Throne of Grace, and - 
let the Poſture of thy Body declare the Ve- 
neration of thy Soul. To that end, always 
kneel at Prayer, if with any Conveni 

ou Can. Thi Poſture of — 
ometimes of lying Proſtrate upon the Face 
in Prayer, was conſtantly uſed in the Jewiſh 
Church, and the Chriſtian Church was never 
acquainted with any other Poſture, except 
only betwixt Eaſter and Whirſontide, when, 
in — of Chriſt's Reſurrection, the 
were wont to ſtand. As for ſuch am 
us who rudely fit at Prayer, it ſhews, thar 
their Minds are not eſt. with an awful 
Senſe of that vaſt and infinite Diſtance and 
Diſproportion that is betwixt God and them. 
Sitting, no where appears in Scripture to 
bave been uſed as a praying Poſture. As for 
| s 3 that 
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that one Text, 2 Cam. 7. 18. that David ſar 
befere the Lord, and faid, &c. it may as 
well be read, David abode or ftay's before 
the Lord, and fo is reader'd 1 Sam. 1. 22. 
Nor is it with me ſuppoſeable, that David 
would preſent his Supplications to Almigh- 
ty God in ſuch a ſaucy manner, as he would 
not ſuffer one of his own Subjects to preſent 
a Petition to himſelf, A Prince would not 
like an irreverent Behaviour from his Servants 
in his Bed-Chamber, where none befides him- 
felt is Witneſs to it, much leſs would he bear 
it in his Pretence-Chamber, where he fits 
upon his Throne before a multitude of his 
Subjects. 

5. Therefore to compoſe the Frame of your 
Mind, and to regulate the Behaviour of your 
Body wbilſt you are attending upon Almigh- 
ty God in his Publick Ordinances, often te- 
member the ſeveral Eyes that arc upon you, 
and taking notice of you; namely, the All- 
ſeeing Eye of God, the * Eye of 
Conſcience, che vigilant Eye of the World, 
and the malignant Eye of Satan. 

6. Never attend upon Almighty God in 
Publick Duties, betore you have waited upon 
him in your private Devotions : Enter the 
Cloſet betore you enter into God's Houte, 
and there firit confider, and then pray. Con- 
Acer with thy felf the Weight and [mpor- 
tance of thoſe Duties which thou art about 
to engage in: Confider the Worth and Value 
of an Oppertunity for thy Soul, which thou 
art that Day cniruſted with ; but eſpecially 
reflect often upon the Strictneſs of that Ac- 
count which is to be gi ven trom the long En- 
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joyment of the plentiful Means of Grace af- 
forded ro thee, Next bow thy Knees to Al- 
mighty God in Prayer, humbly implore his 
racious Preſence with thee, and Aſſiſtance of 
thee, in thy private Preparations, and in thy 
publick Adminiſtrations alſo. Remember 
that as thou can'ſt do nothing of thy ſelf at 
the Ordinance without God's Aſſiſtance, fo 
will God do nothing for thee by the Ordi- 
nance without thy A The Re- 
membrance of the former will ſtir thee up 
to a more fervent Supplication, and a more 
importunate Expectation of Help from Hea- 
ven: And the Conſideration of the latter will 
excite our Diligence and Care both in our 
Preparation for, and Attendance upon, all 
the — and ſolemn Inſtitutions of Almigh- 
Y Never therefore go forth out of thine own . - 
Houſe without Preparation and Prayer to 
the Houſe of God ; and ler ſuch of you as 
lead to me want of Ability to exprets your 
fires to God, make uſe of the Prayer for 
the Lord's Day, at the End of this Book, 
or ſome other, compos'd to your Hand ; both 
in your Cloſet alone, and allo in your Fami- 
ly, changing only the Perſon, according as 
you pray by your ſelf alone, or together 
with your Houſhold. 

7. As ſoon as the Publick Ordinances are 
over, retire and withdraw thy felt from the 
World, and be much in the preftnt Medita- 
tion of what thou haſt heard. If thou art a 
fingle Perſon, call thy Houſhold to give an 
Account of what they have heard that Day, 
and endeavour thy og (according to th 
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Duty) to be their Remembrancer, by repeat- 
ing to them, either by Strength of thy Me- 
mory, or by the Help of thy Pen, the chief 
Heads of Diſcourſe which were inſiſted u 

for the informing of their Judgments, and di- 
recting of their Practice. This was the pious 
Practice of your Fore-fathers ; and if ever 
Religion recovers its decayed Strength, it muſt 
be by the Help and Encouragement of Fa- 
mily Governours, who holily reſolve, that 
whatever others do, they and theirs will ſerve 
the Lord. 

8. Conclude and End the Day of Publick 
Worſhip with Family Prayer, and a Pſalm of 
Praiſe, bewailing the Miſcarriages of your 
Hearts in holy Dutics, imploring Forgiveneſs 
of the Iniquities of your holy Things, and the 
Acceptation of your Sacrifice and Service in 
and thro' our great High- Prieſt and worthy 

4 thou wanteſt Words to ex- 
preſs thy ſelt, thou wilt find Aſſiſtance among 
the Prayers at the End. 


_—_—. 


CHA P. IX. 
Of Glorifying God in Family Worſhip. 


An'schief Prerogative and Dignity, which 

he hath to glory of, is this, that he is 

the only Creature in the viſible World made 
to worſhip and enjoy his great Creator. All 
the Creatures are Servants, but Man only is a 
Prieſt to God; they obey their Maker, he 
only worſhips him. This worſhip under the 
Law, was limited to a particular Place, 70 
weir, 
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wit, the Tabernacle and the Temple. But 
under the Goſpel, Almighty God has decla- 
red that it is his Will, that Men pray every 
where, lifting up pure Hands, wit bout 
Wrath and Doubring. Almighty God there- 
fore not only allows Chriſtians the Liberty, 
but enjoins them the Duty of worſhipping 
him with their Houſhold : And accordingly 
we find, that religious Houſholders have in 
all Ages conſtantly and conſcientiouſly per- 
form'd this Duty. Devout Cornelius, his Fa- 
mily-Religion ſtands upon Record, Acts 10. 
2. He feared God, with all his Houſe; that 
is, he reverenc'd and worſhip'd him: It is ad- 
ded, that he gave much Aim to the People, 
and pray to God always. Surely he that 
was ſo charitable at his Door to refreſh the 
pinch'd Bowels of his poor Neighbours, could 
not be ſo cruel to his Relations Souls within 
his Houſe, as to lock up his Religion in a 
Cloſer from them. 

To convince you of the one bs Reaſon- 
ableneſs of the Duty of worſhipping God 
daily, in and with your Families, confider, 

1. That Right which Almighty God has to 
your Family-worſhip, by virtue of that Rela- 
tion which he ſtands in to your Families. He 
is the Founder of your Families, the conti- 
nual Preſerver of them, and a daily Benefac- 
tor to them; the very Being of your Fami- 
lies, as ſuch, is from the Lord: He builds the 
Houſe, he fetteth the Solitary in Families, 
He has owned this Domeſtical Society, chiefly 
for his own Glory, and next to that, for our 
Good and Comfort. Your Families then are 
God's by a meet ning and by a Right 


ot 
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of Converſation alſo. He made them, and he 
ſuſtains them: We and ours live upon his 
Bounty, are maintained at his Coſt; tis his 
Fleece and his Wool which we daily wear, 
and he g veth us richly all Things to enjoy, 
Now it tbe Ox knowerh his Owner, ani 
the Aſs bis Maſter's Crib, ſhall a Family, 
which Almighty God doth hourly ſuſte ln 
and nouriſh, neglect to pay their Homage to 
him, and OS ate ance on him ? 

2. Confider the Obligations you lie under 
to the Performance of this Duty, both in 
Point of Duty, and in Point of Intereſt. 

In Point of Duty: (1.) As you are intruſted 
by Almighty God with the Care and Charpe 
of your Children, and Servants alſo; for 
which Rea ſon every Parent and Maſter is in 
ſome Meafure a Prof rr, 5 and King, 
in and unto his Houſhold. As a Prot het, 
he is to teach them by Inftruftion and Exam- 

le: Asa Prieff, he is to offer up the daily 
Racrifice of Prayer and Praiſe 2 : And 
as a King, he is to command his Children 
and his Houſkold after him to keep the Way 
of the Lord. 

In Point of Intereſt alſo: (z.) Have you 
not many Family Sins to confeſs, and many 
Family- Wants to ſupply? Now is there any 
that can pardon the one, or ſupply the other, 
beſides God? If thy Children want Bread, 
canſt thou put it into their Mouths before 
God puts it into thy Hand? If they want 


Grace, can any work it in their Heart, but 


the God of all Grace? In a word: Do you 
not daily receive mary Family- Mercies from 
the Hand cf divin: Bounty ? And is it not 

| Wir le 
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reaſonable that they which eat of the ſame 
Feaſt, ſhould join in the ſame Song of Praiſe 
to the Founder of it? When you awake in 
the Morning, and find none of your Families 
dead in their Beds, or buried in the Ruins of 
their Habitation, but all of you preferv'd 
from Death and Danger, and deliver'd trom 
the Power and Malice of Evil Spirits, and 
out of the Hands of unreaſonable and wick- 
ed Men, is not this a Mercy that deſerves 
thy calling thy Family together jointly to of- 
ter up your thankful Acknowledgments to the 
God of your Mercies ? 

3. Conſider that the very Heathens at the 
Great Day will riſe up in Judgment, and con- 
demn all ſuch Perſons as live in the Neglect of 
Worſhipping God in their Families. For even 
they had their Houſhold Gods, as they called 
them, unto whom they ſacrificed Morning and 
Evening, that they might obtain their Favour, 
and be {uccefsful in their Enterprizes. The old 
Heathens were wont to ſay, Now 2ve have ſa- 
erific'd, ler us go to Red. How many that 
call themſelves Chriſtians, ſay, Now we have 
upp d, let us go ro Bed. Oh! what ſhall we 
think of fuch Perſons? Are they Men, or are 
they Swine ? They are ſunk not only below 
Heathens, but even as low as Brutes, who ne- 
ver look up to the Hand that feeds them. 

Now that your Family-Worſhip may be 

rm'd in an acceptable and advantageous 
manner, let the following Advices be obterv- 
ed by you. 

t. Take care that Family-Worſhip be per- 
formed conſtantly and ſcaſonably. By Family- 
Worſhip, I mean eſpecially Family Praver, 
reading 


ſonably, at 
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reading the Holy Scriptures, Cc. Catechizing 
and j _ hildren and Servants in the 
Fundamental Principles of Chriſtianity, and 
praifing God in Singing. All which Dutics 
the Family- Governour is to take care not only 
that they 1 conſtantly, but ſea- 
uch times as are ſt in Re- 
gard of Interruption ; particularly the Morn- 
ing is the fitteſt Seaſon, when our Spirits are 
freſh and lively, and before a throng of 
worldly Buſineſs crouds in u us: You 
will find it is much better to go from Prayer 
to Buſineſs, than from Buſineſs to Prayer, 
in Regard of the Freedom ot your Minds 
from diſtrafting Thoughts. So when the 
Evening comes on, delay not the Performance 
of your Duty to an unſeiſonable Hour. Some 
Mafters call for the Cuſhion to go to Prayer, 
when they are more fit for the Pillow, and 
to go to Sleep. But ſuppoſing that this 
ſhould not be thine own Caſe, thou art 
wakeful thy felf, yet thou ought'ſt to conſi- 
der the Condition of thy poor Servants, who 
work hard in the Day, and to take Heed 
that thou doſt not expoſe them to the Sin 
and Temptation of a f 2 Prayer. 
a. Look upon it as thy obliged Duty to 
ay Morning and Evening in thy Family. 
— Maſters pray neither Morning nor 
Night with their Houſhold ; ſome pray at 
Night only, and then fo late, that a Child 
is alleep in one Corner, and a Servant in ano- 
ther, and the Matter himfelf betucen lleep- 
ing and waking; Cin ſuch hanging down 
our Heads, inftead of liſting up our Hands, 
be accepted as an Evening $.cifice Surely 
: we 
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ve cannot ex it. To convince you how 
reaſonably Almighty God may expect from 

ou a Morning as well as an Evening Sacri- 
* of Prayer and Praiſe, confider, (i.) That 
under the Law, Almighty God required 
thus much, namely, both a Morning and 
Evening Sacrifice, which was call'd The con- 
tinual Burnt-Offering. (z.) That we have 
no Reaſon to think or _—_ that Almigh- 
ty God expects lefs, but rather more Homage 
and ſpiritual Worſhip from us now, having 
freed us from the Burthen of ſuch Ceremo- 
nial Obſervances as they were obliged to 
then. (3.) That the often-repeated Com- 
mands of the Goſpel, which require us to 
pray always, and to fray without crafting, 
cannot reaſonably be thought to ſigniſie leſs 
than praying as often as the Jervs offered 
Sacrifice, which was Morning and Evening. 
And this may as properly be called a Pray- 
ing continually, as the Morning and Evening 
Sacrifices under the Law were called a con- 
tinual ä So that if you do 
dot pray Morning and Evening, you muſt 
ſuppoſe that Almighty God will accept of 
lets Service under the Goſpel, than he did 
under the Law. 

z. Advice is this. Spend fo much Time in 
Family-Worſhip, and particularly in Prayer, 
that thoſe that join with you may be affected, 
but not fo = Time as to be wearied with 
the Duty. My Meaning plainly is, be neither 
too ſhort, nor yet too tedious: To ariſe u 
ſrom our Knees betore our Hearts areaffes 
either with our own Sins or with God's Mer- 
cies, is to come away from a Duty no better 
than 
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than we went to it: And ſuch an over-haſty 
Brevity argues very little Delight that we take 
in the Duty, but ſhews, that we are very 
glad to get out of God's Preſence as ſoon az 
wecan. And on the other Hand, too much 
Prolixity and Length in Duty has its Inconve- 
niencies, and makes the Duty burthenſome, 
and Perſons the more backward to the Per- 
formance of ir. Let thy Prudence then fo 
ide thee in the Management of thy Duty: 
Tos God may have the Glory, thy ſelf and 
| «hers the Benefit of thy Attendance on him 
| in Holy Duties. 
4 Labour to preſerve Family Peace; If 
you would acceptably perform Family-Pray- B 7+ 
ers, a ther in Love, that your Prayers | 1: 
be not hinder d. This is certain; that Religion 1 L. 
and the Power of Holinefs, can never thrive . 
or proſper in that Family where Diſcord and 
Contention dwells, you may as well hope to | 
live together Comfortably in an Houſe on ſh; 
Fire, as pray together acceptably when your pe 
Spirits are inflamed with Paſſion, or imbit- WM pr, 
| tered with Prejudice one againſt another; 
4 nay verily, the Body may as well thrive in a 
4 Fever, as ſuch a Family grow in Grace, As | 
| the Fire in the Bones mult be quench'd, and or 
the Body brought to its natural Temper and che 
Diſpofition before it can thrive and go heal- or 
thy, ſo theſe unkindly Heats muſt be quench'd W Ot 
ina Family before Religion can — ot ner 
| proſper : That Family will be unſucceſsful in I ne 
raying, that is much ſquabbling and braw- lar 
ing, often contending with, and claſhing a- th; 
gainſt one another. pe! 


5- Take beed of ſetting up Family-Worſhip | ho. 
10 


SB RAC PO 7? Fee 


— 
— 


eee S e 


FE „ „ RR Hee ae @ 1K _ we 


in Family Worſhip. 55 
in Oppoſition to Publick-Worſhip, or to ſuffer 
the one to interfere with the other: We can 
ſay our Prayers (ſay ſome) in the Chimney- 
Corner, what need we go to Church to do it? 
But at this rate, all Senſe of God and Reli- 
gion will be utterly loſt in the World ; and is 
not the Communion of Saints, and the Fel- 
lowſhip of holy Chriſtians, a Privilege worth 
thy prizing ? How does the Preſence of De- 
rout Souls ſometimes fire and inflame our 
cold Spirits, and cauſe them to grow into 
greater Ardours and Tranſports of Zeal ? Thus 
the Divine Herbert ſweetly expreſſes it: 


Thiugh Private Prayer be a brave Defign, 
ot Publick bath mare Prei, more Love, &c. 
Lire there thy Six and Seven 


To pray with moſt, for where moſt pray, it: Heaven. 


God allows you time both for Publick-Wor- 
ſhip and Family Duties, he expects the joint 
Performance of both from you. Piety and 
Prudence fo guide and direct you in the Ma- 
nagement of both, that God my be glorified, 
and your Souls improved by both. 

6. Let not the Senſe of thine own Weakneſs, 
or Want of Gifts and Parts, &c. diſcourage 
thee from the daily Performance of this Duty 
of Praying in and with thy Family; but in 
Obedience to God, fer about it in the man- 
ner thou art able, and he will pardon thy Weak- 
neſs, and accept thy Sincerity, It is not en- 
larged Parts and Gifts, and florid Expreſſions, 
that Almighty God looks at, but an humble, 
penitent, broken, and believing Heart. Study 
your Sins, your Wants and Mercies, and get a 

cn 
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Senſe of all theſe upon your Hearts, and you 
will be able, in {ve Meaſure, to — — 
your Defires to Almighty God. But it, af. 
ter all, the Want of ſuitable +60 155" does 
diſcourage thee from prayin ore others 
in thy Family, make uſc of ſome of thoſe 
many ga Books of Devotion which are a- 
mongit us: Or if you have none of them, 
and are ſo poor that you cannot purchaſe 
them, make uſe of the Prayers at the end of 
this Book, to expre's your Family Wants 
unto Almighty God, Morning and Evening, 

Now for a Cloſe to this Advice to Family- 
Governours, concerning the Performance of 
Family-Worſhip, I ſhall only ſubjoin this one 

cautionary Direction: Take heed of reſtin 

in 7 Family Duties, and by no means think 

it ſufficient to prove thee- a Saint, and evi- 
- dence thee a fincere Chriſtian, becauſe thou 
art frequent in Family Duties. Alas! a Man 
may ſet up the Worſhip of God in his Hou, 
—1 vet not enthrone God in his Heart. The 
Duty it ſelf is good, but the bare Performance 
of it will not demonſtrate thee to be fo; 
Look therefore how thou daily walkeſt, as 
well as how thou prayeit. "Tis fad to pre- 
tend to Religion in the Houſe, and to prac- 
tile Deceit and Fraud in the Shop. Oh! 
how many * with God by Prayer in the 
Morning, and keep the Devil Company in 
Sin all the Day after! 

The neglect of Family-Dutics will certainly 
beſpeak thee a bad Man: But the moſt con- 
flant Performance of them, without a Liſe 
ſuitable to them, will never prove thee a 


good Man. 
CHAP. 
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CHA.P. X. 
Of glorifying God i n Secret Duties. 


Reat is the Condeſcenfion of Almighty 
fe God in holding Communion with his 
Church in their publick Aſſemblies, when 
with united Prayers and Supplications they 
make their ſolemneſt Addrefles to him: 
But, Oh how adorable is his condeſcending 
Love, in ſtooping ſo low as to maintain a ho- 
ly Fellowſhip and ſweet Communion with a 
—— Chriſtian in his Cloſet-Devotions! Is 
it not enough, that in Heaven, when we 
ſhall put on our Robes of Glory, that he 
will take us into his Royal Preſence, and 
admit us there to the Sight and Enjoyment 
of his Face and Favour ; but will be now, 
whilſt we ate clad with Rags of Mortality, 

and before our Grave Cloaths are thrown off 
entertain us alſo as his Friends, and 1 
us the Liberty of giving him à Viſit in the 
temoteſt Corner of our Houſe ? Verily ſuch 
aſtoniſhing Love, and ſtupendious Condeſ- 
| BF cenfion, is rather to be admired than expreſ- 
" Bf fed by us. Now there is required of a Chriſ- 
tian "ane ſecret Duties, to the due Perfor- 
mance whereof Almighty God, upon our 
humble Prayers to him, will afford us the 
ſweet Influence, the ſecret Aids and Aſſiſtances 

of his holy Spirit: As namely, 

t. Holy and devout Meditations, when the 
Soul retires from the World, and in a ſerious 
and ſolemn Manner ſets it ſelf to think upon 
God, to confider his glorious Attributes, to 
medi tate 


58 
meditate upon his gracious Promiſes, to ad. 
mire his wondertul Word and Works. 

2. Serious Self-Examination, by which we 
make daily enquiry into the State of our Souls, 
and thereby arrive at a well-grounded Know- 
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ledge of the Safery of our State and Condi- 
tion, by comparing the Frame of our Hearts 
and the Courſe of our Lives with the holy 


Rule of God's Commandments, and obfery- 
ing their fincere Conformity thereunto. 

3. Secret Prayer and Supplication, which 
ought to be perform'd conſtantly and ſeaſona- 
bly twice a As ſoon as you arife out 

Bed in the Morning, begin the Day with 
God, and make a — hearty tender of your 
ſelf to his Service and Glory, beſore you ſet 
about any worldly Bufineſs ; and never think 
of putting off your Cloaths to lie down at 
Night, before you have commended your 
felves and all yours unto his merciful Protec- 
tion. For your Encouragement hereunto, you 
have the Practice and Example of our bleſſed 
Saviour, whom find carly in the Morn- 
ing praying alone, St. Mark 1. 35. and late in 
the Evening, St Mart. 14. 23. and that this 
was our Saviour's uſual Practice, may be ga- 
thered from St Luke 22. 39. compared with 
St, Enke :1. 37. Thus Chriſt ſanctified this 
Duty by his own Example, and has by his 
Promiſe annex'd a gracious Reward to the 
faithful doing of it, St. Marrh. 6. 6. 

All this our blefled Saviour did when he 
wasjhere on Earth; and now that he is aſcend- 
ed up into Heaven, to what Purpoſe is he ap- 
pointed our Interceſſor there, it we ſend up 
no Prayers to him, to be preſented by him to 
the Father ? Be- 
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Beſides this, the Senſe of our daily Wants, 
one would think, ſhould ſufficiently excite us 
to this Duty, we ſtanding in continual Need 
of Ged ; or if we could be ſuppoſed to want 
nothing, yet the Remembrances we have, that 
we hold All we call Ours by the meer Mercy 
of God, ſhould move usto acknowledge him, 
and to Pay our Homage and Adorations to 
him. Add to this, that there is no ſuch Way 
to make Almighty God entirely our Friend, 
as by commending our ſelves in the Duty of 
Prayer to him, with a pious Truſt in his Mer- 
cy, and an entire devoting of our ſel ves to his 
Service and Glory. But oh! How inexpreſſible 
will be the Comfort of going to God as an 
Acquaintance, when we are going out of this 
World, if we can truly ſay, as that devout 
Man, Dr. Preſton, did, a little before his 
Death, Iba change my Place, but not my 
Company z; how joyfully may we hope, and 
comfortably expect to go to God when we 
die, with whom we held a conſtant good Cor- 
reſpondence, and maintain'd a {weet Famili- 
arity whilſt we lived! 

Let theſe Conſiderations, briefly hinted to 
thy Thoughts, work in thee a pious Reſolution 
to begin and end the Day with God; this 
will antidote and fortifie thy Soul againit the 
Contagion of Sin, and the Temptations of 
Sinners. Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory tells us, that 
when St. Origen fell into that great Sin of 
offering Incenſe to an Idol-God, that Morning 
he went forth before he had performed his 
private Devotions. We are never ſaſe ei- 
ther from Sin or Danger, but when under the 
over-ſhadowing Care and providential _—_ 
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of God; and Prayer is the Way and Means 
to engage God Almighty's Care over us, and 
Concern for us: By Prayer we fix our Minds 
upon him, we lay open our Souls before him, 
we recommend our felves unto him, which 
gives our Minds the ſweeteſt and moſt folid Sa. 
tisſa ction, that whatever Providences befal us, 
are certainly intended by an unerring Wiſdom 
for our Good, and in order to our Happineſs. 
Now, in order to our glorifying Almighty 
God in Secret Duties, let the following Di- 
rections be obſerv'd. 

1. Be ſure that thou art private in thy pri- 
vate Duties, let it be true Hoa Prayer, and 
not have its Name for nought : Remember 
our Saviour's Advice, St. Matth. 6. 6. Euter 
into thy Cloſer when thou pray'ſt, and ſbut 
thy Door, and be ſure to ſhut it ſo cloſe, that 
no Wind of Vain-glory may either get out or 
come in. Some 4 pray in ſecret, 
but as they handle the matter, they are not 
ſecret in their Cloſets. Rather than be guil- 
ty of this Vanity, ſhut the Door of thy Lips, 
as well as th Cloſer; not but that it is law- 
ful to uſe the Voice in private-Prayer, pro- 
vided it be not for Oftentation, to be over- 
heard by others: Yea, and uſeful alſo, as it 
helps the Attention of the Mind, and pre- 
vents wandring Thoughts, and likewiſe 
quickens the Affections, by raifiog them up 
to an higher degree and pitch of Fervency. 
Chriſtian Prudence therefore muſt direct 
thee what is beſt in this Caſe. y 

2. Look that thou art free and open with 
Almighty God in private Duties; come 
not to God in ſecret, and then conceal thy 

Secret 
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ſrom Him; lay open thy very Heart, 
and ſpread all thy ſecret Sins him, and 
be ſure to hide nothing from him; if thou art 
dot free to confeſs, thou muſt not expect 
Forgiveneſs from God. Prayer is call'd in 
Scripture a pouring forth of the Soul to God, 
becauſe a gracious Perſon makes known all 
dis Wants and Griefs to God, and does this 
with much freedom of Spirit: Verily there 
's nothing that Almighty God reſents more 
unkindly at his peoples hands, than their At- 
tempts to conceal either their ſecret Sins, or 
their ſecret Wants from him, when He ſtands 
ready fo graciouſly to pardon the one, and ſo 
mercifully to ſupply the other. 

z. Make uſe of the moſt proper and fitting 
Seaſon for ſecret Prayer, and take heed that 
one Duty doth not interfere with another, 
either with Family Prayer, or with Publick 
Worſhip. The Beauty of Chriitianity con- 
fiſts in the Harmony of a Chriitian Ordinance, 
but the Nevil takes a mighty Pleaſure in put- 
ting Perſons upon ſetting « & Ordinances of 
God at variance one againſt another: Look 
alſo that thy Cloſer-Devotions do not inter- 
tcre with the Duties of thy particular Cal- 
ling : God allows Time tor the Shop, as well 
as for the Cloſet ; as thou art to ſhut thy Clo- 
ſer-doors to pray, ſo to open thy Shop-win- 
dows for Work; and if we be not faithful in 
the one, we cannot expect his Preſence in the 
other, Go then, O Chriitian, into thy Cloſer, 
before thou gocſt into thy Shop, or elſe thou 
art an Atheiſt; but when thou haſt been 
with God there, attend with Faithfulneſs the 
Buſineſs of thy Calling, or elſe thou art an 


Hypocrite, 


N 
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* — He that fays, Fe fervent in Pr 
er, lays alſo, Be nor forbful in Buftnfs.* 

4. Take heed thar your frequent 
mance of ſecret Duties do not degenerate into 
a Lifeleſs Formality. _ we do very fre- 

uently, we are prone to do very earneſtly ; it 
— hard not to = formal in thoſe 
Duties which we are daily converſant in. En- 
deavour therefore with your utmoſt Care and 
Diligence to keep the Fervour of your Aﬀec- 
tions in your daily approaches to God; and 
in order thereunto, I would adviſe you to pray 
often, rather than very long, for it is difficult 
to be long in our Prayer, and not to ſlacken 
our Affection. Our bleſſed Saviour himfcif 
we find praying often, yea, and uſing the ſame 
Words in Prayer, St. Marr. 26. 44. 

5. Reſt not upon it as an infallible Evi- 
dence of thy Sincerity, that thou art found in 
the practice of Secret Dutics. Tis poſſible for 
Hypocriſſe to creep into the Cloſer, A Man 
may perform ſecret Duties, and yet indulge 
himſelf in many ſecret Sins: But if thou de- 
lighteſt io Searching Dutics as well as Secret, 
in the cloſe Examination of thy Heart, in 
the impartial Tryal of thy Ways, in ſcrious 
Meditation on the Threatnings of the Word, 
ſo as to deter thee from the Practice of all 
known Sin, this will afford thee a good 
Ground of Hope that thy Heart is upright 
in God's Sight. 

6. Let not Buſineſs divert thee, let not the 
Senſe of thy own Weakneſs and want of Abili- 
— e * _ the Practice of ſecret 

ties, al ing daily by th 
ſeif; Contels all thy Sins, and lay open all 
thy 
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thy Wants before Almighty God, in the beſt 
manner thou art able, and queſtion not the 
Acceptance of thy worthleſs Services, fince thou 
haſt fo worthy a Mediator : and rather than 
the Senſe of thine own Weakneſs and want 
of Expreſſion ſhould tempt thee to neglect 
this Duty, make uſe of the Prayers at the end 
of this Book, for a private Perſon. 


— 
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CHAPF XL 
Of Reading the Holy Scriptures daily. 


— — 


THE Holy Bible being a Letter wrote unto 
us by ho Finger of God himſelt, what is 
our reading of it, and daily converfing with it, 
but a communing with the Almighty, and 
making an Enquiry after that Revelation of 
his Will which his Wiſdom has been pleas'd 
to make unto us? How ſtupendous then is the 
Folly and Impicty ot thoſe, who either lay the 
Bible aſide as a neglected Book, or elſe read it 
citeleſly, irreverently, unattentively, without 
an honeſt Simplicity of Mind, to be guided, in- 
ſtructed, and directed by it. To prevent the 
Sin and Danger of both whichNeglects, it will 
be our Wiſdom to reſolve with our felves to 
redeem ſome Time every Day, either Morn- 
ing or Evenigg, or both, to read in our Clo- 
ſets, as well as in our Families, ſome part of 
God's holy Word. And that we may read it 
with the greater Profit, reſolve we to read the 
Bible thro', and in order, which may be done 
once a Year, by reading about three Chapters 
every Day, two out of the Old * 
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and one out of the New. In the Diſcharge 
of which Duty, the following Directions may 
be of Liſe and Advantage to us. 

1. Phe firſt tive to our reading the 
Holy Scripture ſhould be Prayer ; as the 
Scriptures were dictated at firſt by the Holy 
Spirit, ſo do they ſtill owe their Peel, and 
Influences to the Spirit's Co-operation, be 
teacheth his People to profit ; the Things of 
the Spirit, the Apoſtle tells us, are ſpiritually 
diſcern'd, 1 Cor. 2. 14. And altho' the Natu- 
ral Man may well enough apprehend the 
Letter and Grammatical Senſe of the Scrip- 
ture, yet its Power and Energy, that perſwa- 
five Force whereby it works upon Men's 
Hearts, this is peculiar to the Spirit; and 
therefore without his Aids the Bible, whil(t it 
lies open before us, may be as a Book that is 
ſeal'd to us. Whenever therefore thou takeſt 
the Bible into thy Hands, dart up ſuch Eja- 
culations as theſe towards Heaven, and fa 
Zora, open thou mine Eyes, that I may {ee 
the wondrons T bings of thy Law. Hlefſed 
art thou, O Lord, teach me thy Statutes. 
Let thy good Mord be a Light unto my Feet, 
and Lam mute my Paths. Order ny _ 
ian thy Word, ani let no Iniquity have 
minen over me. Give me Ungerſtanding, 
thar I may walk all my Days by the Coun: 
fel of thy Word, aul in the Enid of my 
Days die in the Comfort of ir. If you read 
the Word of God without Prayer, you mult 
expect to read it without Profit. 

2. A ſecond Qualification preparatory to the 
reading of the Holy Scriptures, is Reverencc. 


When we take the Bible into our Hands, we 
ſhould 
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ſhould do it with other Sentiments and Ap- 
henfions than when we take a common 
book, conſidering that to all that converſe 
with it, "ris either the Savour of Life unto 
Life, or of Death unto Neath ; that is, in the 
ular and right uſe of ir, tis the Inſtrument 

of our Salvation ; but upon our abuſe of it, 
tis the Promoter of our Deſtruction. Ac- 
cordingly we find good Men, in all Ages, 
have been wodderfally affected with the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, and to the inward Reverence 
of their Minds have joined the outward Pro- 
tration of their Bodies, never reading the 
Bible but upon their Knees, to the great Re- 
roach and Shame of our Proph nene 8, who 
Faatch up the Bible as we do a Play buok, and 
read it with as little Reverence and Regard ; 
yet with this Difference, that we diſmiſs the 
one much ſooner, and retain the Impreſſions 
of the other much longer. Now this proceeds 
in ſome from the want of that habiruz) Re- 
verence, which we ſhould always have to the 
Word of God; and in others, from the want 
of actual exciting of that inward Reverence 
when they go to read. This is certain, that 
where there is no Reverence, there can be no 
ſpect of any genuine and laſting Obedience. 

3. A third Requiſite to the reading of the 
Holy Scriptures with profit, is Sincerity. This 
is twofold, namely, a Sinceriry of the Under- 
— in order to Belief, and a Sinceriry of 
the Will, in order unto Practice. We muſt 
come to the Word of God with à Prepiration 
of Mind to embrace indiffetently whatever 
God reveals, as the Object of our Faith; and 
we mult alſo direct our reading to the proper 
D End 
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End for which the Holy Scriptures were de 

— 8 namely, the NK God's Will in 

to the doing of it, Yad. 111. 10. A 

008 Underſtanding have ail they that 46 
1; Commandments. 

4. Read the Scriptures with eſpecial atten- 
tion. "Tis Foll — Lightneſs not to do ſo in 
the reading of humane Authors, but tis ſinſul 
and da not to do ſo in perufing of this 
Divine Book What greater Contempt can be 
ſhewn of a Man whom we hear ſpeak, if we 
mind not at all what is ſpoken by him? This 
vile Aﬀront do all thoſe put upon Almighty 
God, who hear or read his Word, but give it 
no Attention; the Virtue which God þas 
put into his Word confiſts not in the Letters 
and Syllables of it, which are no more ſacred 
than thoſe of another Book; but tis the Senſe 
and Meaning which is divinely inſpired, and 
which can never be underſtood by drowſy and 
unattentive Readers. 

5. Read the Word of God with particular 
Application, this is the proper End of our 
Atrention : Let us therefore, when we read, 
look upon our ſelves as ſpoken to in what we 
read : When we read our Saviour's Denunci- 
ation to the Jews, Except ye repent, ve ſhall 
all feri6, Luke 13, 5. we are to look upon 
it as ſpoken to our ſelves, and to conclude 
the indeſpenfible Neceſſity of our own Re- 
pentance. When we read that black Catalogue 
of Crimes in 1 Cor. 6. 10. which exclude Per- 
ſons from the Kingdom of Heaven, we are 
to believe that the ſame Crimes will as certain- 
1 ſhut Heaven-Gates againſt us, as againſt 

to whom that Epiſtle was ima 


dire . 
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directed. 80 in all the Precepts of a good 
Life, we are to think our ſelves as nearly and 
particularly concern d, as if we had been Chriſt's 
Audirors on the Mount. In like manner, when 
we read the Threatnings and Promiſes, we 
are either to tremble or hope, according as 
we adhere to thoſe Sins againſt which the 
Threatnings are denounced ; or practiſe thoſe 
Duties to which the Promiſes are annex'd. 

6, Read the Word of God with a Reſolu- 
tion to practiſe what thou read'ſt, otherwiſe 
all your Reading ſerves but to encreaſe your 
Guilt, and will aggta vate your Condemnation. 
As Chriftianity is not a Speculative Science, 
but a practical Art of Holy Living, fo the 
Bible was not given us merrly tor a Theme of 
Speculation, but for a Rule of Life. Alas, 
what will it avail us that our Knowledge is 
right, if our Manners be crooked, and our 
practice be bad ? We ſhall wiſh another Day 
we had ftudied the 4/coran rather than the 
Book of Life. Read then the holy Lives and 
Actions of God's Children, not as Matters of 
Hiſtory only, but as Patterns of Imitation. 
When thou read'it of Non#/'s C τ14dͥ̃, of 
Abraham's Faithfuineſs, of Mojes's Meek- 
eſs, of David's Devorion, of Fob's Pati- 
ence, of Fofiah's Zeal, labour to be inwardly 
endued with the ſame Virrucs, and to be out- 
wardly adorn'd with the fame Graces, Woe 
unto us if we read the Bible as Hiſtorians, 
only to furniſh our ſelves with Matter for 
Diſcourſe, and not as Chriſtians, to regulare 
our Lives according to the Precepts and Ex- 
amples contained in it; otherwiſe it will un- 
D : doubtedly 


68 Of Reading the 
doubtedly prove the ſaddeſt Hiſtory that ever 
we read in all our Lives. 

Let the Word thou readeſt in the Morn 
ing, be much upon thy Thoughts all the Day 
aſter, as thou haſt Opportunity; if alone, ci- 
ther walking or working, meditate upon what 
thou haſt read; thy Thoughts may be buſic, 
and yet thy Hands not be idle; thy Hear: 
may be in Heaven, whilſt thy Hand is at the 
Plough : How is it poſſible to profit by the 
Word read, if we never think of it after we 
have read it? David tells us, that he had 
more Underſtanding than bis {eachers, be- 
cauſe the Law of God was his Study and 
Meditation 4/7 he Day long, Plal. 119. 99. 
If thou art in Company, cither with thy Chil- 
dren, or Servants, Almighty God both directs 
thee, and commands thee alſo to make his 
Word the Subject-Matter of thy Diſcourſe 
unto them, Deut. 6. 6. 7 beſe Words which 
T commans thee this Day Hal be in thy 
Heart, ans thou ſbalt teach them 4iligent- 
iy waro thy Chilaren, and ſbait talk of them 
when ton fitteſt in thy Houſe, aud when 
thou walkeſt by rhe Way, and when thou 
lie down, and wen thou riſeſt up. 

8. In reading God's Word, compare Scrip- 
ture with Scripture, and uſe plain Scriptures 
as a Key to unlock obſcure ones, for the Bi- 
ble ſweetly barmonizeth and agreeth with it 
ſelf: There arc indeed ſome Things hard to be 
underſtood, ſome knotty Paſſages in Scripture 
to tame our Pride, and to preſer ve the Sacred 
Writings from Contempt; but the Truths ne- 
ceflary to Salvation are plain, and of cafic 
Acceſs to the weakeit Underſtanding. In the 
Scrip- 
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Seri thoſe Waters of Life, (ſays pious 
Biſhop Mall) there are Shallows and there are 
Depths ; Shallows where the Lambs may wa- 
ter, and Depths where the Elephants may 
ſwim. Let not the plainneſs of the Scrip- 
tures offend ſome, nor the obſcurity of the 
Scriptures diſcourage others. But, 

9. If you meet with any Difficulties in 
Scripture which overmatch you, note them 
down, propound them to your Miniſters, and 
crave their Help in order to the right under- 
ſtanding of them; you need not doubt of an 
eaſie Acceſs, and an hearty Welcome upon 
this Errand to your ſpiritual Guides; only 
be ſure that you come to learn, and not to 
Cavil ; to have your Judgments inform'd, 
and your Conſciences ſatisfied ; not to have 
any Itch or vain — gratiſſed. Our 
Bleſſed Saviour, though willing to ſatisfic his 
Diſciples concerning his Doctrine, when 
they came to him with nice and curious 
Queſtions, he choſe rather to chaſtiſe that 
Humour by a reproof, than to cheriſh it b 
a ſatisfying Anſwer: See As r. 6. Lord, 
wilt thou at this time reſtore the Kingdom 
to Iſrael? He ſaid, Ir is nor for you ro know 
the Times and the Seaſons, &c. 

10. If by frequent Converſe with the blefſed 
Bible you have got the Scriptures at your 
Tongues- end, take heed that you never furniſh 
out a Jeſt in Scripture attire, nor in a jocular 
Humour make any light and irreverent Appli- 
cations of Scripture Phraſes and Sentences, O 
what an impious Liberty have ſome Men in 
taken, to lay their Scenes of ridicu+ 
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Dialect, and to play the Buffon with the 
molt ferious Thing in the World! They bring 
forth Scriptute indeed in Diſcourſe, but it is 
as the Philiſtines brought forth Sampſon, 
only ro make thew tert. Theſe Men er 
long will find Almighty God in earneſt, 
though they be in jeſt; and that he that bas 
magnified his Word above all Things, will 
not brook it, that any Man ſhall make it 
vile and contemptible, by rendring it the 
Theme of his giddy Mirth and prophane 
Drollery. "Tis reported of our Hab, King 
Hater VI. that when in his Council-Cham- 
ber, a Paper that was called for, happening 
to lie out of reach, the Perſon concern'd to 
oduce it took a Bible, that lay by, and 
handing upon it, he reach'd down x Pa- 
rt: The King obſerving what was done, 
Een upon him, took the Bible into his 
Hands, Kifs'd it, laying it up again. 

Of this Action of the King's let me make 
this Application; how much it concerns all 
Men not only to abſtain themfclves from eve- 
ry Action that looks like a Contempt of the 
Holy Scriprures, but alſo when they obſerve 
it in others, to diſcountenince the Infolence, 
and both by Word and Action give Teſti- 
mony of the Veneration they have for that 
Holy Book, which they ſee others deſpiſe. 
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Of Hearing the Nori preach'd. 


VR bleſſed Saviour being conſtituted and 


appointed by his Father to be the Su- 
preme 
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preme Prophet and Teacher of his Church, 
when here on Earth, he diſcharged this Of- 
ice perſonally, going himſelf into all Cries 
and Villages, teaching aud preaching the 
Kingdom of God, St. Mark 6. Now he is 
aſcended into Heaven, he teaches his Church 
miniſterially, by his Miniſters and Ambaſſa- 
dors, whom he has enjoin'd, in his Name, 
and by Authority deriv'd from him, to teach 
his People to obſerve ail T hings weharſorver 
he has commanded them, St. Matth. 25. 20. 
at the ſame time laying his People under a 
ſtrict Injunction and Obligation alſo, ro rake 
beed that they bear; Matt. 11. 18. Totale 
Heed (Mark 4. 14.) <ehar they bear; and 
to tate heed how they hear, Luke 8.18. 
Where obſerve, that as there is a Law enjoin- 
ing Hearing, ſo there is alſo a Rule to modi- 
fe the AR of Hearing. And indeed, if we 
confider the Majeſty and Authority of the 
Perſon ſpeaking to us in the Word, how deep- 
ly we are concerned in what we hear, the con- 
trary Effects that the Word has upon its 
Hearers, the Paucity and Fewneſ of thoſe 
whom the Word works ſavingly upon, and 
the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of the 'Time 
which we have to hear the Word in; ſuch 
Confiderations cannot but excite our Care, 
and cauſe us to take Hced how we hear, 
Now, that you may hear the Word preach'd 
with the greateſt Profit, the following Direc- 
tions may be of Uſe and Advantage to you. 
1. Hear the Word of God Preparedly: 
Confider ſeriouſly with thy ſelf whoſe Word 
it is that thou art going forth to hear ; the 
Word of the Great and Holy God, by which 
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you mult be judg'd, 1 7 bY: 2. 13, Fix your 
End and Aim right in going forth to hear the 
Word, and that will have a {ſpecial Influence 
u your Hearing ; come not to the good 
Word of God with an evil frame of Hearr, 
either with Pride, Prejudice, or Paſſion, but 
lay afide #7 Filrhineſs, and Superfitmty of 
Naug#rme(s, thar you may receive ith 
Mets rhe ingraftes Word, which is Able 
ro fave your Souls. But eſpecially take the 
Throne of Grace in your Way to hear the 
Word of Grace. Thc Word works not as a 
natura! Agent, by an inherent Quality of its 
own, but as a moral In{trument in God's Hand. 
Now, as tis God that gives a Bleſhog to the 
Word, fo tis Prayer that obtains ſuch Bleſ- 
ling. Say therefore with David, Lord, open 
tor min? Eyes, that I may fee the <won- 
#rons Things of thy Law; make me mder- 
Hand the way of thy Precefts. And if thou 
want et Words to expreſs thy Defires upon 
this Occaſion, make uſe of the Prayers men- 
tion'd at the end. 

2. Hear the Word Atrentively; fix thy 
Mind upon, and apply thy Thoughts unto, 
what is ſpoken ; ſutfer not vain Thoughts or 
drowhe Negligence to hinder your Attention; 
for it ſhews a vile Eſleem that we have of the 
Word of God, when we give place ordinarily 
to wandring Thoughts and a drowhfie Eye in 
the hearing of it. It is ſaid of Zy4ia, Acts 
16. 14. That the Lord open'd her Heart, 
that he attended to the Words which was 
ſpoken of Paul. Obſerve firſt, her Heart was 
d, then her Ear: From whence I gather, 
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that the great Reaſon of Perſons not attend- 
— ing 
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ing to the Miniſtry of the Word, is a Deſect 
in their Hearts; where the Heart is open, the 
Ear will not be ſhut. Oh! what great Va- 
nity of Mind and Levity of Spirit does it 
argue in Men, to yield a far greater Attention 
to the reading a News-paper, than when a 
Mefſage from God is deliver'd to them, even 
a Meſſage of Life and Death, 

z. Hear the Word of God Revorenrly : 
Labour to remember and hold fait what thou 
heareſt ? To this the Apoſtle adviſeth, Heb. 3. 
1. Let us gude the more earneſt Hoes unto the 
things ich are ſpoken, leſt at any tere 
fond let them ,t. Many complain of the 
Weakneſs of their Memory, they cannot re- 
member the Word as they defire ; let ſuch take 
the following Advice, bis. Labour for a full 
and clear underſtanding of the Matter deli ver- 
ed: The clearer Apprehenfion we have of 
Truths in our Underſtanding, the firmer Im- 

reſſion will they make upon our Memories: 
gnorance is one of the greateſt Hindrances to 
Memory. Again, Labour to excite, and quick» 
en, and ſtir up and awaken you Aﬀettions of 
Deſire and Delight, io and towards the Nen 
of God : Davis lays, P/al. 119. 1. I 
in thy ÞPrecepts, I will not forget thy IFors: 
We alſo find it true by common Ober vation, 
that Paſſage in a Sermon is belt. rexqgmber'd 
by us, which did moſt affect us. But ef pecially, 
it you would remember what you, bear, 's 

much in the preſent Meditation ot the Wor 
you have heard: The Word preached is cm- 
par'd to Seed {0:01 ; now Melitation is the 
Harrow that covers this Seed : This mull 
be uſed as ſpeed:!y a wy can; after we have 
been 
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been under the Ordinance, otherwiſe Satan, 
that Bird of , ail} endeavour to ſteal 
away the precions Seed ont of our Hearts. 

4 Hear the good Word of God Ae 
Make a particular and cloſe Application of 
the Truths thou heareſt to thy own Soul. It 
is obſervable, that the Word of God is com- 
par'd in Scripture to ſuch things as do require 
a cloſe and immediate Application: As to 
Sees, which brings forth no increaſe as it lies 
in the Chamber, but when caſt into the Pur- 
rows of the Field; to Fread, which nouriſhes 
not when ſtanding upon the Table, but when 
apply'd to the Stomach; to Rain, which 
ſructiſes not when hanging in the Clouds, 
but when drank in by the thirſty Earth. 
This was the Reaſon why St Perer's Sermon 
met with ſuch Succeſs, why ſo many thouſand 
Souls were converted by it, every Hearer ap- 
plied what was ſpoken to himſelf, then ſaid, 
Men and Brethren, «what hall wwe do? Acts 
4. 37. Application is not only the Life of 
Preaching, but of Hearing alſo. 

5. Hearthe Word of God ZFe/tevingly. All 
the Want of Succeſs which the Preaching of 
the Word meets w th, proceeds from Unbe- 
lief, Heb. 4. 2. The Word preach'd did not 
profir, nor being mix'4 with Faith in them 
that beard it. There is a mutual Relation 
berwixt Faith and the Word: No Faith 
without the Word, it comes by Heating; and 
no profiting by the Word without Faith the 
Word fighteth boldly, and worketh miracu- 
louſly under Faith's Banner; It is the Poreer 

God unte Salvation, but only to them 
at belicve. Faith in the Precept cauferh 
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SubjeRtion: Faith in the Threatnings cauſeth 
Humiliation: Faith in the Promiſes work- 
eth Conſolation : Were the Threatnings and 
Promiſes which are daily preach'd duly be- 
lieved, what a mighty In uence would they 
have upon the Lives of Men! Threatnings 
would affright us from Sin, and the Promi- 
ſes allure us to Duty. | 

6. Hear the Word of God Meekly: Take 
heed of Anger and Paſſion, either againſt the 
Meſſage or Meſſengers of God : Many Sinners 
are angry when the Word reproves them for 
their Sins, and threatens them for their Abo- 
mination: 2 Chron. 16. 10. Aſa -oas ewrorh 
with the Prophet, put him in Priſon, was 
in a Rage with him. If ſuch Rage was ſound 
in a good and holy Man, whoſe Heart was 
ao by with rhe Lord his God, what Fury 
and Indignation may we conceive oft-times 
to boilin a wicked Man's Breaſt, when his 
Sins arediſcovered, reproved, condemned, and 
threatned, by the Miniſtry of the Word; and 
therefore St. James gives Advice to receive 
with Meekneſs the engrafted Word, James 
1. 21. Conſider, O Sinner! how unſeaſonable 
and unjuſt thy Anger and Diſpleaſure is, when 
thy Sins are reproved by the Miniſtry of the 
Word : either thou muſt be a with the 
Meſſenger, or with him that ſends the Meſ- 
ſage z to be angry with the Meſſenger, is un- 
reaſonable, for God will reprove him, if he 
negle& to reprove thee, thy Blood ſhall be re- 
quired at his Hands; and to be diſpleaſed 
with the Meflape is unjuſt, for wilt thou im- 
pudently break and violate the Laws of God, 
and not endure to be told of thy Faults? It 
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= ſay that this Preaching of the Terrors and 
reatnings of the Law, is the ready Way to 
drive Men to Deſpair; I reply, that 'tis not 
the Hearing, but the rejecting of Reproof that 
lays Men open to Deſpair: Peter received 
our Saviour's Reproot, and repented, Zu4a:; 
rejected Chriſt's Reproof, and that drives 
him to Deſpair, and next to the Halter; ho 
went ans hanget himfelf, H. Matth. 27. f. 
j. Above all, hear the Word of God Fra- 
Hically. When the Miniſter's Duty is done, 
the Hearer's Work begins: He heareth a Ser- 
mon belt, who practiſeth it moſt, This pra- 
Qtical Hearing of the Word will evidence thee 
to be an underſtanding Hearer, Pſal. 111. 15. 
A g004 Underſtaniing bade all they that 19 
his Comman4ments. It will evidence thee to 
be a retentive Hearer, becauſe this Practiſing 
is the End of our Remembring. It will evi- 
dence thee to be a believing Hearer : Who be- 
liev'd Moſes's Word concerning the Plague of 
Hail, but they that made their Cattle flee 
our of the Field into their Houſes? Who 
are they that believe the Threatnings of the 
Word, but ſuch as upon the Denunciation of 
the Threatnings do fre from rhe Myatb to 
come ? () Christian! do not only hear and 
admire, but hear and amend ; obey from thy 
Heart the Form of Doctrine deliver'd to thee, 
and then thou art bleſſed in thy Deed. To 
excite thee hereunto, conſider, fir(}, chat this 
practical Hearing of the Word glorifies the 
Word, and God in the Word, above all: To 
come to the Word without any Defire or De- 
fign to glorife Cod by it, is the height of 
Propbanenets; to pretend, and not to do ir, 
is 


God has induced Man with a noble 


Of Hearing the Word preachd. 77 
is the Depth of Hypocrifie. The Apoſtle 
himſelf defires the Prayers of the Brethren, 
[z Thef, 3. 1.) That the Word of the 
Lord may have free Courſe and be glories. 
When is God glorified, but when his Word is / 
believ'd, entertain d, practis d, and ,obey'd? 
To encourage ther to practiſe what thou 
heareſt, conſider our Saviour's Promiſe, 7oh. 
9. 31. If any Man be a Worſpipper of Gas, 
and doth his Mill, him he bearetb. 15 

8. Be careful to make an Accoumt of th 
ſelf after thou haſt heard the Word preach'd. 
Facult of 
Selſ- reflection; he has a Power of calling 
himſelf to an Account for the ſeveral Actions 

perform'd by him. Now when a Chriſtia 
afrer hearing of the Word preach'd, is fou 
in the Exerciſe of this Duty, frequently and 
faithfully interrogating his own Heart, <whae 
he has heard, and bort he has heard, it is a 
good Evidence of his Sincerity ; both becauſe, 
firſt, it is a ſecret Duty; and, ſecondly, a 
ſearching Duty. This is not the Hypocrite's 
Walk, who defires not to ſearch himfelf, nor 
that the Word ſhould ſearch bim; he is for 
taking all upon truſt, and nothing upon trial, 
And having called thy felt to an Account in 
ſecret, how thou haſt heard the Word in pub- 
lick, what Benefit thou received}, and hat 
Aſſiſtance thou enjoy eſt; call likewiſe thy Fa- 
mily (it thou haſt any under thy — to 
ive thee an Account what they heard, and 
a they underſtand, endeavouring to inform 
their Judgments aright as to the Nature of 
thoſe divine Truths they have keard, and 
praying with them and for them, according 5 
the 
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CH AP. XIII. 
Concerning the Lord's Supper. 


THE Sacrament of the Lord's Supper be- 

ing one of the moſt tremendous Myſte- 

ties of the Chriſtian Religion, and the high- 
eſt Act and Exerciſe of Religious Worſhip 
he muſt be unthanktul ro Chriſt, and unju 
to himſelf, that does not warily attend his 
Soul in ſo ſacred an Homa Therefore 
that I may aſſiſt you in a faithſul Prepara- 
tion for this Ordinance, and excite you to a 
frequent Participation of it, I ſhall briefly 
diſpatch the following Severals. 


x. I ſhall acquaint you with the Nature of 
this Ordinance. 

2. Inform you of the Ends of its Inſtitution. 
3. Lay before you the Obligations which 
are upon you to frequent it. 

4. Anſwer the ſeveral Pleas made by many 
for the Neglect of ir. 
— What Preparation is neceſſary to ſit you 

it. 
g. What Directions may be uſed to aſſiſt 
you in bs . 

7. How we ought to manage our Deport- 

ment and Behaviour after it. ” | 
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1. Concert ing the Nature of this Ordinance: 
Know, that the Lord's Supper is a * 
” Feall, 
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Feaſt, appointed for a ſolcmn Remembrance of 
Chriſt's Death, and is a Seal of that Covenant 
which God has made with us in Chriſt, The 
uſe then of this Ordinance is twofold ; (1.) 
To be a ſolemn Remembrance of the Perſon 
and Paſſion of our Holy Lord, to excite us 
thankfully to call to — all that Chriſt hath 
done and ſuffer'd for our , and in our 
ſtead, in order to the inflaming of our Aﬀec- 
tions with Love unto his Perſon, and our 
Wills with Reſolution to obey his Precepts.(z.) 
Tis a Seal of the new Covenant, or Covenant 
of Grace, which God has made with us in 
Chriſt ; in which Covenant he has aſſur d us 
of Pardon of Sin, and Eternal Life, upon the 
Conditions of Faith and Repentance. Al- 
mighty God ſeals to us in the Sacraments, 
and aſſures us, that he (for his Part) will 
make good his Promiſes; and we ſcal on our 
Part to him, that he will endeavour (by his 
Grace enabling) to perform the Conditions. Thi 
is the genuine Nature of the Lord's Supper. 
2. Now as touching the Ends of this [agi- 
tution, and the ſpecial Reaſons and Purpoſes 
for which it was ordain'd by our Saviour, they 
are ſuch as theſe: (1.) The renewing of that 
ſolemn Covenant with God, which we enter'd 
into at our Baptiſm, when by the Piety of 
our Parents we were dedicated to the Lord, 
and took an Oath of Fidelity unto Chriſt, the 
Captain of our Salvation, to become his 
Faithful Soldiers and Servants unto our Lives 
end. Now becauſe our Infirmities are many, 
and our Covenant- Breaches too frequent, that 
we may not want a merciful Opportunity to 


bewail our Backſlidings, and to renew our Co- 
| venant, 
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venant, this Ordinance was appointed. (2.) 
Another End is, to remember the Love of 
our dying Redeemer, in laving down his Life 
for us: St. Lutte 22. 19. This doin Remem- 
brance of e; in Remembrance of my Bloo- 
dy Sufterings, in Remembrance of my bitter 
Death and Paſſion. (z.) To ſeal up unto us 
the Pardon of our Sins, and the Aflurance of 
Everlaſting Life : St. Marr. 26. 28. T bis 1; 
my Blood of the New Teſtament which i; 
Be for many, for the . of Sins. 
Chriſt affures us of Pardon on his part, if we 
perform the Conditions of Faith and Repen- 
tance on our part. (4.) Another End of this 
Ordinance is, to fortifie the Soul with Power 
to reit Sin, and to get Victory over it; yea, 
to mortifie and ſubduc ir; that our Souls be- 
mg as Gyants retreſh'd with this Spiritual 
Wine, all the Enemies of our Salvation may 
fall before us, and we may be more than Con- 
querors over them. (5.) The laft, but not the 
leaſt End of Chriſt in appointing this Ordi- 
nance, was for the uniting all the Proſeſſors 
of his Holy Religion together in the ſtrict- 
eſt Bond of Love and Charity, 1 Cor. 10. 17. 
We being many, are one Head ang one Vo- 
„ for wwe are all Partakers of that one 
Sread. That is, as many Grains of Wheat 
united together in one Maſs or Lump, do 
make one Loaf of Bread; ſo Chriſtians, tho" 
many, by the Death of our Saviour, and by 
partaking of his Supper, are ſpiritually incor- 
ted into one myſtical Body, and ſhould 

— to be of one Heart and one Mind. 

3. Next let us confider the Obligations which 
lie upon Chriſtiansto attend upon Chtiſt in * 

0 | — 
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Ordinance. Now there are eſpecially two, 
zmely, an Obligation of Duty, and of Intereſt, 

Firſt, We lie under an Obligation to fre- 
quent this Ordinance in Point of Duty and 
Obedience to our Sa viour's Command, efpeci- 
ally it we conſider what kind of Command it 
% namely, the Command of a Sovereign, the 
Command of a Saviour, the Command of a 
dying Saviour: "Tis a Command of Love, a 
gracious Command, Ear and Live. "Tis a 
pleaſant, caſie and honourable Command. 
What more pleaſant than a Feaſt? What more 
honourable than to feaſt with a King, yea, 
with the King of Kings? In a Word, tis 
ſuch a Command, the due Obſervation where- 
of will help us to keep the reſt of God's Com- 
mandments better: it will be as an ethcacious 
Means to make you always do well: Final- 
ly, tis a plain, poſitive, expreſs Command, 
2 which no Thing can diſcharge us but a 
Countermand from Heaven, which we ne- 
ver expect, or an Impoſlibility of doing it 
for * of Opportunity, which we cannot 
lead. | 
F Second/y, We lie under a ſuper-added Ob- 
ligation to the Practice of this Duty from a 
The of Intereſt ; for by a duc Approach to 
our Lord's Table, our baptiſmal Vow is te- 
neu d, our weak Faith ſtrengthen'd, our lan- 
guiſhing Love inflam'd, our Deſires after 
Chriſt enlarged, our Sorrow for Sin heightned, 
freſh Power againſt, and Victory over Sin ob- 
tained, our preſent Joy and Comfort multi- 
ply'd, and our futute 1 of Heaven ad- 
vanc'd, Oh! how unkind then are they to their 


Saviour, and allo cruel to their own Souls, 1 ho 
ve 


> 


82 Of Receiving the Lord's Supper. 
liveall their Days in Neglect of this engaging, 
uniting, quickning, confirming Ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper, whom all the melting En- 
treaties and paſſionate Imporrunities of the 
Miniſters of Chriſt could never prevail upon 
to the Practice of this moſt reaſonable and 
moſt advantageous Duty! 
4- But let us hear the ſeveral Pleas and Pre- 
tences which ſo many "Thouſands of Perſons, 
tho" Profefling Chiſtianity, do make for this 
notorious Neglect of their dying Lord's Com- 
mand. 
1i/f Plea,or Excuſe made by ſome, is the ex- 
traordinary Dread and Solemnity of the Or- 
dinance ; theſe put their Saviour off with a 
Compliment, telling him, That the Privilege 
is too great, the Dignity too high, and the Or- 
dinance too ſolemn for them to approach unto. 
wer. This is a good Reaſon why you 
ap h the Ordinance with Prepara- 
tion and Care, but no Argument at all why 
ſhould rurn your Back upon it: As if a 
ing ſhould invite and command you to pay 
Aten dance at Court upon his Perſon, and you 
very gravely tell him, That is too high an 
Honour for Perſons of your Rank; you will 
therefore, out of Reverence to his Perſon, vio- 
late his Precepr, and at once affront his Au- 
thority, and contemn his kindneſs. Know 
then, that the Reverence which our Saviour 
expects to his holy Inſtitutions, is a Reverence 
of Obedience. That Man has a due Senſe up- 


on his Mind of the Solemnity of the Sacrament, 


who is careful ro approach it with all the Hu- 
mility and Senſe of Unworthineſs which be- 
comes polluted Duſt and Aſhes ; but ſuch a 


ſuper- 


og 


of 
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ſuperſtitious ſort of Reverence as makes Men 
ata d of doing their Duty, is diſhonourable 
to God, and detrimental to themſelves. 

24 Plea, is that of Unworthineſs. We are 
wrorthby to come, and therefore 2 to 
come; For he haf earerth unworthily, cateth 
his oxen Damnation ; Therefore we will be 
on the ſafeſt fide, and prevent coming unwor- 
thily, by keeping away, and not coming at all. 

Anſwer, (i.) There is a twofold Worthi- 
neſs in Reference to the Sacrament, a Worthi- 
neſs of Merit, and a Worthineſs of Meetneſs : 
If by being Worthy, you mean the former, a 
Worthineſs of Merit, by which you deferve 
to be cntertain'd at Chriſt's Table; in that 
Senſe not only the holieſt Saint on Earth, but 
the bigheſt Angel in Heaven, is unworthy of 
this Privilege: But then there is a Worthineſi 
of Meetneſs, which imports ſuch a fitneſs and 
preparation of Soul as the Goſpel requires, 
and Chiſt will accept, A Beggar is not wor- 
thy of your Alms, yet you would not account 
it Humility, but Pride, in him to refuſe your 
Alms, (when entreatcd to accept them) u 
pretence of being Unworthy of them. The 
truth is, an humble Senſe of our Unworthi- 
neſs is in God's Account a fit Quang 

(20 Whereas thou pleaſeſt thy ſelf, that 
thou art on the ſafeſt fide by keeping awa 
from the Ordinance; this is a manife Mit. 
take, becauſe the (Guilt and Danger of Un- 
worthy 4. is certainly as great, or 
greater, than the Danger of Unworthy Receiv> 


ing: For, not to come at all, is a bold Af 

front to the Authority of Chriſt, and a migh- 

y Contempt of the Love of Chriſt; tis a + 
caſting 
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caſting off the Proſeſſion of Chriſtianity ; tis 
a — the Communion of Saints, and 
a quitting all Claim and Intereſt in the Cove- 
nant of Did they in the Goſpel, who 
made light of Chriſt's Invitation to the Mar- 
riage Supper, ſcape any better than he that 
came without a (Vedding Garment? Were 
they not both deſtroyed, — for their Diſ- 
obedience, and he for his DiſreſpeR ? 

34 Plea, is that of Unfitneſs and Unpre- 
redneſs, My Conſcience tells me, ſays the 
inner, that I am unfit to come to this Ordi- 
nance, and therefore I had better ſtay away. 
der (.) Whoſe Fault is it that thou 
art unfit? It muſt be either God's Fault or 
thy own. Can't thou, dar'ſt thou ſay, tis 
God's Fault, when he is both willing to aſ- 
iſt thee, and accept thee, when he offers thee 
his Aſſiſting Grace, but thou art not willing 
to accept it? But what is it that makes thee 
unfit? Is it not ſome Sin that you are not 
willing to part with? Does not Conſcience 
tell you, that live a bad Life? that there 
are ſome ſenſual Luſts which you indulge, 
and are not willing ro part with ? This is that 
which makes you unfit to come, and afraid 
to come. 


C2.) If you are unfit for this Ordinance, you 
arc hot fir to die: You 2 you muſt ſtay 
all the Days of your Liſe, till you are prepar- 
ed for the Sacrament ; But, will Death wait 
for you till you are prepared for that ? When 
Death calls, appear you muſt at God's Tri- 
bunal, Whether fit or not fit. Now, what is 
it that res you for Death ? 1s it not the 
Exerciſt of Repentance and a holy — 

is 
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This will fit you for the Sacrament ; and 
without this, you can never be fit for Heaven, 
nor hope to come there. 

(30 Speak — 7 Did you ever go a- 
bout to make your ſelf fit? Didſt thou ever 
ſpend a Day in thy Cloſer, in ſearching for 
ind finding out thy Sins, in confeſling and 
bewailing of them, in reſolving againſt — 
in praying carneſtly to God for the Aid of 
his Grace, to enable you to mortifie and ſub- 
duc them? Did you ever repair to your Mi- 
niſter, and defire his Aſſiſtance in fatting you 
for the Ordinance ? It not, which is certainl 
the very Caſe of many, Good God! what 
horrid Hypocriſie is this, to offer it as a rea- 
{ona ble Laie that T bou art 77 when 
thou didſt never in thy whole Lite once at- 
tempt to endeavour to make thy ſelf fr? Un- 
fit thou art, not only 2 the mg but 
for every holy Duty alſo ; unfit to pray, unfit 
to 1 unt | La wilt be for — with- 
out thy own Endea vouts to make thy elf fir; 
for God Almighty never wrought a Miracle 
to maintain Sloth. If thou ſay'{t thou canſt 
do nothing without God; | reply, That God 
will do nothing without thee : Ule a faithful 
Endeavour to prepare thy ſelf, and thy God 
will both aſſiſt thee and accept thee alſo ; but 
it is great Folly to think ot excufing one 
Fault with another. 

4tb Plea. Alas! (fay ſome) we are poor, 
ignorant Creatures, we werenever Book-learnt, 
and therefore want the Knowledge which is 

uifite in a worthy Communicant. 

Anſwer, (t.) It thou art wholly and groſly 
ignorant inthe Fundamentals of Religion, thy 


Ig- 
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Ignorance is dangerous 
will ſhut thee our of Heaven, as well as debar 
thee from the Sacrament. But, why doſt thou 
reſt contented with hy Ignorance ? Why doſt 
thou not repair to thy ſpiritual Guides for 
* — ko —— thee for 
an ( — ing ſerviceable to 
thee? Wile t chake 2 carry thy Ig- 
norance to Hell with thee, than make it known 
to ſuch as are willing to releaſe thee from ir. 
But (24/y) it may be thou art not fo igno- 
rant as thou think it thy ſelf ; peradventure 
thou art miſtaken in the Mea ſures and Degree: 
of Knowledge which are requifite in a wor- 
thy Communicant ; if thou haſt a competent 
Knowledge of the Author, the Uſe, and End 
of this Ordinance, it is ſufficient, tho' thou art 
not able to diſpute controverſial Points rela- 
ing to it: if thou underſtand'ſt the Author 
of the Ordinance to be Jeſus Chriſt ; the End 
of the Ordinance to be a Repreſentation and 
Commemoration of his Death; that the 
breaking of ths Bread repreſents the break- 
ing of his Boy upon the Croſs; and the 
wring out of the Wire, the ſhedding of bis 
Blood for thy Redomprion. It thou under- 
and eit the Uſe of this Ordinance to be for 
the renewing of thy Covenant with God, 
which thou enterd'it into at thy Baptiſm; to 
remember the Love of thy dying Saviour to 
ſeal up unto thy Soul Pardon of Sin, and to 
engage thee daily to dic more and more unto 
Sin ; to unite Chriſtians together in the ſtricteſt 
Bonds of Love and Charity: If thou know'ft 
all this, and endeavour'tt to act ſuitably 
thereunto, I date afſure thee thou haſt the 
Know- 


and damnable, ſuch a; 
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Knowledge of a worthy Communicant. And 
if thou comeſt to the Sacrament with a De- 
fire to grow more and more in thy Know- 
kdge and Obedience, Almighty God will 
mercitully accept thee. 

th Plea. But I fear I am under the Power 
of an hard Heart, I cannot mourn for Sin ſo 
much as I would, and weepover it ſo often as] 1 
ought ; and, what ſhould a Per ſon under the 
Power of a hard Heart do at this Ordinance? 

Anſwer. It thou haſt ſuch a Degree of 
Sorrow as puts thee upon loathing and leaving 
off thy Sins, tho* thou canit not mourn for Sin 
ſo much as others do, and as thou would it do, 
yet thou mayſt be a true Penitent. Know, 
that another's ree of Sorrow is not the 
Standard to meaſure thine by; all are not 
Sinners alike, and for that Reaſon the Sor- 
row of all Perſons will not be alike : ſome 
Mens Sins have been infamous and notorious, 
their Lives tainted with heinous Crimes ; now 
their Sins looking ghaſtly upon their Conſci- 
ences, no wonder 1t they labour under ſuch 
Agonies of Mind, ſuch — and Terrors 
of Conſcience, and meet with ſuch melting 
Sorrows as others are Strangers to, and unac- 

uainted with, But perhaps God has bleſ{s'd 
thee with a pious Education, and his reſtrain- 
ing Grace has kept thee from thoſe preſump- 
tuous Acts of Sin which others have — guil- 
ty of, and conſequently thou art a Stranger to 
their violent Expreſſions of Grief and Sorrow, 
yet at the ſame time thou halt fuch a convin- 
cing Sight of Sin, as cauſes thee to hate it, to 
ake it, and to loath thy felt by reaſon of its 
And tho' thou doſt not mourn ſo much as thou 
would'ſt, 
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would", yet thou mourn'tt that thou canf 
mourn no more. Know for — Comfort, that 
thou art not under the Power of a hard Heart: 
Thou doſt not wholly want the Grace of Re 
tance, but ought'it to come to this Ordi- 
nance, for the encreafing of thy godly Sorrow 
for Sin, believing and expecting that the Sight 
of « broken, bleeding Saviour, will tend to the 
further breaking of thy Heart, and encreafing 
thy godly Sorrow for Sin. The | 
6th Excuſe for not coming to the 
Sacramenr, is the Danger of Relapfing : I fear, 
ſay ſome, it I come, and afterwards fall into 
any known Sin, that Almighty God will ne 
ver pardon it, but my Sin will be like the 
Sin againſt the Ho/y Ghoſt, <vbich fball ue. 
ver be forgiven ; therefore I judge it ſafeſt to 
ſtay away. 
Aer. It muſt be acknowledg'd, that to 
fin wiltully and deliberately after we have 
been at this engaging Ordinance, is a great 
Apgravation of Sin, but not ſuch as to render 
it unpardonable, but after our Fall we may be 
recover d by Repentance, becauſe wwe have 
an Awvocate with the Father, 1 Joh. 2. 2. 
(24/y) Know that Almighty God, tho'he re- 
quires (after you have been at his Holy Table) 
your utmoſt Care to aveid Sin, and to ſhun 
Temptations, yet if we Sin, he is ſo gracious as 
to admit us to Repentance. He expects a holy 
Lite after the Sacrament, but not an angelical 
Life ; the Lite of a Saint, but not the Life of 
an Angel; a Life of Sincerity, not a Life of 
abſolute Perfection ; the Sacrament being an 
appointed Mcans to enable us more and more 
againſt 
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zgainſt Sin, and to get Victory over it 3 "ris our 
Duty therefore to have frequent recourſe to it, 

gib Plea is this: 1 dare not come, becauſe I 
ubout under ſo many Fears and Doubts as to 
my own Sincerity 5 had | an Aſſurance of my 
State of Grace, [ might venture to come ; but 
| have heard, no Man ought to come to this 
Ordinance that wants Aſſurance, 

Anſwer. There are two ſorts of Doubtings 3 
ſome that proceed from want of Faith, and they 
which proceed from Weakneſs of Faith, Arto 
the former, ſome Men there are whole Conſci- 
ences tell em, that they are either open Sin- 
ners, or cloſe Hypocrites : Theſe Men have 
great Reaſon to doubt of their Condition, forit 
i certainly very bad and very dangerous, not 
one Moment longer to be teſted in. But then 
there are Doubtings which ariſe from Weakneſs 
of Faith, St. Matth. xiv. 31. Ob, thou of little 
Faith, - w. 4% thou doubr ? Now the 
Ordinance of the Lord's Supper is the pro 
Remedy for the Relief and Cure of theſe Doube- 
ings ; and the longer we keep from this Ordi- 
nance, the ſtronger will our Fears grow, and 
the more will our Doubts increaſe ; and where- 
thou haſt heard that none ſhould approach, 
that want a full Aſſurance of their Grace ; this 
's a great Miſtake, for the Sacrament being a 
ſealing Ordinance, tis the great Means of 
curing a full Aflurance of Faith; which if a 
Man has already, there is no need of going to 
the Sacrament for it. No Man will go to the 
urg Office tu ſecute an Eftate which he has 
in is own Poſſeſſion, and apprehends to be 
vot of the reach of Danger. 
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8. Excuſe is this: I ſee not (ſay ſome) much 
Good gotten by this Ordinance ; many that 
come to the Sacrament lead as bad Lives az 
thoſe that never come: And if it does them no 
Good, weare ſure it does them Hurt, and they 
had better never come there. 

Anſwer (1.) Allowing what thou ſay'ſt to be 
a fad Truth, why ſhould'ſt thou draw ſuch 
a wicked Concluſion from it ? Becauſe ſome 
Men are choakt with their Meat thro'their own 
Negligence, wilt thou therefore reſulve never 
to cat more? Some Men eat and drink un- 
worthily, and diſhonour their Saviour ; is this 
# ſufficient Reaſon why thou ſhouldſt diſobey 
him ? Surely thou art 10 walk by Rule, not by 
Example; and ought'ſt rather to eye thy Sa vi 
ours Command, than thy Neighbour's Miſ- 
carriage, 
But (24% How know'ſt thou that ſuch 
whom haſt ſcen tall after the Sacrament 
have not riſen again by Repentance ? 1 am ſure 
we have great reaſon to believethat Conſcience 
is more quick in 3 ſuch Perſons, than 
thoſe that never receiv'd ; for the Remem- 
brance of the Ordinance cannot but ſtrike 2 
Man's Mind at one time or other. There's more 
Hopes of a Man that · comes to this Ordinance, 
and does not live ſo well after it as he ſhould, 
than of ſuch a Man that profanely k-eps from 
it, and caſts off allregirdto God and Religion, 
for he certainly damns himſelf ro avoid the 
Danger of Damnation: FH that cats and drin 
north, endangers by owzn Soul ; but he that 
to avoid this Danger will not cat nor drink at 
all, doth he not run into a greater Danger ? 

3 9th Play 
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orb Plea, or Pretence, is this: I would not 

have negleRed this Ordinance ſo long as | have 

lore, (fay ſome) but that I was not in Charity 

with my Neighbour, as | confeſs I oughtro be 

he wrong'd and abuſed me, and I being at 
Odds with him, 1 durſt not come. 

Anſwer, It thy Neighbour has wrong'd thee, 
wilt thou wrong thy own Soul? Becaulc he 
has hurt thee, wilt thou hurt thy felt ? The 
Injury done to thee is his Sin ; but thy being 
in Malice is thy own Sin, and thou mult ac- 
count for it. 

But (2d'y) enquire whether thine Anger a- 
gainſt thy Neighbour be juſt or unjuſt ? If thÞ 
Neighbour has done thee Wrong, and perſiſts 
in it withour Repentance, thy Anger is juſt, if 
kept within due — that it doth not tran- 
ſport you to Defires of Revenge. Diſpleas d 
you may be with your Neighbour for a real In- 
pry, and yet not to be indiſpos d for the Sacra- 
ment. But if upon Examination you find your 
Anger was unjuſt, then you ought without de- 
lay to repent of it, and upon your Repentanceto 
haſten to the Lord's Satper, where you will 
meet with ſuthcicnt Arguments for the cooling 
ot the Heats of your Paſſion, and for allayin 
the Boilingsof your Rage; beholding there fuck 
an illuſtrious Inſtance of loving Enomics, and 
forgiving Impurict, as the World was never ac- 
* with. So then it thou hateſt thy Bro- 
ther in thy Heart, and reſolveſt to perfiſt in 
that Hatred, thou may ſt tremble to come to 
the Sacrament z and thou ought'it to tremble al- 
lo every time thou ſay'ſt the Lord's Prayer, for 
thercin thou doſt directly pray againſt thy (elf. 

E 2 Labour 


92 Of Rereivins the Lord's Supper. 


Labour then for a Readineſs of Mind to for. 
gire thy Neighbour, and a willing D-fire to 
ve quietly and peaceably with him, and thou 
may it as fafely come to the Sacrament, as thou 
may ſt ſay thy Prayers. 

Lo. The next Excuſe which ſome make, is 2 
multitude and multiplicity of worldly Bufineſs ; 
We are ſoincumber'd with the World /fa y they) 
that we cannot find Time to fit our ſelvrs as we 
ought for ſuch a Solemnity. 

Anſwer (1.) Can you find no Time to ſerte 
and glorify that God that gives you all your 
get Or can you find Time for every thing 

ut your Soul ? 

(:.) Your Bufineſs is cither neceſſary Buſi- 
nefs, or need leis Bufmeſs : Ifneedlefs, why do 

ou not throw it off, for ſuch Buſineſs is your 
Sin ? If ir be neceſſary Bufinefs, that of your 
Place and Calling, this ought not to hinder you, 
for ſuch Bufinels is God's S-rvice : I hou art 
ſerving thy God when induſtriouſly following 
thy Vocation. 

(3.)The more neceflary world! yBufine(s thou 
haſt upon thy Hands, the greater Rraſonthou 
haſt to frequent this Ordinance : No Man has 
more need of the S2crament than the Man of 
Bufineſs, becauſe no Man's Soul is more in dan- 
ger of being loſt in a Crowd of worldly Bufi. 
neſs ; for having ſo much of the World upon 
thy Hand, there is juſt Cauſe to fear left the 
World will get into the Throne of thy Heart, 
and fo thy Riches become thy Ruin. In ſhort, 
that Man who pleads i for neglecting 
the Sacrament, doth plainly tell Almighty voy 

that 
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that he is not to be ſerved but when the World 


l give leave. 

11. The next Scruple made by ſome for not 
coming to the Lord's Table, is the Unworth:- 
neſs of others : They are afraid ſome wicked 
Mea thruſt themſelves forward, and therefore 
they keep back. 

Anſwer if.) True Humility will teach a 
Man to ſuſpect the worſt of himſelf, and to 
hope the beſt of others. But ſuppoſe it be as 
thou ſuſpecteſt, can another Man's Sin deprive 
thee of the Benefit and Comfort of the Ordi- 
pance ? That when, by the Grace of God and 
thy own Endeavours, thou Art ft, it ſhould be 
n the Power of a wicked Man to make thee 
nit? 

OH. Bar, (ay ſome, the Preſence of a wicked 
Vm polutrs the Ordinance, 

n ver. If fo, he pollutes it to himſelf only, 
de cannot pollute it to thee, who art no ways 
zxcceflary to his Sn. 

Burt /2 Ii, How art thou {ue that the Per- 
m thou ſuſpeckelt for wicked 18 real!) ſuch 2 
His he been bad formerly ? Whot Atlurance + 
aſt thou that he has not ſincerely repented, 
dl is now come to the Sacrament with an ho- 
lt Defire to get Power 2g21n{t his Surry which 
ormerly got Power over him? By his coming. 
e makes Profe ſſioa ſo to do; and, hew know'tt 
thou that he is not ſincere in what he profeſ- 
es ? O but, ſay you, the Man will certainly 
teturn again to his former Wickednel(s ; next 
Week he'll be drunk again, and ſwear again, 
This is more than thou or any Man can tell ; 
tor tho heretofore his Temptations were too 
E 3 many, 
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many, and his Luſts too ſtrong for him, and 
carried him away 2gainſt his Endeavours and IT 
Reſolutions, yet how know'ſt thou what e 
Strength of Grace the Lord may communicate I che 
to him by thisOrdinance ? Charity ſhould teach 1 
you to hope the beſt, and inſtead of cenſuring in 
— Neighbour, pot you upon pitying the t If ©* 
'eakneſs, and upon praying for them alſo, I ©! 
ha the Lord will keep em from future Back- I v*% 
them | 
— And the laſt Plea againſt Communica- e 
hs: is this: Say fore, We do not like your ec 
Way of adminiitring the Ordinance; we are . 
for Chriſt's Ordinances in Chriſt's Order; for er 
we neither like the Garment which you wear, nor I 
the Form of Prayer which you uſe, nor the Ge l 
Hure of Kneeling you preſcribe ; and therefore 80 
1 we cannot join with you, wi 
| Anſwer (1.) A to your having Chriſt's Or- I 
dinances in Chriſt's Order, you have the Sa- 
crament ſo with Us, as to the Subſtance of the H 
Ordinance, and all the efſential Requiſites of U 
it. But our Saviour never intended that you I} © 
ſhould obſerve all the Circumitances relating L 
to that Ordinance, which he obſerved: As fert f? 
Inſtance, he celebrated the Supprr in a borrow'd C 
Chamber, in an nber Reem, in the Evening, th 
only to Twelve Perſons, and thoſe Twelve al 
Men, yea, Twelve Miniſters, and in a Cor | © 
Wirken a Seem, To keep thus ſtrictly to 3 
Chriſt's Order in the Uſc of this Ordinance, b. 
I affurc you, 15 ſo far from being a Duty, that 
it will be your Sin. * 
Tut (24y,) as to the Garment worn by us © 
in the Adminiſtration, why ſhould a Matter | © 
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of ſuch an Indifferency diſcompoſe thy 
Thoughts at ſuch a ſolemn Tr Look 
you to your ſelf, that you come cloath'd with 
the Heading (rarmnt of Repent ance, Faith, Love, 
% Joy ; and it there be any Evil in Colours, 
n a White Garment more than a Black 
ene, be that wears it, or the Authority that 
enjoins it, ſhall anſwer for that, and no 
vou. G 
(Ax, As to our uſing a fea prayer i 
the Adminiltration, know that all the Reform = 
ed Churches throughout the World have done 
the like, the Church of Conn not excepted 3 
for the Spirituality of Power doth not confilt 
in an extempore Flacncy of Words, but in the 
Inteation of the Mind, and Devotion of the 
Soul : If we pray in Faith, with Humility, 
with holy Fervency, with humble Refignation, 
we certainly pray by the Spirit, tho' with 2 
Form of Words before us. And on the other 
Hand, if we pray without the toremention'd 
Diſpoſitions, our Prayers are formal and 
unacceptable, tho' we pray without a Form. 
Laſtly, As to what is ſcrupled about Kneel- 
ing. (t.) It doth not clearly appear what 
Gelture our Saviour uſcd when he celebrated 
this Ordinance ; the Scripture is very filent 
about it: From whence | inſer, that had it been 
our Saviour's Mind we ſhould follow his Ex- 
ample in this Circumſtance, we ſhould not 
have been left in the Dark concerning it: 
ror ſuppoſe it were Sitting, this being but 
a Circumſtance of the Action, we are no 
more obliged to follow it than the other 
Circumſtances of Time, Place, Habit, ©. 
E 4 (2) 
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(z.) Let it be confider'd how far the Church 
ot Exgland has proteſted againſt all Adoration 
ot the Elements ; fo that they who ſuſpect us 
Kneeling to the Bread and Wine, do ſhew 
themſelves to beeither groſly ignorant, or great- 
Iy malicious. But becauſe this is the higheſt 
Ordinance we attend upon Chriſt in, and we 
receive the greateſt Benefits by the Ordinance 
we are capable of on this ſide Glory, even a 
Fardon ſcal'd from the King of Heaven, 
(which we would not receive in any other 
Poſture than upon our Knees from an earthly 
Prince} and for as much as the Sacrament is 
delivered to us with Prayer, we. judge it the 
molt fuitable Geſture for ſuch a folemn Or- 
dinance ; and both in Obedience to Autho- 
nity, 2nd alſo from an AQt of Choice, we uſe 
this Geſture, as a Token of profound Reve- 
rence to our molt endearing Redeemer. 
Theſe ste all the moſt confiderable Pleas 
and Pretences which I have met with from 
Perſons for the Neglect of this Duty. If 
what been here laid tends to the Satiſ- 
faQion of any, and they are willing to ad- 
dreſs themſelves to the Practice of this 

+ long neglected Duty, | ſhall next inform 
them what Preparation is ncceſſary to fir 
them for it. 

. And here now in general: That the 
beſt Preparation for the Sacrament, is a 
Holy Lite, a daily walking before God in the 
holy Path of his Commandments, in an uni- 
form Compliance with the Duties both of our 

general and particular Callings, exercifing 

our 
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our ſelves daily in keeping a Conſcience volt 

Offemce bath toward GOD, and toward 
«ll Mem In ſhort, the habitual Devotedneſs 
of the Soul to God, accompanied with a 
eddy Reſolution to continue ſtedfaſt in our 
Obedience to him in all our Duties, is ſuch 
a divine 'Tcmper as gives us an undoubted, 
Right to the Ordinance, and is the beſt Qua- 
lification for it, But more particularly you 
are to underſtand, that beſides our habitual 
Preparation by Repentance, and the conſtant 
Endeavours of a Holy Life, we ought to ſet 
ſome Time apart for actual Preparation, tho? 
how much every Perſon ought to allot of his 
Time for that Work cannot preciſely be de- 
termin'd Some have more Caule tor it than 
others, havins long neglected themſelves and 
their Duty: Others have more Leifure and 
Freedom tor it. No Man ought to come to. 
the Sacrament without due Care and Prepa- 
ration; but God doth not expect fo much 
Time ſhould be ſet apart for folemn Prepa- 
ration by a poor Servant, as he docs from a 
rich Maiter. 

Now a Chriſtian's atu»! Preparation for 
this Ordinance | take to conſiſt in the Praftice 
of theſe fire following Duties: Examization, 
Humiliation, R. ol,, Meditation, Prayer, and 
Supt cation. 

t. Examine thy ſelf according to St. Paul's 
Advice, I Cor. xi. 2 S. for we fand roo near 
our ſelves to fce our ailings without great 
Obſervation ; take therefore the Candle of the 
Word into thy Hand, to ſcarch thy Heart, and 
examine thy Life by ; particularly examine, 

E 5 (1.) What 
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(1.) What Good there is in thee; what Knew. Ie 
ledge to diſcern the Lord's Body, and to under. BY Th 
and the Nature, Uſe, and Fnd of the Lord's B Kn 
Supper: What Faith to apply the Merits of |; 
his Death to thy own Soul: What Love to | Vo 
thy Saviour's Precepts, Fromifes, People; to cit. 
every one that has the Image of Chriſt upon IN He 
him : What Repentance and Godly Sorrow 
thou doſthnd in thy Soul for Sin: What Carc r 
every Day to mortify it, and to die daily If rel 
more and more unto it. 2. Examine what i ga 
Evil is in thee, and has been done by thee: ch 
See and be ſenſible of the Sintulneſs of thy I} in; 
Nature, of the Sins of thy Heart and Life; || w 
of thy Omiſſions of Good, and Commiſſions 
of Evil; of thy Sins againſt GOD and thy 
Neighbour, in Heart, Word, or Deed : And vi 
tho' it be impoſhble upon thy utmoſt Search 1 G 
to find out all, it will be a good Evidence of |} b. 
thy Sincerity, that thou art not willing to * 
hide any. *. 
2. Having by Examination found out thy 4 
Sins, fall down upon thy Knees in Conſeſſion 
and Humiliation before GOD, bewailing thy 10 
manifold Sins and Wickedneſſes, which thou a 
haſt {from time to time) moiſt prievouſly com- j 
mitted, by Thourhr, Word, and Deed, againſt 
his Divine Majelty. Latour catneſtiy to re- 
, and to be unfeignedly ſorty for tacle thy 
iſdoings ; beg of God that the Remem- 
brance of Sin may be bitter to thy Soul, and 
the Burthen of it intolerable; plead with him 
to forgive thee all that is paſt, and to give 
thee Ins Grace, that thou mayſt ever here- 
EF akter ſerve and Plcaſe him in Neuneſs of Life, 


ms Se as ff = 
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to th? Honour and Glory of his Holy Name. 
This done, before thou atiſeſt from thy 
Knees, 

3- Renew thy Reſolutions for a Holy Life : 
Vow to be more watchful, more careful and 
citcumſpect for the Time to come; ſay with 
Holy David, Pſal. cxix. 106. I have ſzorn, 


and will perform it, that I will heep thy 
Front Tudzment. And be fure when you 


reſulre againſt your Sins, that you reſolve a- 
gainſt all Temptations which lead ro Sin ; he 
that reſol ves againſt Drunkenneſs and Swear- 
ing, mult reſoive to avoid wicked Company, 
which draw him to that Exceſs, and to paſs 
by the Door where hc is wont to be drawn in : 
And take heed of making any Reſolutions in 
your own Strength, but carneſtly impiore the 
Grace and Afſiltznce of Almighty G04; O 
be ſenſible that your own Strength is ſmall, 
your Enemy ſtrong, your Icmptations many, 
your Danger great ; it ever you defire to bring 

our Reſolutions for a better Life to Perfection, 
(ook up to Heaven tor auxiliary Aid from 
10 nccy agg God's Strength, which willen⸗ 
able thee to doall Things; fo faith the Apoſtle, 
Pt, iv. 13. 1 can de all things, &c. 

4. Apply thy felt next to the Duty of Medi- 
tation, particularly meditate on the Suffrrings 
of thy Saviour : And to help and quicken thy 
Meditations upon them, let me advife thee 
conſlantly to tead over the Hiſtory of them be- 
fore a Sacrament, as you find it recorded in 
the two laſt Chapters /bur one of ail the Evan- 
geliſts: Meditate on his wonderful 4baſement 


in his Incarnation, that the Creator of the 
World 
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World ſhould become a Creature. Meditate on 
the Meanneſs and Poverty of his Life, and 
that will work in thee true Contentment of 
Mind in thy poor and low Condition; but 2 
bore all, meditate on the unparallel'd Sufferings 
at his Death, his Patience under them, and his 
Readineſs to pardon and o for his Enemies 
and Murderers that were the Occafion of them, 
This will at once enkindle thy Hatred againſt 
Sin, inflame thy Love to Chriſt, and inſpire 
thee with 2 Spirit of Meekneſs towards thy 
greateſt Enemies, in Imitation of thy dear Sa- 
viour, who offered up his Blood to God on 
the behalf of them that ſhed it. 

$. Set more than ordinary Time apart before 
the Sacrament for Secret Prayer, carneſtly 
pleading with God to make the Sacrament 
effectual, for the mortify ing of thy Sms, for 
the ſtrengthning of thy 2 for the quick- 
ning of thy Defires, 4 the confirming of thy 
Relolutons 3 to make it a Soul nouriſhing 
Meat unto thee, 2nd that thon ma y'ſt expe- 
rience the ſtrengthning, comforting, quick- 
Ding, alliſting, and accepting Pieſerce of 
Chriſt in 2nd at the Ordinance ; and that ſo 
thou may'it be able to ſanctify the Name of 
Chrift in the higheſt At of Homage and A 
doration to him: Suitable Petitions for ſuch an 
Occafon you have many in that excellent 
Book, cal: d The W he Duty of Man; and in 
B. Hop Patri. s Coriftian Sacre „ with many 
MOM; in want 6 * which, if thou can't not 
of thy fel. expreſs thy own Dchres, make 
uſe of the Prayer for this Purpoſe among 


thode at the End. | 
Y | 6. Having 
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6. Having directed you in your Preparation 
for this Ordinance, next underſtand how ou 


are to behave your ſelves at, and under it. Fi 
then, come to the Ordinance with high and 


raiſed Expectations to receive great Benefit and 
Advantage by it, both as to the mortifying of 
thy Sin, and quickning of thy Grace: And 
whatever Luft it is that thou arr moſt capti- 
vated by, and enflav'd to, be it Pride, Paſſion, 
Earthly-mindedneſs, c. let us ſet our ſelves 
againſt that Luſt with all our Might, and plead 
with God at his Table thus: Lord, I come to 
this Ordinance with a fincere Defire and De- 
ſign to get Victory over every Luſt, but parti- 
cularly againſt --—---which does fo often ſolli- 
cit and importune me. O let it receive its 
Death-wound in the Death of my Saviour, 
and never moleſt or enflave me more. Second- 
ly, When come to the Lord's Table, labour to 
caſt all thy worldly Thoughts and Concerns 
out of thy Head and Heart, and ſtrive to lift 
up hy Heart unto the Lord, as thou art ex- 
horted by the Miniſter; fay unto all unſuita- 
ble Thoughts, as Abratam did unto his Ser- 
vants ; Gar. xxii. 5. Abide you Fore bilo, «bile 
I ro and worſop the Lord yeuder, (z.) The bet- 
ter to keep all impertinent and improper 
Thoughts out of thy Mind, entertain thy {elf 
with a frequent Remembrance of the Death 
of Chriſt ; at the fight of the Breed froher 

and Wine feed out, call to mind at once the 
Paſſion of the Son of God, and thy Sing 
which expoled him to ſuch a painful, ſoameful, 
and acturjed ,. Repreſent to the Eve of 
your Minds your dear Redeemer as hanging 


1 upon 
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upon the Croſs, bleeding, fighing, groaning, I us. 
dying under the inſupportable Burden of thy I kin 
Sins, and his Father's Wrath, (4*&ly,) When Go 
thou perceiveit the Miniſter approaching with I the 
the Elements towards thee, put thy ſelf in Kit 
the lowlieſt Poſture of Reverence, and ſay out 
thus beiwixt God and thy Soul, How beantiful tha 
are the Feet of him that publiſe:th Salvation, and ha 
brings the profter of a Saviour to me! l am © Ge 
unworthy of Chriſt, but he is worthy of me I} do 
and my exp do therefore, O Lord, with Tt 
all Humility, accept thee for my King, Prieſt, cor 
and Prophet, for my Sanctifier and Saviour, tha 
($199) hen thou haſt received the Bread, gre 
ay to this or the hike Effect, Lord, I receive ſhe 
ihes Frohen Bread in Renzembrance of y broken dir 
Body z O firengt ben me dib thy beaven'y Grace, þ 

) 


that I may continue thine for cover, arid daily in- t 

creaſe in thy Holy Spirit more and more , till I come Co 
te Shae everiajts Kimedom. Amen. In like Oc 
manner after thou haſt recciv'd tic Cup, pray th: 


to this Purpolc. U my God: Lil my Soul 80 in 
forth as @ Giant refreſved with thus ſpiritual elt 
Me, and lit all the Enemic: of my N batie M. 
fol before me: May I walk in the Strength of th; 

fpirienal Mea! all my Days, and in the end of my 0! 
Days en oy the full Manifqi aten of rty Love up. 


(which u better than wig A thime eeerlaſimng (it 
Kinodom, Amen. (6:ity,) ,mploy your 'Timc AC 
whillt others ate receiving, in Meditation Pl 
and Prayer; in meditating upon the Love of vo 
the Father in ſcading. and upon the Love ot ric 


the Son in coming upon this great Errand, (if, 
w accompliſh the Work o! Redemption for to 
us, 
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us. Alſo in praying unto God for all Man- 
rind in general, for the whole Church of 
God in ſpecial, for that Part of it planted in 
theſe Nations in particular ; for all Chriſtian 
Kings, Princes, and Governors, eſpecially 
our own ; for all our Friends and Benefactors, 
that God would requite the Kindnefles they 
have ſhewn us; for all our Enemies, that 
God would pardon the Wrongs and Injurics 
done to him, to us, and to their own Souls. 
This being a Feaſt of Love, in which we 
commemorate the higheſt Inſtance of Love 
that ever the World was acquainted with, a 
greater Expreſſion of our Love we cannot 
ſhew to our oftending Brother, than in a rea- 
dineſs to forgive him, and interceding carneſt- 
ly for his Soul. Laſtly, as an Expreſſion of 
Gs Thankfulneſs to Chriſt for his Mercy and 
Compaſſion towards thee, lay hold upon this 
Occafion to ſhew thy Charity to his Members, 
that thy Prayers and thine Alms may be had 
in Remembrance of God; and as thou refreſh- 
elt the Bowels of the Poor, ſo mayeſt thou find 
Mercy of the Lord in the needful Day. 

7. It only now remains to ſhew how we 
ought to behave our {cl ves after we have waited 
upon Chriſt at his Holy Table, (1.) Decline 
(if poſſible) all Company immediately after the 
Action; and retire inſtantly into ſome ſecret 
Place, and there upon your Knees offer up 
your "Thankſgiving to Almighty God for his 
rich Mercy and invaluable Gocdneſs vouch. 
ſaked to you in that Ordinance, intreating hi 
to pardon all the DefeAs of the whole — 
ind imploring the gracious Aſſiſtance of his 
holy 
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holy and good Spirit, whereby you may be 
enabled to work in the Strength of that Grace 
as becometh thoſe who have receiv'd ſuch preat 
Pledges of Salvation. (2.) When you are re- 
turn d into Company, take heed that the ſpi. 
ritual Heat which was enkindled in your Sou); 
by and under the Ordinance, be not quench'd 
by a ſudden falling into worldly Conferences 
and fruitleſs Diſcourſes ; but labour to cheriſh 
and kcep alive that holy Fire upon the Altar ot 
your Hearts, and endeavour by Prayer, Medi 
tation, and holy Conference, to improve it in- 
to a holy Flame. (z.) Spend the Sacrament- 
day in publick, private, and ſecret Duties of 
Religious Worſhip, particularly in Prayer and 
Praiſes, in and after — 3 of your ſelves 
what Faith, what Love, what Humility, What 
Sincetity was found with us, while waiting vp- 
on our Saviour at his holy Table: Take no 
rice allo of any Deadneſs of Heart, and lud 
"ey ot Spirit which thou labour'ſt under, 
ail it, and beg Pardon of it for Chriſt's 
Sake, who bears the Iniquitics of our Holy 
Things. (4.) Conclude the Sacrament-day 
with Prayer and an Hymn of Praiſe. Thus 
did our Saviour after he had kept this Supper 
with his Diſciples, Hl. /arg an Hymn, St. Marth, 
XXV. 30. and betook hirafelf to God in Pray- 
er ; and the Nur at their Paſſover did fing the 
$ 13th Plalm, with the fire following Pſalms, 
which they call'd the creat Hallelujah, A Chri- 
flian ſhould every Day of his Life give Thanks 
and pray, but efpecially ona Sacrament day; 
then ſhould we bleſs the Lord with our whole 


Souls, ard call upon all that is within us to 
| bleſs 
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bleſs his Holy Name. Such Chriſtians as deſire 
to do this, but want ſuitable Words, may ex- 
preſs their Defires to God in thoſe at the end. 


ä 


n 


_— 
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Cont ammy an earneſt Fexhortation to the Love and 
Pratice of Univerſs! Holineſs. 


HE Confideration of our Baptiſmal Vow, 
renew'd and ratify'd by many Sacramental 
Engagements at the Holy Table, is certainly 
one ot the ſtrongeſt Ties that Chriſtianity lays 
upon us, to oblige us to the Love and Practice 
of Univerſsl Holineſs; for moſt certain it is, 
if we relapſe 2nd fall back into an evil Courſe 
of Life, if we wiltally return again to Folly, 
we kindleGod's Wrath againſt us; we provoke 
him to plague us with divers Difeafcs, ard ſuns 
dry Kinds of Death: Fut if we eſcape theſe, 
there are more diſmal Pl!>gues than theſe that 
will overtake us, ſuch 2« Hardne's of Heart, 
Blindneſs of Mind, and a fezr'd Conſcience : 
Theſe ate indeed invifib eStrokes, which make 
not a Noiſe, and ſtrike nor our Senf s, but ve- 
rity, if we confider the Efects and Contequen- 
ces of them, they are more formidable and dif 
mal than the raging Peſti)cnce, and the loudeſt 
Claps of Thunder. Let vs then pioufly re- 
ſolve, as we fear the Wrath of God, and love 
our own Souls, after we have renew'd our Co- 
renant with God at his Holy Table, to oblige: 
our ſelves to an Eminent 40 Exemplary Piety 


of Converſation ; let us live as thoſe that are 
re- 
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redeem'd by the Blood of Jeſus, as thoſe that 
are ſanctiſed and ſcal d by the Spirit of Jeſus, 
as thoſe that expect an cternal Fellowſhip and 
Communion with Jeſus in his Heavenly 


Kingdom. 


To this end it may be adviſable, 
1. The next Morning after thou haſt been at 
the Sacrament, as ſoon as thou art up, enter 
into thy Cloſet, zod before the Lord piouſly 
and profitably reſolve and vow to maintain a 
riet Watchtulneſs and Care over thy Heart, 
Words, and Ways, for the time to come. Such 
a Reſolution as this made in the Strenoth of 
God, will work Wonders, becauſe God will 
aſſiſt and bleſs it. "Twill fortity thee againſt 
ITemptations, and the ſtrongeſt Solicitations to 
return tothe Love and Practice of Sin and Wick- 
edneſs. Suppoſe thy deareſt Friends and Fami- 
kars, ſuppoſe thy indulgent Mother that bore 
thee, nay, ſuppole the Wite of thy Boſom, the 
Delight of thine Eyes, ſhould all ict upon thee, 
— intreat and importune thee to omit ſome 
down Duty, or to commit ſome wicked Act, 
ſuch a Reſolution 2s thou haſt now made for a 
= Lite will antidote thy Soul againſt the 
Poiſon of ſuch a Temptation, and put the ſa me 
Reply into thy Mouth as was found in holy 
Jojept's, Gen. xxxix. 9. How can I do this great 
Witrdneſs, and jor againſt Grd? 


z. Having made this ſolemn Vow betwixt 
Gol and thy own Soul, for a holy Lite, tor a 
Life ſuitable ro a Sactamental Engagement, 
you 
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you will find it advantageous to write it 
down and keep * you thus : 

At ſuch a Time, and on ſuch a Day, ha- 
« ving renew'd my Covenant with GOD at his 
„Holy Table, 1 did with all the Devotion of 
my Heart and Soul entirely ſurrender up my 
« felt, and all that is mine, to the Service and 
© Glory of Almighty God, vowing all Fide- 
« lity and Obedience to him, a reſolving 
{+ that He ſhall have the full guiding, govern- 
© ing, and diſpoſing of me and mine. 

And after every Sacramentlovk upon it, and 
confider ſeriouſly of it, ſaying thus to thy ſelf; 
Febe'd, O my Soul, the Bonds that are on thee, 
this 11 thine own AH and Deed; it is as certain re- 
corded in Heaven as "tis here << ritten on Earth, and 
foall one Day be brought forth againſt thee to thy 
Everlaſting Condemnation, Files daft not walk an- 
ſwerably to the Obi at ion of it. Keep it by 
thee, ns a Memorial of the ſolemn I tanſacti- 
ons betwixt God and thy Soul; for, beſides 
the Influence it will have upon thy Obedi. 
ence in the time of thy Lite, it will afford 
thee no ſmall Comfort and Aſſurance at the 
Hour of Death, and in the Time of Tem- 
pta tion. 


3. Make choice of ſome wiſe and faithful 
Friend, and obliging him by all the Endear- 
ments and Obligations of Friendſhip, to be 
your Monitor and Remembrancer : his the 
Apoſtle adviſes to, IIb. x. 23. Conſider one e- 
ther, t frotote wito Love and good IWorks. 
There are two forts of Perſons that will tell 


us of our Faults, our belt Friends, and our 


bit- 
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Make uſe of thoſe Rebukes with Chriſtian Pru- 
dence, which he gives in finful Anger. Art 
thou bleſs'd with fuch a Friend ? Blcks God tor 
him, let thy Heart cleave unto him, and per- 
form a reciprocal Duty of Love and Faithtul- 
neſs 2 z be often admoniſhing, te- 
proving, reftoriog, quickaing and confirming 
one another z the Advantage of ſuch a Friend. 


ſhip is inexpreiſſible. 


Labour every Day to live as in God 
Sight, and to walk continually as under the 
View and Obſervation of his All-feeing Eye; 
Mal. xvi. 8. in all Places, and in all Compa- 
mies, endeavour to remember the Preſence of 
God, that He is ent thy Farb by Day, and 
about thy Bed by Night, ord [pies ent all thy Hays : 
Remember that thy Got teeth ia Sectet, and 
that no Darkneſs is an Obſtacle to his piercing 
Eye: Remember that Cod is every where pre- 
fent, and then thou wilt 0 »dy ro be every where 
holy. Ir is not ſufticicrr that Cons Lie (ous 
thee, but thou muſt {ee thy (ct fren God: 
The Maſter's Eye upon the Scholar will not 
command him to his Book, but the Scholar 
ſeeing that his Maſter fees him, will do it. 
66 O my Gol / ſays pious Biſhop Hill } let me 
«ce my felt ſcen of thee, and I ſhall never 
« dare to oftend thee. 


3. Hare frequent recourſe to your Miniſter, 
our Spiritual Guide ; defire his Advice, and 
low his Inſtruttions, in order to your lm- 
provement in Knowledge, and Ad — in 

ery . 


bictereſt Enemies: Haſt thou ſuch an Enemy! 


p 


e 


The Concluſion. 199 


new: Acqua int him with thy Reſolutions for 


Heaven and a holy Life, and defire him to 
give thee the needful Directions in order to it: 
Lay open thy very Soul unto him, and be not 
ſhy of acquainting thy ſpiritual Phyſician with 
ail thy Soul's Complaints; hear him, as thou 
would'ſt hear Chriſt himſelf, whoſe Miniſter he 
is; mark what he ſays with the greateſt Care, 
and follow his Inſtruftions with the greateſt 
Faithfulneſs; acquaint him from time to time 
with the State and Condition of thy Soul, with 
thy Temprations and Dilcouragements, with 
thy Doubts and Fears, with thy Failings and 
Imperfections, with thy Joys and Sorrows; 
his Counſels (by the Blefling of GOD) will 
preſerve thee in an uniform, even, and ſteddy 
Courſe of well-doing: Thy Miniſter is con- 
cerned to give thee the belt Advice he can, and 
GOD is concern'd to make it efleQtual for thy 
good, having in his infinite Wiſdom ordain'd 
it for that End. | 


6. And above all, look up to Almighty God 
in Prayer, that he would make you perfect, 
"(ta bliſh, ſtrengthen, ſetile you: Give him the 
entire Praiſe of all that Good that is wrought 
in you, or perform'd by you: Be thanktul to 
him for any Meaſure of Knowledge received in 
thy Und-rſtanding, for any Inclinations 
found in thy Will, for any — 4 Aſtections 
ſtirring in thy Soul; and intercede with him, 
that in Mindtulneſs of his Promiſe, as he has 
begun a geod Work in thee, he would perfect 
it unto the Day ot Jeſus Chriſt ; that he would 
order thy Steps in his Word, and let no Ini- 
quity 
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quity have Dominion ovet thee; that He would 
hold up thy Goings in his 2 till thy Fert 
take ho'd of Eternal Life; that thou may ſt 
be faithful to thy Death, not beginning in the 
8 Le 00 making a ſad cad 1 che Fleih; not 
46, af the Number of thoſe who draw back 


eto Perdition, but of thoſe who perſevere in well. 


doing, to the ſaving of their Souls, Amen. 
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SECTION I 


Of the CREATION. 
Queſt. A the World eternal? or, Had it @ 


mniny ? 

Anſw, The World neither was, nor is eter- 
nal, for in tbe Beginning of Time God created the 
Heaven and the Earth, Gev. 1. v. 1, 

. Ont of what, and by hat, did God make the 
World, and all Things t herrin? 

A. God made the World, and all Things 
therein out of e having no Matter 
to work upon by the Word of his Power. 

A. Inwhat ſpace of Tims, and after what man- 
wer was the World created Pas, mad: ? 

A. ln the ſpace of fix Days, and in an or- 
derly and perfect manner, every thing being 
ver good, Gen, j. laſt. 

„For what End and Deſten was the World 
crrated by God ? 

A. In general, for his own Plea ſure all Things 
are and were created. In particular, for the ma- 
nifeſtation of his Power, i , and Goodneſs, 
and for the exaltation of his Honour and Glory. 

Q). How came we to nnderſtand and tems th 
way and manner of the World's Creation ? 

A. By Faith we underitand that the Worlds 
were framed by the Word of God, Heb. xi. 3. 

Q. What is God ? | 
A, God is an infinite, 33 and 
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tal Spirit, eſſemtially neceflary, and one who 
could not, and cannot but be. 

. How many ſorts of Spirits are there ? and, 
of which ſort 1s Gea? 

A. There arc two ſorts of Spirits, 1.) Crea. 
ted and Finite, as Angels and the Souls of 
Men ste. (2. Uncreated and lnfinite ; and 
ſuch 2 Spirit GOD only is. 

Q. Whar mean you by GOD"; ling an Infrrite 

beret ? 

A. That all the Perf:Aions of his Nature, 

rricularly his Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, 

oodnels, do exceed all Meaſures, Bounds, 
and Limits, and cannot be comprehended by 
the Underſtandings of his Creatures. 

| 2. Iy call you him irroiſtble ? 

A. Becauſe he is not to be ſeen by any bodi- 
ly Eye, and conſequently not to be conceived 
of under any bodily Shape. 

Her is be Immortal ? 

A. GOD"s Immortality is natural and ne- 
cefſary from his own Nature and Being, he 
neither had Beginning, nor ſhall have und. 
The Angels and Souls of Men arc immortal by 
the Gift of God only: They had a Beginning, 
edis his Pleaſure they ſhall never have an End. 

Q. Hou many Geds are there? 

A. There's none other but one, namely, a 
living and true God. 

2. How doth it apprar that there i, and can te, 
but one God ? 

A. The Scripture reveals no more, Deut. vi. 4. 
The Lord thy God is one Lord; and Reaſon will 
allow no more, becaule there can be but one 
firſt and chief Cauſe, one ſupreme and moſt 
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Ni call you bim the True God ? 
4 2 4 Him from all titular Gods, 
„„ Magiſtrates and others, and from all Idols, 
and falſe Gods. 

Q. Why call you bim the Living God 
CY 4. B-cauſe all Life, natural, ſpiritual, and 
4 Eternal, is in him, and only from him. 

Q. How doth it atpear that there are Three Per- 
„ BY [ons in the Godbe ud, and only Three ? 

A. It appears theſe three Ways: (t.) From 
the Baptiſmal Inſtitution, Marr. xxviii. 19. 
Paptix : all Nations in the Name of the Father, of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. (2.) From the 
y I Apoſtolical Benediction, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. The 

Grace of om Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Love of 
God, and the Communion of the Ho'y Ghoſt be with 
en. (3.) From plain and poſitive Scripture 
1 | Aﬀertions, 1 Jobn v. 7, There are Three that 
Nur Record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Haty Ghoſt. 
. Q. What are the d4;ſtin# Operations which &rip- 
» Bf tare attributes to the ſeveral Perſons ? 
A. It aſcribes generally the Works of 
Creation to the Father, it attributes particu» 
larly the Work of Redemption to the Son, 
and the Werk of Sanctiſication to the Holy 
Ghoſt, 
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SECT. IL 6 
Of the Fall. 


| . 9 many Sorts or R ants of Creatures 
Q H did Gd make for the glorifymg of bim 
. Earth, and tbe Enmwyment of Him in Heaven ? 
F » A. Ty 
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A. Two Sorts ; namely, Angels and Men. 

Q.Whar are the degli! 

A. Finite and Immortal Spirits, created by, 

and made after the Image ot the glorious God, 

Q. Did the gels continue in that Holy and bap- 

þy State im hich they were creatd ? 

A. All of the Angels did rot fin, but many 

of them did, and their Sin is ſuppoſed to be 

Pride. 

Q. Did God provide any Remedy for the fallen 

Axl Reco very 4 

A, No, but they are a'l reſerrv'd in everlaſt- 

ing Chains, under Darkneſs, to the Judgment 

the Grat Day, Jud, 6. 

Q. Adam lung rhe firſt Man that Cod created 

and made, of what Paris dd Adam conſiſt ? 

A. Oftwo Parts, namely, a Soul and a Body. 

Q. What was bis Body made of ? 

A. "The Duſt of the Ground. 

Q. Was bis Soul /o made ? 

A. No; God brea:hed into his Noſtrils the 

Breath of Life, and Man became a living Soul. 

A Did God mas Adam an boly Creature, or a 

forful Creature ? 

A. An holy Creature, after his own Image. 

. Ii berein aoth the I of (30d con ? 

in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, and a ſo- 

vereign Dominion over all the Creatures, 

(2. How cam Man then be a [mful Creat wre ? 

* A. Tho' he was made upright, yet was his 
Wilt mutable, and by abufing his . he 

ſel from that holy State in which he was crea- 

ted, by cating the forbidden Fruit. 

CY, Who remptcd bim to cat th: forbiaden Fruit 


A. The 


t 
] 
a 
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A. The Woman, whoſe Name was Eve, 
whom God made of one of Adam's Ribs, to be 
an Help-meet for him, and not a Tempter of 

, hm. 
. Q. Who tempred ber ? 

A. Tac Serpent; that is, the Devil in an! 
by the Serpent. 

Y Q. Did Adam only burt bimſelf by cating the 
* forbradon Frum ? 

A. No verily, he ruin'd not only himſelf but 
* all his Poſterity, he being the Root of all Man- 
kind ; they finned in him, and fell with him 
in his firſt Tranſgreſſion. 1 
t (). Wherein conjijts the Sin and Miſery of that 
Eſtate into which Adam and bi: Poſterity fell : 

A. In the dreadful Effects of that fatal 
Fall; for our Underſtandings are thereby 
h darkned, our Wills perverted, our AﬀeGtions 

miſplacel, and all the Faculties of our Souls 
inclined to that which is Evil, and averſe to 
al! that is Good 


1 Q. J/ hat was the bene nut due to Adam and 

: ITT Voſterity for that Sin ? 

- A. Death, according to the Threntning of 
God, Iu the Day that thou cateſt, thou ſhalt die, 

bo (). What Death was intrnard in that Threat» 


wing ? 
4 Tempora!, Spiritual, and Eternal ; or 
the Death of the Body by the Loſs of Lite, the 
Death of the Soul by the Loſs of God's Image, 
> | and the Death of theBody and Soul for ever, 
- by the Loſs of God. 
Q. bu Lahn, of Inſtration may you gat er 
. from the Fall ? "4 
A. Very many, and thoſe very uſeful % 
F 3 1 Learn ö 


a_— 


"tho" only ſuch as believe and ob:y the Go- 
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learn of what a malignant Nature Sin is, inaſ- 
much as one Sin deſil d and deftroy'd the whole 
World. 3. The wonderful Wiidom of God 
in ſending Chriſt in our Nature to take away 
the Sin of the World. (z.) The Neceſſity of 
our Intcreſt in Chrill, and Union with him, 
that as we have teccited of the firſt An 
Corruption for Corruption, we-may alſo te- 
ceite of the fecond Adam Grace for Grace. 

Q. What I-ferences may be drawn from our firſt 
Parents Fl? 

A. Such as theſe, namely, 1 Thot the beſt 
of us, when left to our ſelves, cannot be long 
ſafe. (2. That fince Man before the Fall could 
not be his own Keeper, much lefs fincethe Fall 
can he be his own Saviour. 3. We learn how 
wonderful great our Obligations are to the 
Blefſed Jeſus, who recovered and ſaved us 
when the Fall lett us hopeleſs and helpleſs. 


— — = 


RR ECT. I. 
Of Man's Recovery by CHI. 
Q. D wot God provide a Remedy for fallm 


Man's Recovery, 

A. Yes, he ſent his on Son to die for him; 
who took not on him the Nature of Angel: 
but the Sced of Alrabam, Heb. ii. 15. 

Q. For whom of Mankind ad C}riſt die? 

A. He gave bim/rlf a Ranſom for all, he taſiid 
Death for br Man, and his Death was 2 
Propitistion for the Sins of the whole World; 
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ſpel Mall Cavingly partake of the Benefits of 
his Death. 6 

Q_ IWio was God's on Son, that thus died? 

A. The Lord Jeſus Chrilt, who being God 
from Eternity, became Myh in the Fulneſs of 
Time. 

Q. How many Natures bad Chriſt ? 

A. Two Natures; a Divine Nature, 2s 
God, and a Human Nature, as Man. 

Do theſe two Natures mae two Perſons ? 

A. No, the Human Nature was united to 
the ſecond Perfon in the Godhead, and con- 
tinues to abide in Union with it, and that 
tor ever. | a 

Q In which of theſe Natures did Chriſt ſuffer ? 

A. In his Human Nature, as Man. 

„ In which Nature Ad be ſatisfy, or give Sa- 
** to the Juice of God for 191 Sins? 

A. ln his Divine Nature, as he was God 
equal with the Father, 

Q. How do you prove Chriſt to be God ? 

A. By a threetold Argument: (1.) Becauſe 
the Attributes of God are given to him; he 
is ſaid to be eternal, and all- mnowing, St. Jobs 
XX!. 17. Lord ten knew all Things. (.) Be» 
cauſe the Works of God were wrought by him 
he cleans'd the Lepers, raiſed the Dead, yea, 
he made the World, Joel i, v. 3. Al{ Thangs 
were mad, by lim, &c. (z.) Becauſe diving 
Honour is given to him by the Command- 
ment of God, Ib. i. 6. Let all the Augels of 
God worfo;p hum. 

C).' How prove you Chriſt to be a Man ? i 
A, Brcauſe he had a true Body and a reaſo- 
F 4 nable 
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nable Soul, and was in all Things made like 


unto us, Sin only excepted, 

Q. Why wou'd Chriſt be born ? 

A. That he might dic for our Salvation. 

Q. IF to was be born of ? 

A. Of the Virgin Mery, 

Q. Fas be born in Sin 15 you were? 

A. No, he was neither born in Sin, nor lived 
in any dm ; for then he could not have ſatiſ- 
fied the Juſtice of God for Sin. 

Q). How came be to be born wutbour Sin? 

A. By being conceiv'd of the Holy Ghoſt. 

Q. What doth the Nan, Jeſus ſrenify? 

A. A Saviour, becauſe he was to fave his 
People ſrom their Sins. 
Q. #Fbat doth the Name of Chriſt ſrenify ? 
A. Anointed, which denotes his thtecfold Ot- 
Bee, namely, of a Prophet, Prieſt, and Kiog. 

Q W ty did Chriſt execxte all theſe Offices ? 

A. Becauſe they are all neceſſaty to our Sal- 
vation, and we have the Benefit of them all. 

IV bat Benefit ? 

A. All the Promiſes flow from theſe Offices, 
2s Streams from their Fountain; for Tnſtance, 
the Promiſes of Illumination and Direction 
flow from Chriſt's Prophetical Office; the Pro- 
miſes of Pardon and Peace flow from his 
Prieftly Office ; and the Promiſes of Prote- 
Qtion and Defence from his Kingly Office. 

Q. Can no Man rective Chriſt in one Office, and 
refuſe kim in another ? | 

A. No, but whoever will hare the Benefit of 
one, muſt receive him in all, A#s v. 31, Heis a 
Saviour to none to whom he is not a Prince 

an 
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and it is in vain to expect Salvation by him, 
it we do not yield Subjeftion to him. 

Q. WIFhar Death did Chriſt undirgo for us? 

A. The Death of the Croſs, which was 2 
ſhameful, a painful, and an accurſed Death. 

* "HB bec ame of Chriſt after bis Death ? 

A. He was buried, and continued among 
the Dead until the Third Day, in which he a- 
role again ſrom the Dead. 

; 2. IT by did Chriſt riſe at all ? 

A. To declare the Sufhciency of his Satifſ- 
fiction, and the Certainty of our Reſurte Sion. 

2 HW hy did be ariſe mo ſooner, and : why /oould 
l »o /onger ban t“ be Third . Y ? 

A. He d 4 ariſe no ſooner, left the Truth of 
his Death ſhould have been queſtion'd, that he 
did not die at all: and he would he no longer, 
iſt che Faith ot his Diſciples ſhould have fail 'd. 

Q. hat became of Chriſt after ks Reſnrre+ 
Sion? 

A. After Forty Days ſtay upon Earth, he 
. up into Heaven. 

(). 1P herefore did Chriſt 4 cond into Haun? 

A. To open Heaven to us, and to make In- 
tercethon with the Father for us, 

(0) /F bat doth tf rs A. cenſron teach ue? 

A. The Duty of Hoa venly-Mindedaeſs, that 
we ſhould in Heart and Mind aſcend after 
him. 

Q. What Honour bas Chrift now in Heaven ? 

A. The Honour of fitting at God's Right 
Hand. 
bat mean you by ſitting at God's Right 
Han 


A, Thar Chriſt is advanc'd unto Authority 
Fs and 
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"and. Power, whereby he ruleth all Things 
toth in Heaven and in Earth. P 
Q. Will nor Chrift come again from Heaven ? 
A. Yes, he wil come again at the End of 
the World, to judge the Quick and Dead. 
Q. Who A the Quick and Dead ? 0 
A. Thoſe that are alive at his coming, and 
thoſe that are in their Graves. 


n certain there will be 4 Day of Judd l 
nr | f 
A. Yes, the Scripture aſſures it. ard the 
Conſciences of Men expect and dread it. 5 
tet are the Properties of that Tue 
mens ? 2 
A. It will be awful and ſolemn, exact and 8 
eritical, impartial and univerſal. 0 


Q. What will follow w „ Trarment ? 
A. Thoſe that have « one Good (ſhall 80 in- 8 
to Everlaſting Life, and thoſe that have done 


Evil into everlaſting Fire. f 
Q_ Wie is the Third Perſon im the Trinity 

&% om you profes io Felle u- 1 1 
A. The Holy Ghoſt. 
AN 45 he jo called ? 0 


A. Becauſe he is eſſentially Holy in himſclf, t 
and cfhciently Holy, or the Author of all true 
Holineſs in us allo, it being he that ſant#ifi-; / 
me and all 1be E!# Prople of God. 

(2, HW hat ii :it to beliroe in the He!y Ghoft ? ] 

A. Not only to be'ieve that he 1s infinitely ( 
Holy in himiclt, but alſo to rely upon him t 
for Sandification, and further Mcaſures of 
Holineſs in us allo, 
Q. What mean you by the Holy Catholick 
Church ? | 

4, All 
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4 All the People of God, whereſoerer df. 


Why i is the Church called Catholick or Uni- 


verſal ? 
A. Becauſe it has been in all Ages and Pla- 
ces, and conſiſts of all ſorts of Perſons. 
Q. Why is the Catbelich Church callcd Holy. 
4. Both in regard of her Vocation and Cal- 
ling, as alſo in regard of the Ofhces per- 
form'd holily by her. 
3 the Communion of 


Saints ? 
A. That Communion or Fellowſhip which 


all the Faithful have with God the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, and one with an- 
other. 


Q. What intend you by the Forgiveneſs of 
Sims 2 

A. That for Chriſt's ſake my Sins ſhall be 
forgiven me, if they be forſaken by me. 

(). How do you believe the Reſurrtttion of tle 
Poay ? 

A. 1 firmly believe that God will raiſe a- 
gain all dead Bodies, and the ſame Bodies of 
them thar die. 

Q. What arffrence will there be bet zixt the Re 


ſurretiion of the Rigbreons and the Wicked ? 


A. The Wicked ſhall be rais'd by the 
Power of Chriſt as their Judpe, but the Righte- 
ous by vertue of their Union with Carilt as 
their Head. 

Q. What man you when you profeſs to believe 
the Life Everlaſting ? 


4 —— are two different States, of Re- 
wards 


2 
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- wards and Puniſhments, in another World, in 
which the Wicked ſhall be for ever miſerable, 
and the Righteous for ever happy. 

Q Thus you have given me an Account of the 
Articles of your Belief, now let me bear you ſay the 
Lord's Prayer ? | 
A. Our Father, &c. 

Q. How many Parti are there of the Lord"; 


_— ? 
„Three Parts, namely, the Preface, the 
fix Petitions, the Doxology and Concluſion. 
Q. Which is the Preface? 
A. Our Father, which art in Heaven. 
Q. I bat doth the Word Father muport ? 
A. That God to whom we pray, is of caſy 
Acceſs unto, and willing to grant what we 
pray for, and that we ought to call upon him 
with reverential Fear and Holy Confidence, 
Q. Why do we cal bis our Father ? 
A. To fignify, and put us in mind of our 
Du y, that we are not only to pray by, and for 
our ſelves, but with and for others. 
2 * we 10 God as bemg im Heaven ? 
A. To denote his Sovereignty, Dominion 
"over us, and that vaſt Diſtance and Diſpro- 
portion berwixt him and us. 
. What de we pray for in the firſt Petition ? 
A. In the firſt Petition, which is [ Hallowed 
be ify Name] we pray that God and all that 
more n relate to him, may by us and 
by all Men be hot out'd and reverenc'd. 

Q. ty oagtt our Hearts to be intemtly ſet 
mow the Hullowing or Santlifyng of God's 
Name ? 


A. Be- 


' 
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A. Becauſe this was the general End of God 
in our Creation, and the particular Defign of 
God in our efteual Vocation. 

Q. bat do we pray for in the Sicond Peti- 
tion 

A. In the Second Petition, which is 
Kingdom come] we pray that God would de- 
throne Sin and Satan, and deſtroy their King- 
dem, that he would enlarge the Kingdom of 
Grace, and haſten the Kingdom of Glory. 

Q. I bat do we pray for in the Third Petition ? 

A. In the Third Petition, which is, [Thy 
Ill be done in Earth as it is im —— we 
pray that the commanding Will of God may 

orm'd by us, and all Men here on 
Earth, as univerſally, as cheartuliy, as ſpeedi- 
ly, as conſtantly, as the glorious Angels, and 
the glorious Szints obey it in Heaven. 

Q. bat pray we for im the Fourth Peti- 
tion? 

A. In the Fourth Petition, which is, [Give 


* this Day our day Bread ) we pray that God 


would give us al! Things needful for this pre- 


ſent Life, a competent Portion of them, a Co- 


venant Right unto them, with a ſanctified Uſe 
and Improvement of them. 

Q. F ag you pray for in the Fifth Pai. 
tion ? X 
A. In the Fifth Petition, which is [ Forgive 
KK Our Treſpaſjes, as we forgroe them that treſpaſs 
againſt We pray that God uud pardon all 
our Sins ircel y, fully, evcrlattiogly ; and ena» 
ble us to forgive others, it ever we expect For- 
givencſs of him, . 


Q. I bat 
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Q. What is meant by (Our) Treſpaſſes, is it 
only ſach Sins as we bave aH commurtrd ? 

A. No, but (t.) Adam's Original Sin is 
herein included, which is Ort, both by Im- 

tation, Inhefion, and Imitation : And 2 
er Mens Sins which we have made Ou, 
by exciting to them, by not h ndring of them, 
by not mourning for them. 

bat are we to intend and mean, when we 

pray that God would forgive us, 2s we forgive ? 

A. It does not denote either Meritoriouſneſs 
or Equality, 2s if by forgiving others we 
could merit Forgivenels at the Hands of God, 
or as it we coul ual him in the manner of 
Forgiving ; but it denotes the Qualification of 
the Frlon whom God will forgive ; as al- 
fo tf Condition which God only wil forgive 
po, Marr. vi. 17. If we forgive not Men they 
Treſpajſesr, meither will your Heavenly Father forgive 

* 
2 Q. What do revengrful Perſons then do, when 
they ſay the Lord's Prayer? | 

A. They pray for their own Damnation. 

Q. bat ao we pray for in the ict h Paition ? 

A. In the Sixth Petition, which is, [ nd lead 
we wor mito Temptation, bat deliver ms from Evil,] 
We pray that God would preferve us from 
Temptation, ſuccout us with his Grace under 
Temptation, and enable us to overcome when 
we ace tempted. 
Quan that Evil which bert you pray to be 
$ delrverrd from ? 
FE A. Pcincipally the Evil of Sin, which is the 
Evil ot Evils, and that which makes the De- 


wl 6 ll. 
Q. What 
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Q. What is meant by Detiverance from Evil? 
A. It imports a powerful Aſſftance of God's 
Grace to preſerve us from the Evil of Sin, and 
the Prevalency of Temptation. 

Qu doth the Concluſ;on of the Lord's Prayer 
reach ws ? 

A. The Conclufion of the Lord's Prayer, 
which is, [For thine is the Kinrdom, the Power 
and the Glory, for cver and ever, Amen.] teaches 
us, 2s it is Argumentative, that it is both law- 
ful and needful to hack our Petitions unto God 
with Reaſons and Arguments laid before him. 

Q. What need of uſim Arguments with God in * 
Prayer, when be is more ready to bear thaw we ts 
pray ? * 
A. The Uſe of them is nor to move God to 
Audience, but toquicken ourſelves to Fervency. 

Q. How many Arguments are here uſed? 

A. Four. 

Q. Which is the firſt Argument ? 

A, For thine is the Kingdom 3 intimating that 
God has a Kioadom in the World, and that 
what we pray tor, is for the Advancement of 

is Kingdom. 

(>. What is the ſecond Areument ? 

A, Thine is the Power 3, 1otimating, that the 
Power ot God is an Argument with himſelf ro. 
rant, and an Encouragement tous to hope for 
Oo obtaining of the Mercies which we want 


and crave. 
Q. What is the Third Argument? 


A, Theme 1s tHe G.ory ; implying, that if what 
we pray for be for the Glory of God, it may 
encourage us to hope four Audience, and Ac- 
ceptance with God, 

| Q. Which: 


| 
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"Q. Wheat is the Fourth Armament s 

A. It is couch'd and coata ined in the Words, 
for ever and ever. Which denote the Eternity of 
God ; it is a mighty Encouragement in Prayer, 
to confider, that the God whom we pray unto 
is an eternal God | for we may hope to receive 
what others have formerly r God's E- 
ternity being the ſame, if we act the ſame. He 
is the jam? Yiſterday, ro Day, and for ever, 

Q. What i the Importance of the [iſt Word in 
the Lord's Prayer, Amen? 

A. It does import or fignify three Things, 
namely, (. An hcarry Aﬀent to the ſeveral 
Petitions put up to God in Prayer. (z.) An ar- 
dent Defire to be heard and anſwered in what 
we pray for. 3.) Ao humble Confidence, and 
a fem Afurance that we mall be heard and 


anſwered after we have pray'd, therefore we 
ſay, Amen. So be it. 


er V. 
Of the Renovating Change. 
Q. * baving done ſo mu for your Salvation, 


5 you bave now declared, ſurely there ir no- 
thang . for you to do ? 

A. God torbid that I ſhould think fo, for 
the Scriptures tell me, I mutt be burn again, 
repent, and be converted, believe and obcy the 
Goſpel, or I can never ſee the hongdom of God, 
St. 70 in. vr, 3. 

()- When may you br ſaid to be regenerate ? 

A. When togethet with a new Name con- 
ferr'd upon me in Baptiſm) there is a new Na- 


ture 


fer the Kintdom 
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ture by the ſanctifying Spirit of God wrought 


in me, enabling me to bring forth the Fruits 
of Sobriety, Righteouſneſs, and Godlineſa in 
my daily Converſation. 

Q. What Occ aſton is there for ſuch a Renovaving 
Chamye to be wronehr in you ? 

A. Very much, namely, to reſtore my depra- 
ved Nature to its primitive Integrity. Accord- 
ingly | need the Spirit obs God's Aſſiſtance, in 
Concurrenee with my own Endeavours, to en- 
lighten my dark Underſtanding, toconquerthe 
Rebellion of my Will, to rectify the Diſorders 
of my Affections, to ſubdue the Violence of 
my unruly Paſſions and Appetite, and to re- 
duce thoſe rebellious Powers under the Go- 
vernment and Dominion of Reaſon and Reli- 

ion. 
, 55 IWhy i ſuch a regenerating Change abſolutely 


weeeſjary ? 


A. ln order to our being made Partakers of | 


the Benefits of the Covenant of Grace, as alſo to 

ualify us for, and entitle us to the Kingdom of 

Glory; for except a Man be born again, be cannot 
Tl John iii. 3. 

Abu that Repentance which the 
Scripture makes the Condition of our Pardon? 

1 True Repentance is an ingenuous Sor» 
row for Sin pait, and an unfeigned Hatred of 
Sin pon ard an univerſal forſaking of it 
for the time to come. 

Q. I: the Sight of Sin ſufficient to Repen- 
tance ? 

A. Not alone, but there muſt be an Appre- 
henfion of Mercy and Forgiveneſs with God, 
and this Mercy muſt be diſcern'd ia and Tele | 

us 
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Jeſus Chriſt, Zech. xii. 10. They ſoul leo utes 
me whom they have pie d, and mourn. 

2 I tarning from Sn ſuffeient to dexominate 
| s Perſon truly Penitemt ? 
| | A. No, there mult be alſo a return'ng unto 
| God, Pſal. cxix. 30 I conſidered my Ways, and 

turned my Fert unte thy Tejirmonies, 

Q. Woes think you of the Antinomian De- 
Nein which Jay that us are forgiven from 
Eternity 3 that God fees no Sin in Believers, 1 
never angry with, nor unh them for their Sins, 
weither need they af any Time to pray for Par- 
2 but only for the Senje and 4 wraunce of Par- 

** 

A. Verily, ſuch Doctrines are deſtructive of 
2 good ite, they tend greatly to Licentioul- 
neſs, and are contrary to the Dcfign and Ead 
of Chriſtie nity. 

0}. Miy you not warrantably Fore that Sim u 

forgiven you, the it ſtill cleaves to you ? 

A. Yes, no doubt; for I muſt not conclude 
that I have not forſaken Sin, becauſe Sin has 
not yet fortan me. 

a 4 Wim foal a Saint get rid of this Body of 
Sim ? 


A. When be has put off this Body of Fleſh, 
when he has done breathing, he has then dune 
Eooing, but not till then. 

| Q. What mui be ung in the mean time ? 

| A, He muſt watch again(t Sin, ſtrive againſt 
© it, pray againit it; morty and ſubduc it, and 
© Jong for that joyful Hour, when not only the 
Power, but the Preſence of Sin mall be 
© deflroy'd, and the Chriſtian reader'd * 
1 


* 
= , 
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ſectiy like unto God as well in Purity as in 
Immortality, 

Q. Wheat is that Faith which the Goſpel re- 
quires as the Cond tien of our Salvation ? 

A. It is ſoch a practical Aﬀent to the Do- 
Q. ine of the Goſpel, and ſuch a fiducial Reli- 
ance on Chriſt crucified, as is productive of an 
humble, uniform, and ſincere Obedience. 

Q. Faith alone then is not ſufficient to Salva» 
tien 

A. That Faith which is alone, and not ac- 
companied with good Works, is dead : Ir 
muſt be an active, operative Faith, that juſti- 
fies and ſaver, even ſuch a Faith as is the Pa- 
rent and Principle of Obedience. 

Q. INill not then 4 con id ut Reliance npon the 
Death and Meri's of Chriſt paſs | for juſirfymg 
Faith ? | 
A. By no means ; for we muſt ſubmit our 
ſelves to his ruling Power, as well as ſubmit 
our ſelves to his ſaving Mercy ; it being in vain 
to expect Salvation by Chriſt, if we do not 
yield Subj ction to him. | 

(). Wil not Mu'titud's then be found Unbe- 
levers at the great Day, "ho now do m nothing 
fi 1 pet them: ves ? | 

A. Yes, undoubtedly, for Men are very wil- 
ling that Chriſt ſhould fave them from the 
Guilt and Puniſhment of their Sins, after they 
have had the Pleaſure and Satisfaction to com- 
mit them. But thoſe whom Chriſt ſaves are 
delivercd not only from the Danger, but from 
the Dominion of their Sins, St. Matt. i. t. 

Q. Wherein conſiſts the Nature of that — 
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lineſs and New Obedience, which the Ge ro 
res as the Fruit of Faith ? 

A. In the Conformity of our Hearts and Na- 
tures to the Holineſs of God's Nature, and in 
the Conſormity of our Lives to the Righteoul- 
neſs of his Laws. 

Q. What are the nc Qual fications of ſucb 
an Ooedrence ? 

A. It muſt be ſincere and hearty, pleaſing 
and delightful, uniform and univerſel, con- 
Rant and perſevering, engaging us to have Re- 
ſpect to all God's Commandments, and this 
for the Noble Principle and conſtraiaing Power 
of Divine Love. 

Q. Can exr Obedience in this Life be ſinleſi and 
aher N porje(t ? 

A. No, the Obedience of the beſt Chriſtians 
in this Life, when at the beſt, is but imper- 
RRQ, attended with much Weakneſs, and ac- 
companied with manifuld Imperfections, which 
yet (upon our humble Acknowledgment) Al- 
wighty — for Chriſt's take, will graci- 
oully par mercifully accept, yea, bounti- 
fully 1 1 8 4 


1 


— — 


oer. V. 

Of Obedience to the Moral Law, the 
Ten Commandments. 

Q. WW is the Duty that GOD requires 


Man ? 
A. Obedience to his revealed Wil, declat'd 


in the Moral Law. 
Q. What 
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Q. What is the Moral Law ? | 

A. A Declaration of the Will of God to 
Mankind, direfting and obliging every one to 
perfect, perſona), and perpetual Obedience 
thereunto, both in Heart and Life. 

, Is any Man able perſetily ro anſwer the De- 
manas of that Law ? 

A. None ever could keep the Law of God 
perfeMly but the firſt Adwm 3 none ever could 
and did keep it perfectly but the ſecond Adam 
Chrift Jeſus. | | 

Q. Of what Uſe then is the Moral Law to Man 
feace the Fall? 

A. Much every Way, namely, to inform all 
Men of the Holy Nature of God, to acquaint 
them with their Duty to him, and to make 
them ſenfible of their Obligation to Jeſus 
Chriſt for his fulfilling it in their ſtead ; and 
2s a Teſtimony of our Thanktulneſs for the 
ſame, to oblige our ſelves to a ſtrict Obſer- 
vance of it, 2s the Rule of our Obedience. 

Q. In what i the Moral! Law ſummarily com- 
prebend-a? 

A. In the Ten Commandments. 

Var do the Tru Commandments teach you ? 

A- My Duty towards God, and my Duty 
towards my Neighbour: My Duty towards 
God being comprehended in the four firſt 
Commandments, and my = towards m 
Neighbour contain'd in the fix laſt Command- 
ments. 

Q. And which is the Firſt Commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt have no other, &c. 

Q. What Duties are required of you in this Cum- 


manamat !? 


A. To 
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A. To know God and believe in him, to 
love and fear him, to ſerve and obey him, to 
praiſe him daily, and pray unto him, to ſub- 
mit my Will in all Things to his holy Will, 
and to long for the Enjoyment of him in 
Heaven, 

. What Sins are forbidden in the firſt Con- 
manamnt? 

A. All Atheiſm, or Denial of God's Being, 
all Ignorance and Forgetfulneſs of his Com- 
— all Hypocriſy and Indifference in his 
Service, and giving religious Worſhip to any 
other Being befides God himſelt. | 


Q Who are they that offend againſt this Com- 
? 


A. The Church of Rome, in giving that re- 
ligious Worſhip to Saints and Angels, and the 
Virgin „which is due only to GOD him- 
ſelf, contrary to the Scripture, Rev, xix. 10. 
Qn the Sn Commandnent !? 

A. Thou ſhalt not make to thy (elf, c. 

Q. When do we tranſgreſs this Commandment ? 

A. When we + any Image, Picture, or 
Repreſentation of God, when we worſhip any 
Thing befides God, and when we worſhip 
God sſter any other Way 201 Manner than 
we fad preſcrib'd by him in his holy Word. 
-— Q. What Duties art required in the Second Come 


 mandment ? 


- 4. To worſhip God daily both with my 
Soul and Body, according to his Will rerealed 
in his Word. 
C). Who are the Breakers of the Second Command- 
ment ? 
A. All the Fei, and too many Pan 
Kt 0 
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Ft, the Papiſts, who make Pictures and Images 
of the Holy Trinity, and then worſhip them, 
or worſhip before them, contrary to his Com- 
mand, which ſays, Thou foealt nather make any 
maven Im xe, wor bow down to them, nor doſſbip 
them, Scond y, All ſuch Proteſtants as pretend 
to worſhi God with their Souls and Spirits, 
but deny him the Adoration of their Bodies ; 
and all ethers that give God the Homage of 
their Bodies ; the Tongue and the Knee, but 
with-hold from him the Reverence and Vene- 
ration of their Hearts and Souls, Mn 

Q. hich is the Third Commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt not take the Name, &. 

Q. What Duties are bere required? 

A. That I treat the Name of God, his At- 
tributes and Ordinances, his Word and Works, 
with great Revererce and Regard, both in my 
Heart, Speech, and Behaviour. 

(7. What Sins are forbidden in this Command- 
mint ? 

A. All undue Thoughts ofthe Nature of Gad, 
all irreverert Uſe of the Name and Attributes 
of God, eſpecially the taking of God's Holy 
Name into our Mouths upon flight and trivial 
Occafons, ſaying frequently, O Lord, or, O God. 

Q. Who are the Brealyrs of this Commuanad= 
ment? 

A. All ſuch as make raſh and unlawful 
Vows, ſuch as ſwear unduly, and all ſuch as 
do not keep their Vows, and perform their 
Oaths and Promiſes made religiouſly ro GOD 
or their Neighbour. 

Q. = tick is the Fourt Commandment ? 

A. Remember to keep holy, Cc. 
Q. What 
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Q. Aba is required of you by this Command- 


ment ? 

A. To remember the Sabbath before it comes, 
to ſanQify it when it is come, and not to . 

a Part of the Day, but the whole Day, in the 
blick, private, and ſecret Duties of GOD's 
Vorſhip, and in Acts of Charity and Mercy. 

Q. It hat Sims ave forbidden bereby ?. 

A. All neglet of God's Worſhip in his 
Houſe, or in our own ; all bodily Labour, and 
unneceflary Buſineſs ; all Sports and Recrea- 
tions, it being a leſs Sin to plesgb than to play 
upon the Lord's Day. 

Q. Which is the Fifth Commandment ? - 

A. Honour thy Father and Mother, c. 
of ow and you by Father and Mo- 
they ? 


A, My natural Parent, or my Father that 
begat me ; my political and civil Parent, or 
the Magiſtrate that rules over me 5 my Eccle- 
ftaſtica! Parent, or the Miniſter that inſtructs 
me ; and my domeſtical Parent, or the Ma- 
fer of the Family that provides for me. 

. How do the Parents aforemention'd tr $ 
= this 2 ? t 

A. Natural Parents tranſgreſs the Command, 
when they do not love and cheriſh, take care of, 
and provide for their Children. Magiſtrates 
offend when they do not puniſh Evil doers, nor 
Protect and encourage thoſe that do well. Mi- 
niſters tranſgreſs the Command when they do 
not watch over the Souls of their bow . in- 
Aruct them by their Doctrine, and direct them 
by their Example : And Family Governors, 


when they provide not for their Families ſuch 
Things 


"> BB *= 
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Things as are convenient, and are either unrea- 
ſonable in their Commands, unmercitul in 
their Corrections, ungodly or unrighteous in 
their Converſations. 

Q. When is the Fifth Commandment broken, and 
by whom ? 

A. (1.) When Children are diſobedient or 
diſreſpectſul to their Parents, and are aſhamed 
of them becauſe of their Poverty. (.) When 
Subjects do either privately plot, or openly 
rebel, or ſecretly murmur againſt their Go- 
vernors. (3) When People do cither flight 
and deſpiſe, rejeRt and forſake, or defraud 
and wrong their lawful Miniſters, Way el 
When Servants do diſobey the lawtul Com- 
mands of their Maſters, and n their 
Failings and Infirmities to the World, 

Q. Rebearſe the Sixth Commandment ? | 

A, Thou ſhalt not kill. 

(). What doth this Commandment require ? 

A. All lawful Means to preſerve my own 
Life and Health, as alſo the Life and Health 
of my Neighbour. | 

Q. Woar Means has God appomted for the Preſer- 
vation of your Life and Health ? | | 

A. A ſober and moderate Uſe of Mear, 
Drink, Phyſick, Sleep, Labour,and Recreation. 

Q. What elſe tends ro that End? 

A. A due Government of my ſelf, by ſub- 
duing my Paſſions, by moderating my Anger, 
by reitraining Envy and malicious Revenge, 
— by preſerving in my ſelf a Chearſulueſa of 

pirit, no 1 

Q. What Sins are forbidden in the Sn Co- 


mandment ? 
G A The 


= 
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A. The Deſtroyng of my own Life by any 
Act of Violence, by Intemperance and Exceſs, 
or by neglecting any Means for its Preſerva- 
tion ; and alſo the hazarding the Life of my 
Neighbour openly or ſecret © likewiſe by 
denying to relieve him in his Wants, when it 
is in my Power tu relieve him. . 

Q. Which ts the Seventh Commmaneiment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery. 

Q. What avth the Seventh Commandment re- 
ue ? 

A. Chaſtity in Body and Soul, in Mind and 
AﬀeSion, in Speech and Behaviour. 

Q: What is neceſſary in order to the Preſe vation 
of our Chaſti:y ? 

* A. Watchtulneſs over all my Senſes, Tempe- 
rance in all my Enzoyments, Moderation in all 
my Recreations, keeping of _m Company, a 
ſhunning all Occafions of Unclcanneſs, and 
refiſting the firtt Temprarions thercunto. 

bn deth the Seventh Commandment 


g ? 

A. All unchaſte Thoughts, Words and Aci. 
on, particularly the groſs Acts of Fornication 
and Adultery, and all other Acts of Unclear- 
neſs, together with all Provocations thereunto. 

CJ. Rebearſe the Eighth Commundment ? 

A. Thou ſhale not ſteal. 
- IQ. War is requirid im this Commandment ? 
A. All Dil. and Induſtry in our Cal. 
-lings, all Truth and Fidelity in our Dealings: 
tandif at any time, in any Manner, we have 
wrong'd others, to reflore what we have u 


juſtly taken from them. 


«i 
* 


Q. Wha 
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Q. IWhat «i forbidden in the Eighth Command- 


ment 7 

A. Al ſtealing of Goods, and receiving Goods 
which we know or ſuſpect to be ſtolen ; all 
fraudulent Dealings, all falſe Weights and Mea- 
ſures, all Prodigality, and waſteful Gaming. 

Q. What is the Ninth Commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs, Ie. 

. Q. What doth this Comm , require ? 

A. A due Regard to our own Nature and 
Reputation, 2 great Tenderneſs of our Neigh- 
bour's good Name, and the maintaining and 
promoting Truth between Man and Man, par- 
ticulary in Witneſe- beating. 

Q. What is forbidden in the Ninth Co. 
ment? 

A. Every thing that's injurious to our Neigh- 
bour's good Name, particularly Slandering, 
Backb.ting, Talebearing, raſh Cenſuring and 
Judging, Receiving falle Reports, Stopping 
our Ears againſt juſt Defence, and all undue 
Silence when Truth or Innocence ſuffers. 

C). Which is the Tenth Commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt not cover, Cc. 

Q. What doth this Commandment yequare ? 

A. A full Contentment with our outward 
Condition, whatever it be, helieving'it to be 
beſt for us, becauſe the Wiſdom of God has 
2ppointed it unto us. 

Al Contentment then with onr Eſtate, all 
that this Commandment requires of us? 

A. No: but it requires a charitable Inclina- 
tion, and compaſſionate Diſpofitian towards 
our Neighbour alſo. 
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Q. What is forbidden in the Tarb Command. 

ent 
A. All Diſcontentment with our own Con ga 

dition, all Envying and Grieving at the Prof. 


ity of our Neighbour, together with all | 

— — Affections towards any Thing that ” 
con far 

— N 

u 

| SECT. VT. 4 
| Of the Sacraments. * 
Co 


| . Hat is the r Senje and Fu ic at ion 8 

| HW the Nor — pail 2. 7 4s. 
A. It primarily 6gnifics a Solemn Oath ta- | * 

ken by Soldiers when they liſt themſelves ur- 

der their General; and this Oath was mutual, ; 

the General ſwore to them as well as they to s 


hi by 
"== —_— . Fa 
Q. This Werd Sucrament it uct found im Scrip- 155 
ture ; why do you we it ? Rl 
A. Tho the ord be not, yet the Thiry in- 
tended by the Word is found there; for in the = 
Sacraments God obliges himſelf to us by Co- '* 
venant, and we bind our fclves to him for 1 . 
performimg the Condition. 07 
2 Nat if 4 Sicrament ? < 
A. An outward ard vifible Sign of an in- my 


ward and ſpiritual Grace, inſtituted by Chriſt . 
himſelf. . 
Alk were the Sacraments under the C 
Toft amen 7 
A. Crcumcifion ard the Faſforer. 
(), Wi c' arr the een 1 N. of 1 
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A. Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. 


2 Ave theſe Sacraments general nec to 
Salvation ? 

A. Yes, they are neceſſary, becauſe it is ne- 
ceflary to Salvation to obey the Laws of Chriit; 
and generally fo, that is, indiſpenſibly neceſ- 
fary when and where th-y can be had. 

Q. If Chryt bas only injtitutid tie Sacraments. 
in bis Church, let come the Papilts ro ral; of 
ven ? | 
A. Becauſe the Church of Rome hath pre- 
ſumpruouſly ſuper add d Five more, namely, 
Confirmation, Penance, Ordination, Mat 
riage, and extreme Union, held by ulurp- 
ing upon Chriſt's Prerogative. 

(). I har it Baptiſm ? 

A. An holy Inſtitution of Chriſt for the Be- 
nefit of Believers, 2nd their Seed ; wherein, 
by waſhing with Water, in the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is ſiguiſied 
the inward Purification of the Sou! by the 
Blood and Spirit of Chriſt. 

Aa is the outward Syn or Form in 
Bt. ? 

A. Water, and rothing bat Water; and 
therefore tis a vile Practice of Papijts to add 
Oil, Salt, and Spittle, to Water in Baptiſm. 

Qu). Was B.ytiſm by Mater to continu: after the 
D ſcent of the Hoy C 9 ? 

A. Yes, and was uſed afterwards, As x. 
47. and Ca). xi. 16. and is to continue to the 
end of the World. Marth. 28. Go, Teach and 
Baptize ; and de, I am with you always to the End 
of the Word. 
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(). II et 40 theſe Hora, iy, In the Name 
uf the Father, and cf the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoit ? 

. That the Perſon is baprtiz'd into the Be- 
liet and Obedience of the SE Trinity. 

os Is it no M fo 4 or be ge the Foay under 
IFater when a Pirion is bar? 

A. Not at all; for the Word Ftir, fignifies 
ro woſb ; and who can ſuppoſe that the Jaylor 
{Ati xvi) was carried forth in the Night to a 
River or Pond, to be ba prized by plunging ? 

Q I Baptiſm in Infancy to be reteratid ard re- 
peatra ben « Perſon comes to riper Varg? 

A. By no Means, this being the Sacrament 
of our 2 or Entrance into the viſible 
Church, is and ought tu be but once perform'd. 

(1. Flo art to be baÞtitd? 

4. Not only Believers, but their Infant Off- 
ſpring, who are taken inte Covenant with 
God, together with themſelves, Gor, xvii. 9, 10. 

(). Pat Infounts are not able to perform Covenant 
Pater, dete then can they be capable of Covenant 
4 Few re! 7 

I hey certainly are as capable at Eight 
Days old to be taken into Covenant with God 
under the Golpel, as they were at that Age 
under the Law; anditis notreaſonableto ſup. 
pole that the Privileges of the Goſpel arc 
Rreighter and narrower than thoſe of the Law, 

Fut hat- we any expreſs Comm tud in the New 
Tannen: for luf.nt Paptiſn ? 

A. There needed none, becauſe the Privileges 
of Infants were ſettled underthe Old Tettament, 
and were never revers'd by Chriſt or his Apo- 
les : Beſides, tho latants be not named, oh 

the! 


th 
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they are included in Chriſt's Command to bap- 
tize all Nations, Mart. xxviii. 19. Infants be- 
ing 2 confiderable Part of all Nations. 

(). I hat is required of Perſons to be baptized? 

A. Repentance and Faith. 

S Itty then are Inf nts bat. 'd, when by rea- 
/on hes tender Ace they cant Repent and He- 
lie ve ? 

A Becauſe they promiſe to do both, by their 
Sureties, which Promiſe, when they come ot 
Age, they are bound themſelves to perform. 

Q. Bat my baprix'd in Inf.omcy prove very bad 


afterwards ? 

A. They do fo, and many bapriz'd at Age 
too: Duties therefore are not to be neglected, 
or to be meaſured by Events ; tho the Preach- 
ing of Chriſt be to ſome a Stumbling blocks 
yet muſt He be preach'd for all that. 

Q. Mar Thoughts have you concerning rhe'Ne- 
city and Efficacy of this Ordinance of Bape 
n: 

A. Altho' it be a very great Sin to negleR 
this ＋ when and where it be may had, 
yet Grace and Salvation ate not fo inſeparably 
annex d unto it, as that no Perſon can be — 
without it, when it cannot be had ; accords 
to that known Saying of the Ancient, N 
ſentia, ſed Contemptus Sacramentorum Luan 


- 


Tis not the Abſence and Want, but the Neg- 


let and Contempt of the Sacraments that. 


damns. 
Q. Why was the Sacrament of the Lord's S 


Per ordain d? 


A. For a continual Remembrance of the Sa- 


G 4 crificg 
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nefits which we receive thereby. 


Q. What are the Benefurs of Chriſi's Death, 


u let we are te remember in this Sucr ament ? 

A, Deliverarce from our Sins, and from all 
the evil Ecfects and bitter Fruits of them; 
Reception into God's Favour here, and the 
Hopes of Heaven herrafter. 

Q. Wet ut the outward Part or Sqm of the 
Love's Supper ? 

A, Bread ard Wine, which the Lord hath 
commanded to be reccii ed. 

2. I tat 4o you learn from Fexce 2? 

4. Two Things : (1.) That the Bread and 
Wine continue in their natural Subſtance after 
Confecration, as well as before And (z) that 
we are to receive under both kinds, the Cup 
as well as the Bread. 

Q mor the Bread and Wine poor and 


* repreſent the Body and Blood of 


A Altho' a Piece of Bread and a Draught 
of Water, are Things of ſmall Value in them- 
ſelves, vet are they great in reſpect of their 
Uſe and End z as 2 Pennyworth of Wax ap- 
plied to a Deed, may be advanc'd to a Thou- 
fand Pound in Value, tho' inconfiderable in 
Q. What doth the breaking of the Bread, and 


4 The ra; in Body, and the 


ſhedding of his Blood upon the Crots, for our 
Redemption and Salvation. 
W doth the giving and raking of Bread 


and WH fy ? 
r A. Theſe 


crifice of the Death of Chriſt, and of the Be- 
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A. Theſe Actions fignify God's exhibiting, 
and Believers applying of Chriſt, and all his 
Benefits, to their own Souls. 

Pr. IWhat is the mward Part or Thing ſreni- 

'a ? 
A. The Body and Blood of Chriſt, which 
are verily and indeed taken and received by 
the Faithful ; that is, they which have a true 
Faith do really partake of the Fruits and Be- 
neſit of Chriff's Death. 

Q. Ihe are they that ought to come to the 
Lora's Supper ? 

A. All that by Baptiſm do make a Profeſ- 
fion of Chriſt, and whoſe Converſation doth 
not give their Profeſſion the Lye. 

(Q). What Obligation do ſuch lie under to come to 
the Lord's Supper ? 

A. A double Obligation. (1.) In Point of 
Daty, Chriſt's Word commands it. (2.) In 
Point of Intereſt, our Wants require it. 

Abet hind of Command have you to ap- 
proach te the Lord's Table ? 

A. The Command of a Sovereign, the Com- 
mand of a Saviour, the Command of a dying 
Saviour, a Command of Love, an caſy, and 
delightful, an advantageous, and profitable 
Command ; ſuch a Command as (it we duly 
obſerve it will enable us to keep all the Com- 
mandments of Chritt better. But withal it 18 
ſuch a Command, that if we wiltully live in 
the negle& of it, we cannot be call'd Chri- 
ſtians, but ſhall be treated by Chriſt as Eue- 
mies and Neſpiſers of his dying Love. 

(). IF bat is 18 the D- ith of Ch-ijt eat 

85 von 
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you are cal d ben to remember at bis Holy 
Taube? 

A The Painfulacſs of his Death, the Me- 
ritoriouſncls of his Dea h, the Voluntarineſs 
of his Dyiog, the Accepta bleueſs of his Death 
to God, and the Adrantageouſneſs of his 
Death to our (clvrs. 

Q. Ajter what Manner ſoon'ld we remember the 
Death of Chrift ar hit Holy Tai! 

A. Underſtandingly, reverent ally, forrow- 
fally, humbly, thanktully, obedicntiy and fre- 
quent y. 

Q. N are the Brnepurs wher of we are made 
PF artakyrs theret y? 

A. Ihe firengthning and refrcſhing of our 
Souls, by the Bod and Blood of Chriſt, as 
dur Bodies are by the Bread and Wine, 

Q. Wiy i i tho that ſe mary turn their Bac (ys 
en this Oramance ? 

A. Some abitain and keep away out of fear, 
and others out of ſloth ; the guilt of ſome 
Mens Conlciences ſtares them in the Face, 
that thry dare not come at all, and others are 
not willing to take Pains to prepare themſelves, 
that they may come aright. 

2 n Priparation thin 1 required of them 
uto come io the Lord's Table ? 

A. To examine them(clves whether they re- 
pent them truly of their former Sins, ſtedfaſt ly 
purpoling to lead a new Life, to have 4 livel 
Faith in God's Mercy thro' Chriſt, with a 
thanktul Remembrance of his Death, aud to 
be 11 harity with all Men. 


Q. L hen the Danger of wntripared coming to 
tbe 
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Fa Lord's Table, the only Danger which we are 10 
ear ? 
A. No verily ; but the Danger of Unwortty 
Refuſmg is certainly as great as that of Unwers, 
thy Receiving ; for Sins of Omiſſion are no leſs 
damnin — Sins of Commiſſion ; ſuch as 
made light of the Marriage-Supper, eſcap'd 
no better than he that came without the Wed- 
ding-Garment ; both were puniſh'd, the one 
for his Diobedience, the other for his Dis 
ſpect. It is therefore beſt and ſafeſt to low) 
St. Pan's Advice, 1 Cor. xi. 28. Ler a Man 
examinie bumſelf, and ſo les him car of that Bread, 
and drink of that Cup. 
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A Prayer to be uſed on the Lord's Day 
Morning, or at any other Time before wwe 
go ferth to Public IWorſbip. 


0 Almighty and moſt glorious 1 ord God! 
who art greatly to be ſear'd in the Aſſem- 
blies of thy Saints, and to be had in Reverence 
of al] them that are round about Thee. Althe" 
thou art infinitely exalted above all the Prayers 
and Praiſes, above all the Adorations and Ac- 
knowledgments of thy Creatures, yet fuch is 
thy «/{on/oing Kindneſs and Condeſcenſion, as 
not only to indulge us a Liberty of Acceſs 
unto Thee, but alſo ro account thy ſelf highly 
honour'd by us, when we come into thy Pre- 
ſence to celebrate thy Praiſes, and to renew 
our Acquaintance and Commun'on with Thee 
in the Publick Duties and Exerciſes of thy 
Worſhip and Service. In an hamble Senſe of. 
our Untzorthmeſr, in a chef Compliance with 
our Duty, and in a thankful Ac \nowledgment of 
er Privileges, we defire to go forth this Day, 
to worſhip at thy Footitool, and to pay our 
Vous in the great Congregation. GodAlmughty 
pardon to us all the Errors of our Lite paſty 
and ſuffer them not to ſtand this Day as a 
Partition- Wall betwixt thy Majeſty and our 
Souls, to bnd either the Aſcent of our Prayers 
up to Thee, or the D-ſcent of thy Grace and 
Mercy upon us. Help us (crioufly to confider, 


now our Faces ate toward thy Houſe, whole 
I Word 


152 ÞA Prayer on the Lord's Day. 


Word iris we are going forth to hear, u hoſe 
Work it is we are about, and unto whom we 
muſt all render a ſtrict, and for ought we 
know, a very ſudden Account, for all Oppor- 
tunitics and Scaſons of Grace we are intruttcd 
with. 

Let us hear that Word of thine which ſhall 
be either read or preach'd this Day unto us, 
and receive it alſo as a Meflage ſent from He: - 
ven anto us, to guide us in the Way that leads 
thither: O let us love thy Precepts, tremble 
at thy . and hope in 0 Promiſes. 
Let us, and all that ſhall join with us, hear 
thy Word without Prejudice, entertain thy 
Truths without Partialitv, and obev from the 
Heart that Form of Doctrine which ſhal! be 
deliver'd to us. 

Succeed with thy Bleffings the Labours of 
all thy Miniſters and Ambadadors this Day; 
and eſpecially be with thy Servant whom thou 
haſt ſet 2s a Watchman over this Place and 
— * that he may ſpeak as the Oracle of 

and deliver thy Meſſage plainly and per- 
ay become e ffectual for the 
informing of our Jud ments, for the renewing 
of our Natures, the reforming our Lives, 
and for the Eternel Salvation of -very one of 
our precious ard immortal Souls in the Day 
of our Lord Jeſus, who hath both directed and 


ſuafively, that it m 


- commanded us when we pray to ſay, Onr Fs 


ther, &c. 
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Chambers of the Grave, or confin'd to Beds of 
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A Prayer to be uſed on the Lord's Day Even- 
ing, or at any other Time after we have at- 
rended upen Almighty God in bis Publick, Wor 
fop. 


OST Glorious and Holy Lord God! We 
thy unworthy Servants humbly preſent 
our ſelves this Evening at the Footſtool of thy 
Throne of Grace and Mercy, to offer up unto 
thy Majeſty, the God of our Mercies, our Evens 
ing Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, for 
all that abundant Grace and Goodneſs which 
we have c perienced from Thee in the whole 
Courſe of our Lives. We bleſs Thee for our 
Creation, that —— mad'ſt 7 Rea ſona ble Crea- 
tures, capable of knowing, ſerving, and enjoy 
Thee — great — We ma 4% Thee 
for our Preſervation, that by the ſame Omni- 
t Power which created us at firſt out of 
'othing, thou haſt ſuſtained us to this Mo- 
ment in Life and Being, in Health and Strength, 


when ſo many are either down to the 


Languiſhing and Weakneſs, weary oftheir Beds 
and their Lives together. O our God ! how 
does the Health and Exſe of one Day deſerve 
the Thankfulneſs of our whole Lives But a- 
bove all, we adore Thee for thine ineſtimable 
Love in our Redemption by the Son of thy 
Love, the Holy Jeſus : We thank thee, that he 


lived exemplarily, that he died meritoriouſly, 


that he role again vitorieuſly, that he aſcend- 
ed into Heaven triumphantly, and there inter- 


cedes prevalently at the Right Hand of his 
Father 
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Father and our Father, of his God and our 
God : For all the invaluable Fruits and gene- 
fits of th's our dear Redeomcr's Under: king 
tor us: We laud Thee, we bleſs Thee, we mag - 
nity Thee, we glory Thee, we give Thanks un- 
to Thee, Holy Father, Heavenly King, Al- 
mighty and Everlaſting God, moſt huniy be- 
ſeeching Thee, that as thou haſt been pleaſed 
to call us to the Knowledge of thy Son, and to 
believe in him, fo thou would'ſt imcrra/c this 
Knowledge, and confirm this Faith in us cver- 
moe z that every one of us that nameth the 
Name of Chriſt may be caretul to depart from 
all Iniquity, and may walk worthy f our Ho- 
ly Profeſſion, anſwering the Dignity and Obli- 
gation of our Chriſtian Name. We Bleſs Thee 
alſo tor the Mifſion and Deſcent of the Holy 


Ghoſt, to be a Witneſs of our Saviour's Exal- 


tation, and to ſupply the want of his bodily 
Prefence. We molt earneſtly beſecch Almighty 
(od that every one of us may be quickned by 
bis Renovation, that we may be acted by his 
Influences, andanitnatcd in our Devotions by h's 
Aſlitance : O! may all our good Purpoſes, 
_ ous Reſolutions, which are the Effect — 
oly Spirits „n tratton, be ua! 

cheriſhed — Minds by him, — 
wiſe wi | fade and wither, will languiſh and dic! 
We can never ſufficiently, O Lord, magnity 
thy Mercy and Goolncis, tor the invaluable 
Gift of thy (Joſpel to us, which has revealed 
unto usthe Way of SV, and tor the man 
Opport amines enjoy d by us of Hearing the W 

of thy Grace diſpenled to us : Pardon to us 


our great Unthanktalnels tor the n 
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of thy Or4mancer, and our great Unfruirful- 
nels under them. We confeſs with Shame and 
Sorrow, we have been roo careleſs and au- 
rrve Hearers of thy Holy Word, remembring 
little, and practiſing leſs. How often have we 
turned our Backs upon thy holy Table, as if 
we judged the Love of our dying Redremer not 
worth remembring by us 2 Or it we have not 
wholly neglected that ſacred Ordinance, we 
have not ſo grown in the Graces and Comforts 
of thy Holy Spirit by it as we might have done. 

Forgive unto us the Sins of this Day, more 
eſpecially pardon to us the Iniquities of our Ho- 
ly Things, our Unpreparedrneſs for, our Bick- 
RAN our Deadneſs and Dulneſs in the 
Performance of thoſe high and holy Duties we 
have this Day been engaged in; let our Perſons 
and Performances find a gracious Acceptance 
with Thee, in and through our worthy Media- 
tor : for his Sake receive us and ours into thy 
Protection this Night, may we lic down in thy 
Fear, ariſe in thy Favour, and our Reit be 
made refreſhing to us, and we thereby better 
enabled to ſerve thee in our ſeveral Vocanons 
and Callings in the Day that is approaching. 
Extend thy Compaſſion to the whith World, 
pity the deplorable Ruins of Mankind, fend 
torth the Light of thy Goſpel into the dark 
Corners of thc Earth, that periſh {or want of 
n : Eſpecially remember thy Church 
whereſoever difpers'd, or howſoe ver diſtreſꝭd ; 
be a perpetual Protection and Defence to that 
Part of thy Church which thine own Rights 
hand has planted, and hitherto ſo miracu- 


loully preſery'd in theſe Nations to which =- 
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belong. We thank ther, O Lord, fur all the 
wonderful Appearances of thy lower and 
Goodneſs towards us ; and we beg of th-c to 
eſtabliſh us upon fuch Foundations of Righte- 
ouſnels and Peace, that it may never more 
be in the Power of our reſticls Adverfarics to 
diſturb us. 

O God Almighty, guide, bleſs and proteck 
thine anointed Scrvant, our Sovereign Lord 
King GEORGE ; let his Days on Earth be 
many and happy, and after a long and rc! 
gious Reiga upon aypeaccable and unmo- 
lefled Throne, crown him with the Rewards 
of a glorious and bleſſed Immortality. 

Bleſs bim and us in his Roy? Relations, 
with all the Nobility, the Judges, Magiltrates, 
Geatry, ard Commonalty of this Land ; 
and grant them All, Wiſdom and Grace to 
fear GOD, honour the King, and to love one 
another, 

But for the fake of all, bleſs all thoſe that 
adminiſter unto Thee in boly Things, and let 
= all the Governors and Paſtors of thy Church 

eder the Edification of it by Soundoeſs of 
Doctrine, and Holineſs of Life ; but eſpecially 
viels the Miniſtry of thy Servant in this Pariſh, 
and make it ſucceſsful for the Converhion, 
1 and Salvation ct all that lit un- 

er it. 


Remember ll the Sons ard Daughters of 


Sorrow and Atfliction, and difpenſe thy Mer- 
cies ſuitably to their various Necefhities: Do 
© good to all our Friends, Relations, and Acquain- 
tance. Pardon and forgive our Enem es; and 
% more abundantly for us, ours, and all ny, 

| : then 
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than we are able to ask, or worthy to re- 
ceive, for Chriſt's ſake ; ia whoſe Name aud 
Words we further call upon thee. 

Onur Father, &c. | 
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Eternal, Ever-glorious, Erer-gracious, and 

Merciful Lord our God! Thou filleſt the 
Heavens with thy Glory, the Earth with thy 
Goodneſs, and all Places with the Immenſity 
ot thy Preſence, We pray thee to fall our 
Hearrs with awful Apprehenfions of thy great 
and glorious Majeſty, that whenever we come 
before thee, we may ſanctity thy Name in all 
our Religious Addreſſes to thee. 

We holily admire, and humbly adore thy 
Divine Goodneſs towards us, in this invaluable 
Privilege cf our Aamiſſion to the Throne of 
Grace (which our dear Redeemer has purcha- 
{ed for us) by Faith, in whoſe Mediation tis 
that we offer up our Prayers and Supplica- 
tions now unto tare, beſerching thee {or his 
SatisfaQion-ſake, to pardon our lniquities, and 
for his Imercethon-ſake to hear our Prayers. 

It is, O Lord! the fincere Defire of our Souls 
this Morning, to give Glory to thy Name by 
a free t Acknowledgment and Confeſſion 
of our Sin and Guiir, which has rendred us 
all jiſtly liable and obnoxious to thy Wrath 
and Curſe, 

Particularly, wr lament before God the want 
of the Original Purity and Perfection of our 
Natures, * Loſs of thy Divize Image which 

2 Was 


9 
178 A Family Prayer.” | 
was ſtamp'd upon our Souls in the firſt Crea- 
tion O how have we by our Apoſtacy from 
God, forfeited his Favour and loft his Like- 
neſs, being by Nature Children of Wrath, be- 
cauſe Children of Di ſobed ence ! 

Help us alfo to lie down at thy Foot in 2 
forrowtul Sight and Senſe of the manifold 
Actual Tranigreflions and Provocations of our 
Lives. 

Humble us greatly for all the Follies ard 
Indecercies of our Childhood, for the Va- 
nities of our Youth ; and the Sintulneſs of 
our Riper Years; for our Sins of Ignorance 
and againſt Knowledoe, of Weakneſs, and 
of Wilfulnefs, of Omitlion, and of Commil(- 
Bon, againſt thy Law, and againit thy Go- 
ſpel, ag.init the Mot ons of thy Holy Spirit, 
and the Checks of our own Conſciences. We la- 
ment and bewail them all in thy Preſence, they 
are our Grict and our Shame, and the Burden 
of our Souls ; God Almighty pardon them un- 
to us; blot chem out of thy Book, bury 'em in 
our Saviour's Grave, that they may never ariſe 
more, cither in this World ro ſhame us, or in 
the World to come to condemn us. 

And as we humbly wnplore thy pardoning 
Mercy for the Errors of our Lite paſt, ſo we do 
portunately beg the Aids of thy Divine Grace, 
to im us againſt the Dominion of din for 
= Time — — let the Grace of God which 

appeared to us in thy Goſpel, teach e 
one of us practically to * Af — 
and eddy Luſts, an to live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly, and godly in this preſent World, And 
may Almighty God diſpoſe us all by his Grace 


or 
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for ever to continue faithful to him, that with 
full Purpoſe of Heart we may cleave unto the 
Lord ; and continuing faithful ro Dearth, we 
may obtzin the Crown of Lefe 

Prepare and fit us for thy whole providential 
Will and | leafure. We pray thee compoſeour 
Minds, in all Conditions of ite, to a quiet and 
ſteady Nependance on thy good Providence, 
that we may be ſolicitouſſy careful for nothing, 
but in every Condition, by irayer and Suppl 
cation let us makeour Requeſt noun to God : 


Mind us of our Mortality, and let us never be 


forgetful of our latter End; help us practically 
to underſtand how frail weare, and let us wiſe- 
ly prepare for that great Change of ours which 
will tranſlate every Soul of us into an Un» 
changeable and Everlaſting State. 

Extend thy Goodneſs and Compathon to the 
whole World: Pity the deplorale Ruins of 
Mankind ; think upon the dark Corners of the 
Earth, where the Goſpel is not preached: And 
where-ever thou haſt a Church planted, perpe- 
tually watch over it, and be a Protection to it: 
Continue thy loving Kind»e/s to this Church 
and Nation to which we belong; pardowour Sis, 
avert our Judgments, heal our Breaches, com- 
poſe our unreaſonable Diviſions: Bleſs our Go» 
vernors, eſpecially thy Servant on the Throne, 
let his Reign over us be long and proſperous. 
Bleſs all the Governors an Teuhen of thy 
Church, particularly him and his Labours who 
adminiſtersto thee and us in Holy Things. Let 
all in an afflicted Condition be had in Remem- 
brance by God; give them Patience un- 
der their Sufferings, Advantage by them, and 

im 
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in thy good Time a happy Iſſue and Delive- 


rance out of them. Bleſs all our Relations, 
Friends, and Acquaintance ; Pardon and for- 
give our Enemies, and enable us to forgive 
them alſo, 

And now, O Father! Accept, we pray thee, 
our thanktul Returns of all the Inſtances of 
thy Goodneſs towards us, particularly for our 
Creation, Preſervation, and all the Bleffings of 
this Life, but eſpecially and above all, for thy 
wonderful Love in the Redemption of Man- 
kind by the Son of thy Love, the Holy Jeſus : 
We bleſs thee for the Means of Grace, and 
for the Hope of Glory. We thank thee for all 
the Comforts and Comvemencies of Life a fforded 
to us,” tor thy good Hand of Providence over 
us this laſt Night, and for raifing us up this 
Morning to ſee the Light of another Day. Take 
every one of us into of 3 wage Care and 
Protechon, proſper the Labour of our Hands, 
and bleſs us in all our lawful Undertakings, 

—_— 3 of Sin, and keep us 
in perpetual Peace an y,thro' Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord ; in whoſe prevailing Name and 
Words we call 2 thee, 

Our Farber, SC, 


_ 
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Eternally glorious and incomptehenſibly 

W great and gracious Lord God! wheart 

infinitely exalted above all the Prayers and Prat 

ſes of glorious Angels and glorified Saints, yet 

ſuch is the Congeicerfion of thy i. - 
C 


VE 


©, 
ot 
ur 
of 
y 
N- 


recs Bn oe AKK 


T og TT ww 


A Family Prayer. "161 


Goodneſs, as not only to invite us into thy 
Preſence, but alſo to account thy ſelf honour'd 
by us when we come before thee, and renew 
our Acquaintance and Communion with thee, 
in the Duties and Exerciſes of thy Worſhip and 
Service. 

We humbly pray, that none of our Iniquities 
may divide or ſeparate betwixt God and us, 
but whereinſoever we have offended, be gra- 
Gans to us in the Pardon and Forgiveneſs 
Or it. 

Pardon, O Lord, unto us our Original Cor- 
ruption ; remember not againſt us the Follies 

our Childhood, the Sins of our Youth, or 
the Provocations of our riper Years, but ac- 
cording to the Multitude of thy tender Mer- 
cies in Chriſt Jeſus, blot out our Tranſgreffions, 
waſh us thoroughly from our Wickedneſs, and 
cleanſe us from all our Sins: Create in us @ 
clean Heart, O God, and renews a vight Sperit with- _ 
in us ; furge us with Hyſſop, and o Hall wr be 
clan; O wall us in the Bloolt of the Immacu- 
late Lamb, the Crucificd Jeſus, and ſo ſhall we 
be whiter than Snow, 

And grant, O Lord, that we may never 
more return to the Love and Practice of our 
former Sins, but proclaim and proſecute an 
open and irreconcilable War againſt them ; 
yea, enable us by thy Grace to ate darly to them, 
and live unte Righteox/neſs and true Holmeſs, con- 
finually mortifying all our evil and corrupt AﬀeHions, 


»„— 


| axd daily proceeding in ail Virtue ana Goalineſs' of 
Lung. 

Guide us, we pray thee, through all the dif- 
wo by Paſſages of our Lives, by the conduct of 


H | thine 
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thine unerring Providence, and in all Condi- 
tions of Life let thy Grace be abundantly (uf- 
ficient for us: Leave us not one Moment to 
our felves, left we become a Prey to ever 
Temptation ; but carry vs joytully thro” all 
the Difhculnes ot Lite, and ſu pport us power- 
fu'ly in and under the Agonies of Death, 

Keep us ever mindful of our latter End, and 
from flatrerino gur felves with he Hope and 
Expectation of a long Cont nuance of Time 
here in the World; but let it be our great Am- 
bition and Defire, not ſo much to live long, as 
to we well, io be uſctul and ſerviceable to Al- 
m'phry God in our Place and Generation, 
knowing that 'tis nothing but » uſeful and well- 
ſpent Life that can render our Death happy, 
and our Refurreftion glorious And, O God, 
mercifully afhſt and fuccour us in our laſt Mo- 
ments, In it's How of Death, awd m th Day of 
J. , food Lora dei ut. Remember 21ʃ 
thine all the [ord over, d troy the Kingdom 
of giv, Saran, ana Antichriſt ; enlarge the Bor- 
ders of thy Son“ Kingdom, and give him the 
Father for bit Inbiritance, and the unte Parts 
of the Earth for ers FG en. Be favourable 
nd gracious to tie Nations of Envlard, 
ed, and Irland ; Humble us for al: our 
provoking Sins, avert our impending Judg- 
ments, prevent what we ferr, remove what 
we tel, and in thy own me a eſtabliſh us 
po och Foundations of Righreouinely and 
Pence, that it may never more be in the Power 
Mor telle Ad veorfarics to dilturb us. 

Bleſs oar Govirnore, ard all that are in 
Authority over us, both in Cuarch aud State, 

eipreially 
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eſpecially thine anointed Servant on the 
Throne, King G-orge and grant that under 
the Shadow of his Government we may lead 
quiet and peaceable Lives in all Godlineſs and 
Honeſty. Remember all the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of Sorrow and Atfliction, eſpecially any 
that are near unto us, lying under th nd 
in bodily Sicknels ; ſandify, we pray thee, all 
thy Fatherly Corrections to them, and grant 
that the Senſe of their Weakneſs may add 
Strength to their Faith, and Seriouſneſs to 
their Repentanc ; raiſe them up, it it be thy 
Will, and give them Wiſdom and Grace, to 
lead the retadue of their Lives in thy Fear, 
and to thy Glory ; and prepare us tor the like 
Ad verſitics. 

Finally, we bleſs and praiſe thy Holy Name 
for all thy Mercies vouchſated to us; for the 
Source and Fountain of them all, the Holy 
Jeſus ; for all the invaluable Fruits and Bene- 
fits of his Incarnation, Death, Reſurrefion, aud 
Aſcemſjon ; for the 2 Means of Grace, 
and the Hopes of furure Glory, We praiſe 
thee alſo br al! temporal Bleſſings, for the 
UC- of our Reaſon, for the Preſervation of our 
Health and Strength, for thy watchful Care 
and good Providence over us this Day. 

Pardon us the Sins ct this Day, i Fe in 
Thought, Word, or Deed, committed againit 
thy Divine Majeſty ; take us this Night into 
thy Cate and Protection, and give us comfor- 
table Reſt and Repoſe ; defend this Habita- 
tion, and all about it, trom Fire, Storm and 
Tempeſt, and from every fad Accident; de- 
liver us from the Power and Malice of evil Spi- 

H 2 rits, 
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rits, and keep us out of the Hands of evil Men : 
And when we awake in the Morning, let us be 
fill with thee ; and one of us in our ſe- 
veral Vocations ſerve thee faithtu ly and pain- 
tally to our dying Hour. All which we hum- 
bly beg in the Name and Mediation of the 
” infinitely worthy Jeſus, who in Compaſſion to 
our Infirmities, has commanded us to (ay, 


5 Our Fur ber, Kc. 
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Eternal and ever-blefled God! Thou art 
in thy ſelf infinitely glorious, in the Son 
of thy Love tranſcendently gracious. In 20 Hu- 
mility | bow before ther, adoring thy Divine 
Majeſty, by whoſe Power 1 was brought into 
the World, and by whoſe Providence | have 
been preferv'd to this Moment. I acknowledge 
that brought a finful Nature into the World 
with me, from whence all actual Tranſpreſ- 
fions have flown and proceeded, as impure 
Smeams from a pollated Fountain. O Lord. 
ie me, and that greatly, for my Original 
Corruprion, for the Follies of my Childhood, 
tor the Vanities and Impictics of my Youth, 
vod the Tranſgreſſions and Provocations of my 
Meer Years ; gire me a particular Sight of 
them 53 work in my Soul an neu and 
g Sorrots for them, and an impartial Ha- 
ted and En againſt them : Accept of the 
Death and Sufterings of thy Son, 38 à full 8a. 
refacton of thy Juſtice for all that Wrong 

| I have 
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I have done to the Holineſs of thy Law, and 
enable me by Faith to repoſe the entire Truſt 
and Confidence of my Soul on the Sufficiency 
of his Merits. O) ler thy Ho'y Spirit, for the 
time to come, ſo direct, ſanctiſy, and govern 
both my Heart and Life in the Ways of thy 
Laws,and in theWorks of thy Commandments, 
that in all my Thoughts, Words, and Works, [ 
may ever ſeek thy Honour and Glory, and may 
ſo order my Converfation right, that at 
Death | may fee the Salvation of God. Pre- 
are me for a fick Bed, and fir me for a dying 
our : O let not God be a Stranger, nor my 
Conſcience a Terror to me, when l come to die, 
but do thou mercifully aſſiſt and ſuccour me 
in my laſt Moments; Is the Fur of Death, 
and in the Day of TJuagment, cood Lord de- 
liver we, and conduct me ſaſely to thine Ever- 
laſting Kingdom. I bleſs thy Name, O Lord, 
for that good Providence of thine which has 
brought me to the Light of another Day z do 
thou ſo prevent me with thy Grace, fo direct 
and aifift me by thy holy and good Spirit, that 
| may not this Day run into any Sin or Temp- 
ration ; that I may not follow nor be led by 
any worldly or carnal Luſts, but be enabled 

in my Place and Station to perform my Dat 

to thy ſelf, and my Neighbour, with ſac 
Care, Fidelity, and Cheartulneſs, as may 
be acceptable both to GOD and Man. I 
humbly commend this Church and Nation to 
thy merciful Care and Protection: Let our 
gracious King live in thy Sight, and rule in 
thy Fear; and let all his Sub ect tear G OD, 
honour his Majeſty, and love one another, 
H 3. | Aſſiſt 
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AGM all thy Miniſters in theic hard and diffi- 
cult Work, and follow their Endeavours with 
thy Bleſling, particularly his, who labours a- 
wong us in thy Word and Doctrine. Pity all 
in an afflicted Condition, pardon their Sins, 
and ſupply their Wants, Remember all my 
Relations for good, requite the Kindneſs of 
my Friends, and forgive my Encmics, and 
enable me to ſorgi ve — alſo. Theſe Mer- 
cies, with whatfoever elſe thou know'ſt to 
be ncedful for me and all Mankind, I humbl 
beg in the Name and Mediation of my blef: 
ſ 

me 


Redecmer, ſaying as He has taught 
Our Father, &c. 


An Evenins Prayer for a private 
Perſon. 


OST holy and ever bleſſed Lord God! 
the Father of Mercies, the Fountain of 


Goodneſs, and the Author of all Grace! I 
dcefire again this Evening to bow before 
thy Mercy-ſcat, to adore and praiſe thy 
gracious Care and 


Da 


_ Majeſty, for or fe 
idence over me paſt. Par- 
don unto me (moſt mercitul Father, I moſt 
humbly beſcech Thee) whatever I have 
commutted or omitted this Day contrary 
F to Refolarions and Obligations; pity 
© my Weaknefles, and accept my fincere En- 
 dravours to ſerve and glorify thee. Whberein 
Fhave been wont to flip, Lord, help me to be 
| mgre watchful ; wherein I ha ve a 
_ | 4 
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and negligent, let me uſe greater Diligence 
and Circumſpection ; belp me more ſenfibly 
to groan under this Body of Sin which I carry 
about with me, aad which ſo interrupts me in 
thy Scevice, that bn I would as Good, Evil 
as preſcu: with me, And, O that the Senſe 
of that Corcuption which I find ſtirring in 
my Soul, may cauſe me more carneſtly to 
implore the Help of thy bleſſed Spirit, which 
alone cu enable me to mortify all my evil 
and corrupt Affections, to all Unrod/meſs 
awd Mb Luſts, and to live [oberly, rightrouſly 
and godly in this preſent World. Raiſe up my 
Heart and my, Affections above this World 
and the Things below, and place them 
upon thy Self and the Things that are a- 
bore ; hel me daily to call to mind the 
Things of Eternity and another World, and 
to believe them as certainly as if I ſaw them 
with my bodily Eycs. Hear, O Lord, and 
anſwer the Supplications and Prayers which 
have been put up unto thee by any of thine 
this Day, on the behalf of this Church and 
Nation: Grant that Peace and Happineſs, 
Trath and Juſtice, Religion and Picty, may be 
eftabliſbed among us for all Generations, Se- 
cure the Perſon of thy Servant Kin xe 
from all Attempts of Violence ; and let all 
that are in Authority under him execute 
udgment and Juſtice imparrially, to the 
um ſhment of Wickedneſs and Vice, and to 

the Maintenance of thy true Religion and 
Godlineſs. Let all that miniſter unto thee 
in Holy Things endeavour, both by the 
Putity of their Doctrine and the Piety of 
Ha their 
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their Lives, to win many to 2 Love of Ho- 
linefs and Religion, that They may ſhine as 
the Stars for ever and ever. Pity all thoſe 
that are in a worſe Condition thin my ſelf ; 
tupp'y their Wants of thy Abundance, and 
work in me 2 Readineſs of Diſpofirion to ad- 
minifter to their Neceflities according to my 
Abiliry. Accept my thankful Returns to thy 
Majeſty for all thy NMercice, for the Fountain 
of thera all, the Holy Jeſus ; for all the in- 
valuable Benefirs of his Incarnation, Death, 
Faſlion, ReſurreQtion, Aſcenfion, and lnter- 
cefſfon, for the Gift of thy Holy Spirit, for 
the Light of thy glorious Goſpel, for all the 
Comforts and Convenicncics of Life afforded to 
me, which many better than my ſclf are de- 
' yd of ; for thy watchful Care and good 
and of Providence over me this Day. Re- 
ceire me into thy Protection this Night, ſancti- 
Nr Reft, and keep me from ſinaing againſt 
: 
wy 


upon my Bed ; let the natural Repoſe of 

Body put me in mind that cer long | muſt 
Mep in the Boſom of the Grave, and wake 
no more till the Morning of the Reſurrection; 

E for which folemn Hour, good Lord prepare 
| and fit me and all Mankind, by a renew'd 
frame of Heart, and a Religious Courſe of 
e, for thy Mercy“ fake in Chriſt Jeſus, who 
bas both ditected and commanded me, u hen! 


prey to lay, 
1 
o Father, &c. \ 


1 
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A Prayer before the Sacrament. 


O Eternal and Ever-glorious God ! who 
dwellett in the higheſt Heavens, yet in the 
humbleſt and loweſt Hearts; in a great fight 
of thy infinite Majeſty, and Adorable Excellen- 
cies, as alſo in a deep Senſe of my own Vileneſs 
and Unworthineſs, I come unto thee, beſeech- 
ing thee, for the Paſſion of thy dear Son, to 
accept of me, a poor Prodigal, now returning 


to thee, and caſting my ſelf at wy Feer, who 


am by Nature a Child of Wrath, by Practice a 
Child of Diſobedience, and therefore liable and 
obnoxious to thine everlaſting Wrath: But thou 
of thine infinite Goodneſs haſt promis'd me 
thy Favour and Friendſhip in Chriſt, if at the 
Call and Invitation of thy Goſpel I will ac- 
cept the Merit of his Death, and ſubmit to the 
Authority of his Laws, and ꝓroclaim and pro- 
ſecute an open and irreconcilable War againſt 
all known Sins, the Enemies of thy Glory, 
and Diſturbers of my Peace. O Lord, 1 hear- 
tily lament them, and from the bottom of my 
Soul 1 renounce them all, whether in Thought, 
Word, or Deed, committed againſt thy Di 
vine Majeſty, tanhfully covenanting with 
Thee, tor the Time to come, not to allow my 
ſelf in any known Sin, but to uſe all thoſe 
Means, which I find preſcrib'd by thee in thy 
Word tor my ſpiritual Advantage, and for the 
Death and Deſtruchon ot {I ny Cotruptions. 
thou God and Father of Heaven, whole 


Thoughts of Mercy towards me have bern 


H 5 ton 


j 


| 


% A Prayer before the Sacrament. 
from everlaſting, | dedicate my ſelf, Soul, Bo- 


dy, and Spirit, to tay Service and Glory, as & 


© ſmall Reurn of Duty and Thankfulneſs for 


\ 


thy matchleß Love, prow'fing to ſerve Thee 
in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs all the Days 
of my Life. O thou blefled Jeſus! the pre- 
cious Lamb of God, whoſe Soul was made an 
Offering for Sin, and who haſt declar'd thy 
Readineſs o receive and embrace Repenting 
and Returning Sinners, receive me graciouſly, 
who am weary and heavy laden with the 
Burden of my Sins, ud 3 de ſite by 
Faith to approach unto ther; I own my ſelf 
anwor.hy to gather up the Crumbs that fall 
from thy well- fpread Table, much more un- 
worthy to be entertain'd at it; but ſeeing ſuch 
s thy condeſcending Grace and Love to in- 
vite me to the Participation ot thy ſelf, I do 
here with all Humilicy accept thee for my Lord 
and Saviour, for my King, Prieſt, and Pro- 

O permit me to come to thy holy Table 


i w ratify this Engagement. And, O thou holy 


and good Spirit, the Sanctifier and Cumforter 
of thy Church and Chiidren ! enable me to te- 
my ſelf entirely unto the Guidance and 


—Domimon of thy Grace, that I may evermore 


hereafter walk in the Spirit, and not fulfil the 
Lufts of the Fleſh, And now that | am going 
«ty Foy Table, in Obedience to wy Lord's 
Command, to commemorate his dying Love, 
vouchſafe thy gracions Preſcuce with mc, and 
gender thy ſelf powertuily preſent to my Mind 
and Thoughts: O help me, that | may attend 


| my Lord without Diſtraction: Enable me 10 
give up my elt an holy and acceptable Sa 


cri- 


face 
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A Prayer after the Sacrament, yr 


fice to my Redeemer, who has given himſelf a 
meritorious Sacrifice for my Redemption. O 
help me to follow my Holy Lord's Example 
in all the Steps of an imitable Virtue. Let 
me admire and imitate his condeſcending Hu- 
mility, his fervent Charity, his Patience under 
Sufferings, his Readineſs to forgive Injuries z 
and let the fame Mind ever be in me which 
was alſo in Chrift Jeſus; that having been a 
Welcome Gueſt at thy Table here on Earth, I 
may hereafter be adjudg'd worthy to be call'd 
to the Supper of the Lamb, and may feaſt 
with my bleſſed Redeemer in his everlaſti 
Kingdom. All which Lask in the Name, — 
thro the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, ſaying, 


Our Father, &c. 


* Ly 


A Prayer after the Sacrament. 


R ever blefſed be thy great, thy glorious, 
and thy holy Name, O Lord, for all the 
unſpeakable Favours and Benefits vouchſated 
to me, and to all Mankind ; particularly for. 
thy invaluable Love in giving thy dear Son 
to die for me in the Sacrifice, and to be my 
ſpiritual Food and Suſtenance in the Holy 8 
crament. Lord, who am |, and what am |, 
that thou haſt been pleas'd to admit me this 
Day into thy Preſence, to renew my Covenant 
with thee, which 1 have fo often and fo per- 
ver{ly broken before thee! 1 have once more 
lified up my Hand to the molt high God, and 


. 
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ſworn Allegiance to R and my Sa- 
viour > O keep it in the Purpoſe of my Heart 
for ever to continue ſtedfaſt in thy Covenant; 
and let neither the Smiles of a flattering World 
allure me, nor the Frowns, Threats, and Ter- 
rors of an angry World, be ever able to drive 
me from my Duty, or hinder me in the Way of 
well doing. Holy Father, accept, | beſcech 
thee, of that renew'd Dedication which I have 
made of my fclt this Day unto thee, even of 
my whole Man, Soul, y, and Spirit, to thy 
Service and Honour. And now, Glory be to 
thee, O God the Father, whom I ſhall from 
this Day forward with an humble ExpeQation 
look up unto, as my Father and God in Cove- 
nant : Glory be to thee, O God the Son, who 


© haſt lov'd me, and waſh'd me from my Sins in 


thine own Blood, and art now become my Sa- 
mour, my Juſtiſier and Redeemer : Glory be to 
thee, O God the Holy Ghott, who haſt by the 
Power of thy Victorrous Grace overcome the 
Obſtinacy of my Heart, and turn'd it from Sin 
to God. O Lord God! thou haſt been pleas'd 
permit me to renew my Baptiſmal Covenant, 
O grant me the Aſiftance of thy Grace, that 1 
may be faithful to that Covenant; for truly 1 


am thy Servant, I am thy Servant, heartily de- 


voted to thy Fear: O let me never more ſtart 
akde from my Vows like a broken Bow, but 
ive me fuch 2 Stedfaſtneſs and Stability of 
nd, fuch a Firmneſs and Fixedneſs of Re- 
lolution, that my after Converſation may be 
Wirable both to my preſent Profeſſion and fu- 
e Expectation ; that ſo l may in all Compa- 
mes, and in all Conditions, walk worthy of 
im 
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him that has call'd me to his Kingdom and Glo- 
ry. And let the Senſe of my Redeemer's Love | 
this Day to me, enflame my Heart with 2 
never-failing Charity to all Mankind, whom I 
ray God to do good unto, eſpecially to his 
hurch, and to theſe Nations under his Majeſty's 
Care and Inſpetion {whom may God Almighty 
for ever bleſs) and work in the Minds of all | 
Chriſtians a Dread of thy Name, and Honour 
of their Superiors, and an unfeign'd Chart 
one towards another. All which Mercies 
humbly beg in the Name of the Holy Jeſus, 
laying, 


Our Father, &c. 


— = — — 


A Prayer for a Child, to be uſed . Moru- 
ing and Evening. 


Lmighty God, who madeſt me, and haſt 
preſerv d me to this Hour, I praiſe, and 
glority thy Name for all thy Mercies, Look 
raciouſly upon me, and bleſs me, I humbly 
eech thee , Pardon all my Sins, and give me? 
Grace to remember and put in practice my Ba 
tiſmal Vow, by ronouncmg the Devil and all bi 
Works. O do thou incline my Heart to that 
which is good ; give me Grace to fear thee, and 
to keep thy Commandments; make me autifal 7 
to my Father, Mother, obedient to my Teachers, 
humble and reverent to all my Betters, mcek 
and courteous to all People, and enable me to 
do to others as | would have them do to me. 


Preſerve me from bearing Malice or Hatred | 


in 
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in my Heart, from Lying and Stealing, and 


all evil Thoughts, Wocds, and Actions. Guide 
me by thy Hoy Spirit, that | may live to thy 
Glory, and here fter attain Everlaiting Lite. 
Lord, bless all, my Relations and Fricnds, 
ard ſive and dend them and me from all 
Dangers [rb Day and Negtt } evcrmore, thro" 


Jelas Christ our Lord, Amon. 


Onur Father, &c. 


* — 
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A Prayer at our ſirſt Entrance into the 
Church. 


ORD, I am now in thy Houfe, aſſiſt, I 
pray thee, and accept of my Services ; en- 
able me, and all who are this [Jay met in thy 
Name, to worchep ther in Spirit and in Truth. 
Tet thy Holy Sprit help our infirmities, and 
5 our Hicarts to eriouſucls, A tention, 
and Devotion; and grant that we may im- 
ve this Opportunity to the | lonour of thy 
y Name, and the Scnefit of our Souls, 
thro” Jelus Chriſt our Saviour. Auen. 


— — — 


— — 


A Prayer at Church, after the Service 


is ended. 


| B. be thy Name, O Lord, for this Op- 
k porturity of attending thee in thy Houſe 
© and Service. 


v 9 ran 


Craces, &c. 17 7 


Grant that I, and all that profeſs thy Name, 
may be Doers of thy Word, and not Hearers 
only: Pardon our Wandrings and Imperſecti- 
ons, and accept both us and our Services, thro” 
our only Mediator Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


Grace before Meat. 
Leſs tous, O Lord, theſe thy good Creatures, 
which we are now about to rece!ie ;. give. 
them Strength ro nouriſh us, and us Grace to 
ſerve thee, thro' Jelus Chriſt our Lord, Amen, 


Grace after Meat. 
WE acknowledge, O God, our Dependance 
| upon Thee, and give thee Thanks for 
feeding us at this Time, and for all thy other 


Benehts, 

[God preſerve his Church, the King, the 

| Royal Family, and thele Realms, and grant 

g us Grace and Peace, and Lite everlaſting] 

ö thro” Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 

Another Grace before Meat. 

' Leſs me, O Lord, in the Uſe of thy good 
Creatures ; grant that what Scent te- 


ceive trom them, | may employ and improve ta 
thy Service and Glory, thro' Jeſus Chrilt, Amen, 


Grace after Meat. 

1 Give thee hearty Ihanks, O Lord, for this 

2 preſent Retreſſiment, which by thy Bounty 1 
. have received: Grant chat as | continually de- 
pend upon thee, ſol may be guided by thy Fear 
all my Days, thro" Jeſus Chriſt. Amen, 


— 
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Lord Day. 


HIS is the Day, the Lord's own Day, 
A Day of Holy Rett : 

O teach our Souls to reſt trom Sin; 

That reſt will pleaſe thee beſt. 


© This is the Day, thy Day, O Lord, 
On which thou didſt ariſe 
For Sinners, having made thy (elf 
F A Sinlefs Sacrifice, 


Thou, thou alone redeemed haſt 

Our Souls from deadly Thrall, 

With no lefs Price than precious Blood, 
The Purchaſe ot us all. 


EHadft thou not dy'd, we had not liv'd, 

Bat dy'd eternally : 

Well live to him that dy'd for us, 
And praiſe his Name on high. 


Thou dy'dit indeed, and roſe again, 
Aud didit aſcend on high, 
That we Sinners, loſt and dead, 
Might live eternally. 


E Thy Blood was ſhed inftead of ours, 

| by Soul our Guilt did bear, 

Thou took N our Sins, pave us thy felt; 
Thy Love's beyond compare, 


An Hymn, er P/alm of Praiſe, for the 
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An Hymn for the Morning. 177 


Welcome and dear unto my Soul 
Is thy moſt Holy Day: 

But what a Sabbath ſhall I keep 
With thee, my God, for aye ! 


I come, I wait, I hear, I pray, 
Thy Footſteps, Lord, bo : 

I joy to think this is the Way 
To ſee my Saviour's Face. 


Theſe are my Preparation-days, 
And when my Soul is dreſ d, 

Theſe Sabbaths ſhall deliver me 
To mine Eternal Reſt. 


An Hymn, or Song of Praiſe, for the Mornang. 


LCR D, for the Mercies of this Night 
My humble Thanks I pay : 

And unto thee I dedicate 
The Firſt-fruits of this Day. 


My God was with me all this Night, 
And gave me {weet Repoſe; 

My God did watch, even whilſt 1 flept, 
Or I had never roſe. | 


How many groan'd and wiſh'd for Sleep, 
Until th' Approach of Day, 

Weary both ot their Bed and Lite, 
Whiltt I ſecurely lay! 


Whilſt I did ſleep, all Dangers ſlept, 
No Thieves did meaftright, | 

Thoſe Evening Wolves, thoſe Beaſts of Prey, | 
Diſturbers ot the Night, No 


is Hymn for the Evning. 

No raging Flames nor Storms did rend 
The Houſe that I was in: 

I heard no dreadful Cries without, 
Nor doletul Groans within. 


What Terrors have I 'fcap'd this Night, 
Which have on others fell ! 

My Body might have ſlept its laſt, 

My Soul have wak d in Hell, 


Let this Day praife thee, O my God, 
And ſo ler all my Days ; 

And, O let my Eterna Day 
Be thy Etcrnal Praiſe. 


Hymn or Song of Praiſe for the Evening. 
Y God, my only Help and Hope, | 

M My Gray id re Defence, + 

© For all the Mercies of this Day 

I bleſs thy Providence. 


As in the Day thou art about 
© The Path wherein | tread, 
E So now, when | lic down to reſt, 
Be thou about my Bed. 


= God was my Sun and Shield all Day, 
My Keeper and my Guide; 

His Care was on my Frailty (hewn, | 
His Mercies multiply d. | 


Minutes and Mercies multiply d 

= Have made up all this Day ; 

= Minutes came quick, but Mercies were 
More ſwiſt and free t ian they. 


New 
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An Hymn before the Sacrament. 159. 


New Time, new Favours, and new Joys, 
Do a new Gag require : 

Till ſhall praiſe thee as I would, 
Accept my Heart's Deũire. 


A ſhort Hymn for the Evening. 
OW from the Altar of my Heart 
Let Incenſe-Flames ariſe : 
Aſſiſt me, Lord, to offer up 
My Evening Sacrifice. 


Lord, watch and ward when I ſhall ſleep, 
| humbly thee implore ; 

Thine Angels let my Guardians be, 

Both now and evermore. 


Into thy Hands do I commit 
My Spirit, which is thy Due; 

For why thou haſt created it, 
Lea, didſt redeem it too. 


Lord, if I live, let me be thine, 
Thine alſo if 1 die: + i 
Come Life, come Death, let Heav'n be mine, 
Amen, Amen, lay l. 


An Hymn before the Sacrament. 


T HIS Day the Lord of Hoſts invites 
Unto a coſtly Feaſt ; | 
I will rake care, and will prepare 

To be a welcome Gueſt. 


But who and what am I, O Lord ? 
Unholy, and unfit 

To come within thy Doors, or at 
Thy Table tor to fit. Awake 
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eke, Repentance, Faith, and Love, 
Awake O every Gtece, 
| To meet your Lord with one accord, 


In his moſt holy Place. O 
Worldly Diſtraction ſtay behind, 

Below the Mount abide, M 
Cauſe no Diſturbance in my Mind, 

To make my Saviour chide, H 


1 

© come, my Lord, the Time draws nigh 
That lam to Receive; T 

Stand with my Pardon ſcaled by, 
Perſwade me to believe, F. 


Let not my Jeſus now be ſtrange, 
Nor hide himſelf from me, 

Bur cauſe thy Face to ſhine u 
The Soul that longs for thee. 1 


Come, bleſſed Spirit, from above, 
My Soul do thou inſpire | 1 
© To come again to my Lord's Board 
& With fulneſs of Deſirc. 1 


oO let my Entertainment now 
= Beſo exceeding ſwert. 
That I may long to come again, 
E And at hy Table meet. 


Aw Hymn after the Sacrament, 4 | 


FOR D, any Mercy ſhort of Hell \ 
| For me it is too good; 

© Bur, have | cat the Fleſh of Chriſt, 
Ad alſo d his Blood ? Myfte- 


1 
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A Song of Praiſe. 181 ? 
Myſterious Depths of endleſs Love | 
ly Admiration raiſe : 
O God, thy Name exalted is 
Above the higheſt Praiſe. 


My Saviour's Fleſh is Meat indeed, 
His Blood is Drink divine; 

His Graces drop like Honey-combs, 
His Comforts taſte like Wine, 


This Day Chriſt has refreſh'd my Soul 
With his abundant Grace, 

For which I magnity his Name, 
Longing to fee his Face. 


O when ſhall 1 aſcend on high, 
Moſt Holy, Juff, and True; 

To eat that Bread, and drink that Wine, 
W hich is tor ever New ? 


To him that fits upon the Throne, 
And Chriſt the Lamb, therefore, 

Be Glory, Bleſſing, Strength, Renown, 
And Honour evermore. Amen. 


A Song of Praiſe for the Lord's Supper. 


Praiſe the Lord! praiſe him, praiſe bim, 
Sing Praiſes ta his Name; 
Q ll ve Saints of Heav'n and Earth, 
F.xtol and laud the ſame : 
W\ ho ſpared not his only Son, 
But ge kim tor us all, 
And made } im drink the Cup of Wrath, 
The \V ormwood and the Gall. 


> 
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182 Son of Prai(c 
Frail Nature ſhrunk, and did requeſt 
That bitter Cup might paſs : 
But he muſt drink it off, and this 
The Father's Plraſure wis. 
Lo then I come to do thy Ii ill, 
His blefied Son reply d. 
Yielding himfelf to GOD and Man, 
He firetch'd his Arms, and dy d. 
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He dy'd indeed, but roſe again, 

And did aſcend on high, 

That w- Sinners, loſt and dead, 
Might live eternally. 

Good Lord! how many Souls in Hell 
Doth Vengeance vex and trat! 

Were it not tor 2 dying Chriſt, 

Our Dwelling had been there. 


$4 


His Blood was ſhed inftead of ours, 
His Sou! our Hell did beat; 

He took our Sins, gave us himſelf : 
What zun Exchange was here! 

Wharever is not Hell it ſelf, 
For us it is too good ; 

Dee muſt we cat the Fleſh of Chriſt ? 
Ard muſt we drink his Blood ? 


His Fleſh is Heav'nly Food indeed, 

= His Blood ts Drink divine, 

= His Graces drop like Honcy falls, 

His Comforts tafte like Wine. 

Sweet Chriſt, thou haſt retreſh'd our Souls 
| With thine abundant Grace; 

For which we magnify thy Name, 


Longing to fee thy Face, When 


iS 


5 for the Lord's Supper. 8 183 | 
When ſhall our Souls mount up to thee, 
Moſt Holy, Juſt, and True, 


To eat that Bread, and drink that Wine, 
Which is for ever new? 


An Hymn: a longing for Glory. 


1. N f my happy Home, 
When ſhall I come to thee ? 
When ſha'l my Labours have an end? 


Thy Joys, when ſhall Ifee ? 


2. Thy Gates ere richly ſet with Pearl, 
Moſt glorious to behold ; 

Thy Walls are all of precious Stone, 
Thy Streets are pav'd with Gold. 


3. Thy Gardens and thy pleaſant Fruits 
Continually are green; 

There are ſuch fweer and pleaſant Flow'rs 
As nc'er beiore was ſeen. 


4. If Heaven be thus glorious, 
Lord, why muit | kcep thence ? 
What Folly ist that makes me loch 
To die, aud go from bence 


Reach down, reach downthine of Grace, 
And cauſe me to aſcend 

Whcre Congregations neer break up, 
And Sabbaths have ud B d. 


6. When wilt thou come to me, O Lord? 
O come, my Lord, moſt dear; 
Come nearer, nearcr, nearer ſtill, — 
Im well when thou art near, 7. My 
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| © "Then ſhall 
4 £ 1 Joys when once I ite, 
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. My dear Redeemer is tbove, 2 
4 Him will I go to fee, , 08 
= And-all my Friendsin Chrit below 3 
4 Shall ſoon * 2 
| 4 
8. Jeruſalem my rr! Home, 


ne 


bours have an End, 


— 
Rev. xxii. 20. 

Come, Lord JESUS, 
5 1 
.I VE 


